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Por b purpaſe was the Son of O0. 
munifeſted, that be might g any 


vort of the Devil. 


L "ROM theſe words (which. are 
a conciſe deſcription of the 


whole Chriſtian ſcheme) I ſhall take 


occaſion to conſider, N | 9 "> 
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3 II. wh 5 1 Firk, 


The divinity of the Son of God, in- 
carnate for the ſalvation of the 
world, l from the Keirin, I 
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Firſt, the character or quality of 
the perſon who is here ſaid to have 
been manifeſted; He was the Son of 
We 1 OT #9 © 


Secondly, what is meant by his 


having been ſo manife feds and, 
Thirdly, the end or 5 pore. for 

which He as manifeſted, that 

He — de rey the works LE Fe devil. 


F irſt . the ie 6 1s has 


faid to have been marfe ed, was the 
Son of God, and that in the higheſt 
and ſtricteſt ſenſe of the expreſſion 3 


being co-cqual and e with 


the Father, the moſt high God, the 


firſt cauſe and ſupreme diſpoſer of all 


things, or, in other Words, having 
partaken of the divine nature from 


THe" r d * N * 


al eternity, and conſequently being 
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For that He, who is called the dan * 
God in the text, is really no lefs. a 
perſonage than we have in the above 
words repreſented Him to be, may 
abundantly be made to appear from 
the plaineſt and moſt explicit au- 
thority of holy writ. For ſatisfac/ 
tion's ſake then let us refer to this 
n 


The firſt ay I mall quote in 
proof of the,givinity of our Saviour, 
is the beginning of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews. < God, who at ſundry 
« times and in divers manners ſpake in 
« times paſt to our fathers by the pro- 
* phets, has in theſe laſt days ſpoken 
© unto us by bis Son; whom He hath 
e appointed heir of all things, by whom 
e alſo He made the worlds ; who; being 
the brightneſs of his glory and the 
* expreſs image of his perſon, and up- 


* bolding all things by the word of his 


A2 *« power, 


+ SERMON I. 


Co power, when © He had by'\ Hin oelf 


© purged our fins, ſat © down on the 
* right hand "of the ' Majeſty on high.” 


A very little attention in reading this 


and the following chapter will diſ- 


cover that the apoſtle's argument 


turns entirely upon the divinity of 
our Saviour. The Jews boaſted that 


they received the law by the diſpo/- 
tn of angels. To this the apoſtle 


oppoſes, in preference to the goſpel 
diſpenſation, that the author of it 
was infinitely ſuperior to the angels, 


in that He was he Son of God. And 
in order to obviate a reply, or rather 
a cavil, from the ſame quarter, viz. 
that angels, and even men, are not 


unfrequently in ſcripture called rbe 


Sons of God, the apoſtle obſerves, 


that Chriſt had a natural right by in- 
heritance to that glorious title; Being 
made ſo much better than the angels, as 
| He e bas by inſieri fance obtained a more 

| excellent 


1 
1 
1 
1 
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excellent name than they. For, (as he 
argues) Unto which of the angels ſaid. 


He at any time, Thau art my Son, this 


day have I begotten thee? Which of the 
angels did He ever call his begotten 


Son, his Son in ſo ſtrict and proper a 


ſenſe? The apoſtle proceeds to apply 
ſome paſſages: of the ipfalms to our 
Saviour, which being manifeſtly ſpo- 


ken of God, the application of them 
to Chriſt does manifeſtly prove Him 
to be God. But to take more parti- 


cular notice of the three firſt verſes 


of the firſt chapter of this epiſtle. 


The ſon is oppoſed, as infinitely. ſu- 
perior, to the prophets, by whom 
God fpake in times paſt unto the Fa- 


tbers. He is proved to be the Son, 


becauſe God appointed Him heir of all 
things : He is proved to be God, be- 
cauſe by Him the worlds were made, 
which is an act of omnipotency; 


ang ſo likewiſe. is the preſeryation of 


A 3 what 
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what is created; which is alſo attri- 
buted to Him in the words; vpholde. 
ug all things by the word & his pawer. 


 paſſuge in the 2d chapt 
tle to the Coloſſians at the-gth verſe, 


Eaſtly, the nature or manner of his. 
Sonſhip is deſcribed and repreſented 
to us, à8 far as it can be deſcribed or 


_ repreſented, under two apt fimile. 
tudes. His iſſuing from and co- 
etethity with the Father are ſignified 


by his being tie brightneſs, or efful- 
gence of hit glory, as the rays of light 
neceſatily: flow from the. ſun ; his 


co- equality in his attributes and per- 
fections is figured out by his being 
ſtiled be expreſs image or ſtamp. of 
bir pet ſon, i. e. 


by his exactly re- 
fembling the Father, as the thing 


4 han verb cite a very e 
et of the epiſ- 


where 


that receives the impreſſion does that 
Eur N . 


? 
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where St. Paul, having ſtrangly ex 
horted them to continue 2 in 
| the faith, and, as they had reverved 
2 Chrift, fo to wall in lim, immediately 
oF ſabjaing; for in bim dwelieth all the 
fullneſs of the Gedbead bi. Can 
werds be ſtranger or more expteſſive ? 
In Him dwellerb, does not only. reſt 
for a time, but abideth the fung, 
not only a ſhare or portion of, but 
the whole entire and perfect God- 
head, bodily, i. e. the real man Chriſt 
Jeſus z whom (as it is expreſſed in 
another place) his diſciples had feet 
with their eyes, and whom their bands 
has bandled, is _ and dai Gods: 


Equally to our purpoſe kikewile, arc 
tha 6th, 7th, and 8th verſes. of the 
Epiſtle to the Philippians, who are 
* exhorted to humility from the maſt 
by remarkable. inſtance of it which 
3 Chriſt; gave: Wha, being in the form 
'J A 4 — 


3 SERMON I. 
of Gol, thought it not robbery 10 le 


equal with God; but made Himſelf of 


no reputation, (or, as the word is more 
properly tranſlated, emptied Himſelf, } 
and took upon Him the form of a ſer- 
vant, and was made in the likeneſs of 
men; and being found in faſhion as a 
man, humbled - Himſelf, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of 
the croſs. Now, that by the expreſ- 
fion of his being in the form of God 
is meant ſtrictly and properly that He 


partook of the Divine Nature and 


Eſſence, is plain from what follows, 


that He thougbt it not robbery to be 
egual with God, and likewiſe from the 
ſame ſort of expreſſions being made 
uſe of afterwards, where he is ſaid to 


be made in the likeneſs of men, and to 


be found in faſhion as a'man. Now 
that he was really and ſubſtantially a 


man, there needs no other proof than 


vn at viz. that He ſuffered 


death. 


| 
1 
| 
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death. It is faid likewiſe, that He 
emptitd Himfelf. But of what did He 


empty or diveſt Himſelf ? Of a reality 


ſure, not of à form only, and ap- 
pearance of ſomething of which He 
was not truly poſſeſt. Of that which 
He actually had, not of that which 
He only ſeemed to have. In other 
words, He emptied Himſelf of his 
divinity by a voluntary a& of his 


own divine power, in like manner as 
He is ſaid to have humbled Himpelf, 


and become obedient- unto death, even 
1 death oY the . 


St. Ich d in | the ering of his _ 
pel is ſuppoſed to have had two par- 
ticular views; Firſt, to confute a ſet 
of hereticks, who arrogantly pre- 


tending to all knowledge were moſt 


notoriouſly miſtaken in their notions 
reſpecting the very fundamentals of 
e ; Secondly, to ſupply the 

omiſſions 
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e of the other. evangeliſts, 


And to theſe ends it is vety obſerva- 
ble, how full and expreſs he is on 
this ſubject of our Saviour's-divinity, 


Indeed this apoſtle is not fo much an 


| hiſtorian as a divine; in which cha- 
racter he begins his goſpel with that 


moſt remarkable paſſage, which lo | 


ſtrongly maintains and enforces the 
doctrine before us. In the beginning 


God; and the Word was God. The 
fame was in the beginning with. Gad. 


All things were made by Him ; and 


without Him was not any thing made 
that was made. Theſe texts ſa clearly 
and directly aſſert the divinity of our 


Saviour, and the attributes of his 


eternity and omnipotence, that any 
paraphraſe would rather weaken than 
ülluſtrate the force of them. 


But 


was the Mord; and the Word was with 


e 
n * 


8 r 2 


which He aſſumed, but nevertheleſs 
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But let us refer to a for. of the 
moſſ ſignal declarations made by our 
bleſſed Saviout Himſelf concerning 
this great point, as we find them 
recorded hy this evangeliſt. The firſt 
J would point out to you is that 


which. we. meet with in his confer- 


ence with Nicodemus at the 13th 
verſe of the zd chapter: No man 
(faith our Lord) hath aſcended up into 


| heaven, but: He that came down from 
| heaven, even the Son of Man which is 


in heaven, Here our bleſſed Lord af- 
firms that He came down, from heaven, 
1, e. in reſpect of the human nature. 


was ſtill in heaven in reſpect of his 


divine nature which was omni- 
preſent. 


© The next inſtance of a ſtill more 
expreſs declaration to the ſame effect, 


in the 8th chapter, at the 58th 


verſe ; 


12 8 E R M 0 W 1. 
verſe; where, in a diſpute. with the 


Jews, who were offended at his bard 
Sayings as they thought them, and 


upbraided him with a ſuppoſed ab- 
ſurdity in His reaſoning, in that he 
ſeemed to make himſelf co-temporary' 
with Abraham, our Lord perempto- 


rily rejoins ; Verily, verily Lſay unto you, 
before Abraham was, I AM. In this 


place He not only aſſerts his pre- 


exiſtence to Abraham, but his eter- 


nity and godhead, as He does not 


barely fay, Before Abraham was, I was, 
which had been ſufficient to have 
proved his point, but He ſays, I 


AM: He aſſumes that incommuni- 
cable name of God, which is ſo 
emphatically expreſſive of his eternal 
and independent exiſtence, 


| Theſe are explicit aſſertions of our 

Lord s divinity from his own mouth ; 
for the? truth of which He ron 
”_ 


ſuſpend or alter its ordinary courſe, 
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appeals to his miracles. In an ar- 


gument with the unbelieving Jews, 


John, x. 36, 37, 38. Say ye of Him, 
He aſks, wham the Father hath ſanc- 


tified and ſent into the world, Thou 


blaſphemeſs ;, becauſe 1 ſaid, I am the 
Son of God? If I do not the works of 


my Father, believe me not. But if I 


do, though ye believe not me, believe the 


works ; that ye may know and beheve 
that the. F ather is in me, and I in 
Him. And again, Ch. xiv, in an 


argument with Philip, after having 
ſaid, He that hath ſeen me, hath. ſeen 


the Father; He thus expoſtulates ; 


Believe me that Jam in the Father, 


and the Father in me, or elſe believe 
me for the very works ſake. And 


ſurely nothing can be more forcible 


and concluſive than this reaſoning. 
For miracles, the works of the Father, 
the God of nature, who only can 


are 


6 ETD RN E 
ure the proper evidences” of à divihie 


<ommilſion. Whoever produces theſt | 


credentials without fraud or impel- 
ture has an undoubted right to vue 
belief of the doctrines he advances ; 


and therefore, When our SavJour 
Jod rs in Him 
and He in God, i. e. that he is & 


herein declares that 


equal and co- exiſtent with God, this 
declaration of his, ſupported by the 


mitacles to which He appeals in en- 


firmation of it, is à clear and con- 
vincing proof of his divinity. Who 
Would heſitate a moment to ſabſeribt 
to whatever God 8 has en 
ſet his ſeal to? 


| Theſe bene vin, 1 ins 


be more than ſufficient for the fatis- 


faction of any ſober and well-dif- 


poſed Chriſtian ; and therefore, with- 
out enlarging farther upon this fun- 
damental article, (as, would time 
permit 
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— 1 eaſily 3 or et to 
refute the idle or inſolent exceptions 
of infidels or hereticks, (which is 
done effoctunlly to my hands) I ſhall 
diimiſe this branch 1 my ſubject 
with juſt obſerving, that, if there 
had been but few, nay even one paſ- 
in the New Teſtament chat 
— clearly to favour ſuch a doc- 


| trine as this, it would be a ſtrong 
dreſumptive proof of the truth of it. 


think chis may be ſaid, when we 


tance of this doctrine. What ſhall 
we ſay then, when we ſee the whole 
tenour of theſe inſpired writings 


ſtrongly inculcating this doctrine; 


when we meet with ſo many expreſs 


aſſertions of our Saviour's "Aivinity, 
both in his own. declarations and 
1 elſewhere ; z when we find the names 
of God, his eſſential attributes of 


infinite power, wiſdom, &c. aſcribed 


to Him ee the whole „What 
ſhall we ſay ? or rather, muſt we not 
5 tay, Lord, WE. bel EU 2 Who that has 
und notions of the Deity, of his 
goodneſs and purity, can ſuppoſe 
thas.che Chriſtian, religion, that laſt 
perfect revelation of his will, the 
— yan of which was to extir- 
pate idolatry, ſhould. not only favour 
and countenance it, but directly be- 
tray men into the very groſsneſs of 
it; And this certainly is the caſe if 
Cbriſt is not God: for Chriſtianity 
plainly enjoins us to call Him ſo, to 
think Him ſo, and to adore Him as 
ſuch. Nay, upon any other ſuppoſi - 
tion but that Chriſt is really God, 
how ſtrange and unaccountable would 
be the following paſſage, at the con- 
cluſion of the firſt. epiſtle general of 
St. John! We know that the Son of 
God is come, and bath given us an un- 
*.. that. we * Lou Him 
that 


that is true ; and we are in Him that. 
is true, even in his Son Feſus Chrift. 
This is the true God, and eternal life. 
Little children, keep yourſelves from 
idols. We ſee here that the believing 


that Jeſus Chriſt is the true God is di- 


directly oppoſed to idolatry, which 
ſets this point in ſo clear a light, that 
with this text I ſhall conclude what 


I have collected for the proof of it. 
And ] think there remains no ſhadow 


of doubt but that this Jeſus (our 
Saviour) this Chriſt (the anointed of 
the Lord) this Word of God, was 
alſo as properly and truly Immanuel, 
or, God with us. 


ö I-procecd therefore, in the ſecond 


place, to conſider, what is meant by 
his. being made manifſt. Now this 
_ expreflion ' plainly means that this 


Divine Perſon took our nature upon 


Him. The point of our Saviour's 


mr. 1. 8 incar- 
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to Him throughout the whole What 


ſay, Lord, we believe ? Who that has 


ſound notions of the Deity, of his 


goodneſs and purity, can ſuppoſe 
that the Chriſtian religion, that laſt 
and perfect revelation of his will, the 
main deſign of which was to extir- 
pate idolatry, ſhould not only favour 
and countenance it, but directly be- 

tray men into the very groſsneſs of 
it? And this certainly is the caſe if 
Chriſt is not God: for Chriſtianity 
plainly enjoins us to call Him ſo, to 
think Him ſo, and to adore Him as 
ſuch. Nay, upon any other ſuppoſi- 
tion but that Chriſt is really God, 
how ſtrange and unaccountable would 
be the following paſſage, at the con- 
cluſion of the firſt epiſtle general of 


St. John? We know that the Son of 


God is come, and bath given us an un- 
denſfanding, that we may know Him 
: that 
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that is true; and we are in Him that 
is true, even in his Son Feſus Chriſt. 
This is the true God, and eternal hfe. 
Little children, keep yourſelves from 


idols. We ſee here that the believing 
that Jeſus Chriſt is 7he true God is di- 


directly oppoſed to idolatry, which 
ſets this point in ſo clear a light, that 
with this text I ſhall conclude what 
I have collected for the proof of it. 
And I think there remains no ſhadow 
of doubt but that this Jeſus (our 
Saviour) this Chriſt (the anointed of 
the Lord) this Word of God, was 


alſo as properly and truly Immanuel, 


or, God with us. 


I proviyd therefore, in the ſecond 


place, to confider, what is meant by 


his being made manifeſt. Now this 


expreſſion ' plainly means that this 
Divine Perſon took our nature upon 


Him. The point of our Saviour's 
Vor. II. B incar- 
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incarnation is indeed ſo fully and even 
minutely revealed in the New Teſta- 
ment, that there is no occaſion to 
dwell upon it. And yet, notwith- 


ſtanding the clearneſs and expreſsneſs 


of the goſpel on this article, there 
ſprung up two early hereſies concern- 
ing it. The one denied the reality 


of Chriſt's body or fleſh ; the other 
allowed Him that, but denied that. 


He had alſo a human ſoul. As for 
the former, it is hardly worth our 
notice, ſince it does not admit the 
evidence of the apoſtle's ſenſes. Let 
us only turn to the beginning of St. 


John's firſt epiſtle. That which was. 
from the beginning, ſays he, which we 


have heard, which we have ſeen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled, of the 
word of life; (for the life was mani- 


fefted, and we have ſeen it, and bear 


ge; and ſhew unto you that eternal 


Vie, 
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life, whith was with the Father, and 
| was manifeſted unto us: That which 
we: have ſeen and heard, declare we 
unto you. Can language afford ſtronger 
words to expreſs the manifeſtation of 
God in the fleſh? After reading ſuch 
a paſſage as this, to doubt of the 
reality of our Saviour's body, to ſup- 
poſe that the apoſtles converſed with 
a ſpectre, or that the Jew crucified 
an apparition, 1s to get rid of a diffi- 
culty by having recourſe to abſurdi- 
ties, and to undermine the very foun- 
dations of all credit or teſtimony 
whatſoever. To doubt of our own 
exiſtence would ſcarcely be a grofler 
inſtance of ſcepticiſm. The other 
notion is likewiſe apparently ridicu- 
lous. For how can our Lord be 
ſaid to have taken our nature upon 
Him, and to have been made in all 
things like unto us, (ſin only ex- 
* if, in fact, he only cloathed 
| | B 2 - "Ra 
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his divinity with an outſide of fleſn ? 


Is this our nature? What then be- 
comes of the principal part of the 
compoſition, the ſoul ? Surely, if man 
is to be denominated from one of his 
conſtituent parts, it ſhould be from 
that which is of the greateſt dignity, 
not from that which by itſelf is no- 
thing worth. But there is na need 
to argue this matter : we need only 
conſult the hiſtory of Chriſt's life 


for a confutation of ſo wild an opi- 


nion. We there find him ſubject to 


the paſſions of the mind as well as 


the infirmities of the body. He 
wept on a certain occaſion, on ano- 
ther He /oked round about Him with 


anger, and was grieved for the hard- 


neſs of the Phariſees hearts. Agree- 
ably therefore to ſcripture, we be- 
lieve that the Son of God was alſo 


truly and properly man, ar, as the 


Athanafian creed expreſſes it, that 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt was perfect God, and per- 
feet man, of a reaſonable foul and human 
feſh, ſubhiſting. As to the miracu- 
lous manner and circumftances of his 

bitth, we take them from the evan- 

geliſts who relate them, and believe 
that He took the principles of his in- 
carnation ffom the ſapernatural in- 
flaence of the Holy Spirit of God 
upon a pure Virgin, who continued 
fuch when ſhe brought Him forth, 
or, as the apoſtle's creed expreſſes it, 
that He was conceived by the Holy 

Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary. That 

this union of the two natures, the 

Human and Divine, is a great and 

incomprehenſible myſtery we do not 

deny; but we believe it nevertheleſs : 
and that for two reaſons; Firſt, be- 
cauſe God was the agent here, who 

(as far as our weak judgments can 

fee) might as eaſily become man as 

ereate man; might, if He pleaſed, 

B 3 aſſume 
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aſſume a nature of which He was 
Himſelf the author. Beſides we are 
not to judge of the acts of omni- 
potency by our own limited powers 
either of acting or conceiving: Se- 
condly, becauſe things in general 
are not to be diſbelieved merely on 
account of its being beyond the 


power of our finite underſtandings to 


comprehend the manner of their ex- 


iſtence. At this rate the objection 


proves a great deal too much. For 
in the force and conſequence of it, 
we may doubt of the exiſtence of 


God, nay of our own exiſtence ; as 


the Athanaſian creed ſeems to argue, 


when it ſets forth the incarnation of 


Chriſt by the ſimilitude of the union 
of body and ſoul. For as the rea- 


fonable ſoul and fleſh is one man, ſo 


God and Man is one Chriſt ; 1. e. as 


to the manner how, one union is as 


ſtrange and unaccountable as the 
other; 
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other ; but the one, viz. the union 
of our ſouls and bodies, we' are 'ne- 
vertheleſs certain of; and why then, 
ſhould the other be thought a rhing 

incredible? 


„ot, though the 1 incarnation of the 


Son of God, the appearance of the 


divine Aoyes in the fleſh, be primarily 
intended by his being made manifeſt, 
yet the diſplay of his ſacred character 
in the doctrine He taught, and the 
miracles He wrought in confirma- 
tion of it, muſt likewiſe be under- 
ſtood to be included in that expreſ- 
ſion. The Son of God did not barely 
aſſume our nature, but in that nature 
manifeſted forth his glory by deed and 
word, for the accompliſhment of his 


purpoſe, which was that he might de- 
| firoy the works of the devil. And this 


purpoſe was what I propoſed in the 
third and laſt place to conſider. Now 
"+ -. by 
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Now by the works of the devil we are 
to underſtand fin and death, which 
were introduced into the world by 
the great enemy of mankind ; the 
cauſe and the effect; fin the forfei- 
ture death, the penalty. Sin may 
be ſaid to have dominion over us, as 
the apoſtle to the Gentiles ſpeaks, or 
to reign in our mortal bodies, as he 
elſewhere expreſſes himſelf, in reſpect 
either of the natural corruption de- 
rived to us from the diſobedience of 
the firſt tranſgreſſor, or of the pu- 
niſhment to which we thereby be- 
came obnoxious, viz. death tem- 
poral and eternal. And this domi- 
nion our bleſſed Saviour has deſtroy- 
ed, not abſolutely indeed, not by a 
reſtoration of fallen man to a ſtate of 
innocence and immortality (for this 
could not have been done conſiſtently 
with the ſatisfaction due to offended 
: * but conſequentially and ef- 
fectually, 


fectually, by giving Himſelf a ranſom 


for all, by bearing our fins in his own 


body on the tree, by rendering our ſin- 
cere, though imperfect obedience, 
acceptable to God through the in- 
valuable merits of that facrifice, by 
graciouſly affording us the means of 
ſalvation, and, in a word, by putting 
us in a capacity of reinſtating our- 
ſelves in the Divine Favour, and 
thereby qualifying ourſelves for bleſs- 
ed manſions in the kingdom of heaven. 
Under theſe advantageous and 


comfortable circumſtances, how dif- 


ferent is the ſituation of the Chriſ- 
tian from that of the Heathen world ! 
--- The doctrine of a future ſtate is 


peculiarly Chriſtian ; it was aſcer- 


tained by Him only, who 4rought 
life and immortality to light through the 
geſbel.— The doctrine of repentance 
unto life, which hath a direct aſpect 


to ſuch future ſtate, or, in other 


words, 
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words, the doctrine of repentance for 
the remiſion of ſins through the merits. 
of our blefſed Redeemer, is peculi- 
arly Chriſtian.---And, again, the 
doctrine of grace to help in time of 


need, or of Divine Grace powerfully 


influencing, but not irreſiſtibly im- 


pelling the human mind ; not for- 


cibly directing our actions, but im- 
perceptibly co-operating with our own 
earneſt endeavours to diſcharge our 
manifold obligations; the doctrine, 
1 ſay, of aſſiſting, animating, pre- 
venting, and renewing grace, is pecu- 


liarly Chriſtian. It is with reſpect 


to the bleſſed efficacy of this ſuper- 
natural aid and ſupport in our ſpiri- 
tual warfare, that the diſpenſer of it, 
the third perſon of the holy Trinity, 
is expreſsly ſtyled in ſcripture, The 
Comforter ; as the diſpenſation itſelf 


is emphatically called Grace; i. e. 


favour in the higheſt ä ; and a 
moſt 
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moſt ſignal and illuſtrious inſtance of 
good will to men. 


And now having gone through a 
ſubject ſo ſuitable to the ſolemnity of 
this day, and having, I truſt, ſuffici- 
ently evinced the divinity of that per- 
ſon who thereon condeſcended to ap- 
pear in our nature, and ſhewn how 
truly he has accompliſhed the graci- 
ous defign which moved him to this 
amazing condeſcenſion; ſomething 
by way of reflection and application 
ſhould naturally follow. But I ſhall 
not be long in pointing out what in- 
fluence the belief of this doctrine 
ought to have upon our practice; 
becauſe the cloſe and neceſſary con- 
nection of the one with the other ſo 
evidently appears from the nature 
of the doctrine itſelf. Do we believe 
that Feſus Chrift came into the world 
to Jave repenting ſinners ? Shall we 
then 
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then continue finners? Shall we re- 
fuſe to repent and amend our ways, 
and ſo fruſtrate his gracious purpoſe 
by neglecting to fulfil the eaſy and 
reafonable conditions of the goſpel ? 
Shall we render the croſs of Chriſt 
of none effect to us, and evacuate the 
final and moſt wonderful diſpenſation 
of infinite wiſdom and mercy ? Shall 
we do deſpite to the Spirit of Grace ? 


Shall we grieve that Holy Spirit of 


God, whereby, if we are not wanting 
to ourſelves, we may be ſealed unto 
the day of redemption ? In ſhott, we 
may aſk. the Apoſtle's queſtion upon 
this occaſion; How ſhall we eſcape, 
if wwe neglect ſo great ſaluation? 
What indeed can be ſaid in excuſe of 
extenuation of their folly and per- 
verſeneſs, who /ove darkneſs rather 
than light, and will not be for ever 


happy, becauſe, having been created 


ftree-agents and neceſſarily continuing 
tuck, 
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ſuch, they have it in their power to 
be eternally miſerable? But I hope 
better things of you that hear me; 
3nd, agreeably to that hope, my prayer 
to Cod is, that you may give all dili- 
gence to add to your faith, virtue, and 
to walk worthy of the holy vocation 
wherewith ye are called; or, as it is 
elſewhere expreſſed, worthy of God, 
who bath called you unto bis gde 
and glory. | 


Laſtly, As to thoſe affections and 
emotions of the mind which ought 
to be raiſed in us by the above con- 
fiderations, the gratitude, admiration, 
and tranſport we ought to feel, when 
we reflect on the dignity of the Per- 
fon who took upon Him our nature 
to reſcue that nature from corruption 
and perdition; and, on the other 
hand, that profound humility which 
the ſenſe of our own vileneſs and un- 

worthineſs 
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worthineſs ſhould create in us. 
Theſe are paſſions which will be pro- 
duced in us by contemplation on the 
ſubject before us, or by nothing, not 
by the tongues of men, or even of angels. 
For ſeriouſneſs and conviction are the 
two only things neceſſary to our being 
properly affected in this matter. If 
we firmly believe the doctrine of the 
incarnation, and, its conſequence, 
the redemption of fallen man, and 
ſuffer our thoughts to dwell upon the 
conſideration of it, we ſhall find that 
it is a ſubject not only the moſt de- 
ſerving but the moſt fit of all others 
to employ all our faculties and the 
nobleſt affections of our minds in 
their full vigour and utmoſt ſtretch, 
And principally if we reflect on the 
happy alteration of man's condition 
effected by this moſt amazing act of 
divine love, we muſt be filled with 
the extremeſt joy which our nature 
. can 
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can be ſenſible of. This joy muſt be 


of that devout, that heavenly kind, 
which is well expreſſed by /inging and 
making melody in our hearts unto the 
Lord, as the apoſtle ſpeaks. And 
in our outward demonſtrations of it 
we mult never forget the ſubject of 
the angelical hymn on the day of our 
bleſſed Lord's nativity; Glory be to 
God in the higheſt, on earth peace, good 


will towards men. 
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The folly, wickedneſs, and danger 
of pride. 


1 COR. Iv. 7. 


Who maketh thee to differ from another? 
And what haſt thou that thou didft 
not receive? Now, if thou didſt re- 
cerve it, why agſt thou glory as if 
thou hadſt not received it? 


HAT was the immediate 
occaſion of theſe words of the 
great apoſtle of the Gentiles, we ſhall 
ſee preſently ; and mean while it will 
abundantly ſuffice to obſerve that 
they contain a general doctrine, and 
a cenſure and condemnation of a vice 

VOL. II. C com- 
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common to every age of the world, 
and, as ſtrange as it may ſeem, to 
almoſt every condition and ſituation 
of human life. ---I need not tell you, 
I mean the vice of pride ; which, if 
we judge from the practice of the 
world in general, we might be led 
to conclude made for all men. It 
may not improperly be called the 
univerſal paſſion. The iſe man glories 
in his wiſdom, the mighty. man in his 
might, and the rich man in his riches ; 
and who is there ſcarcely but hath 
ſome endowment of body or mind, 
| ſome qualification natural or fortui- 
tous, real or imaginary, that puffs 
him with vanity, and renders him 
conſiderable j in his own eyes? Nay, 
for want of uſually, reputed accom- 
-pliſhments,. and the more ſpecious 
.pretences for pride, men will value 
themſelves upon their particularities, 
their humours, and even their vices; 
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and as there are ſome who make a 
boaſt of their ſuppoſed excellencies, . 

ſo there are others 40hoſe glory is in 
their ſhame.---The extravagance, or 
rather the abominableneſs of pride in 
the laſt mentioned inſtances; is too 
glaring to be inſiſted upon; and the 
folly, the unreaſonableneſs, and the 
ſinfulneſs of the ſame in the other 

caſes is, one would think, ſufficient- 
ly apparent from this conſideration, 
that all we have and all we enjoy is 
the gift of God. What haſt thou, aſks 
the apoſtle in the text, that thou didſt 
not receive? And the queſtion de- 
mands a ſelf-condemning anſwer ; 
ſince no man can pretend to ſay that 
he is the author of any diſtinction 
or excellence he perceives in him- 
ſelf, or that he hath any thing 
which he hath not immediately, or 
ultimately, received from God. This 
being allowed, the conſcience will 
urge home St Paul's juſt rebuke, im- 
C2: _ plied 
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plied in the next queſtion, - Not, if 
thou didft recrive it, why doſt thou glory 
OR hadſt not 2 . 


From this paſſage of vides 
therefore I ſhall take occaſion to en« 
quire more fully into the principal 
and moſt plauſible grounds of human 
glorying, and to ſhew the inſufficien- 
cy, and conſequently the unreaſon- 
ableneſs, and impiety of the ſame; 


And then 1 ſhall conclude with a 
few words of practical inference and 
E | 


Let us firſt then enquire more fully 
into the ptincipal and moſt plauſible. 
grounds of human glorying, in order 
to ſhew the inſufficiency, and oonſe- 
quently the unreaſonableneſs and i im- 
. ſame. 174 
What 
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Apollos, but miniſters by whom 'ye be- 
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What gave occaſion to the apoſtle's 
reproof in the words of the text was 


the boaſt made by the Corinthians of 


thoſe extraordinary gifts and graces 
of the Holy Spirit, by which them- 
ſelves and their paſtors and teachers 
were diftinguiſhed from unbelievers 
and from one another. There ſeems 


to have been a firife among them with 


regard to the excellence of the en- 
dow ments of their ſeveral inſtructors; 
and conſequently to their own pro- 
ficiency under the Goſpel of the grace 
of God. One ſaith, I am of Paul, 
and another I am of Apollos.-»<But the 


apoſtle calls this contention carnal; 


and thereby barely diſcounte- 
nances, but in effect abſolutely for- 


_ bids all oſtentation of-this:fort, as al- 
together ſavouring of human pride. 


Hove; even as the Lord gave to every 
C 3 man ? 
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nan? And in the words of the text 
he aſks, who maketh thee to differ from 


another ? This is ſtriking indeed at 
the very root of vanity : for if even 


the poſſeſſion of theſe ſpiritual en- 


dowments, by which the primitive 
Chriſtians may properly be ſaid to 
have been dignified as well as diſtin- 
guiſhed ;---if thoſe wonderful diver- 
fittes of ſupernatural gifts afforded 


ground for rejoicing only, and not for 


glorying, much leſs pretence ſurely 

ſhall we find for the ſame at this day, 
in our ordinary graces and qualificati- 
ons; in our moral or our intellectual 

accompliſhments. And yet theſe are 
continually the foundations of ſelf- 

conceit. There are but too many for 

inſtance, who value themſelves upon 
being righteous, and de/þi/e others.--- 
But. do we call ourſelyes Chriſtians, 

and at the ſame time want to be told 
that by the grace of God, we are what 

; IR es we 
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we are; that we are nor ſufficient of our- | 
elves to think or do any thing good as 
of ourſelves, but that our ſufficiency is of 
God ? In truth, nothing can be more 
oppoſite to, and inconſiſtent with 
ſelf-exaltation than the ſcripture re- 
_ preſentations, which ſet forth the 
whole man, in every part and faculty 
of foul and body, as the purchaſe and 
property of redeeming and ſanctifying 
grace. Man in his moral capacity 1s 
in a very particular ſenſe a receiver; 
a receiver, not by the reſtoration of 
his natural and original powers, but by 
an adventitious and infuſed ſtrength. 
His ſpiritual life, or power of doing 
the will of God, and working out his 
own final happineſs, depends upon a 
continued grant and ſupply from 
heaven. Where is boaſting then? It 
zs manifeſtly. excluded from fo for- 
lorn and dependent a ſtate ;: wherein 
all that is left for a man to act con- 
liſts in uſing the aſſiſtance that is lent 
C 4 him, 
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himſelf accountable, but not enough 


to tender him accepted; his ſuffici- 


ency in that reſpe& being the free 
gift of God. Revelation at the ſame 
time that it reſtores the hopes, 


ſtrongly evidences the inſufficiency 


and impotence of fallen nature; and 
the neceſſity of grace on the one 


properly applied for on the other, are 
at once mortifying and encouraging 


con hderations. 


of And let it farther be remembered 
that though we are ſanctified by 


grace, we are by no means perfected 


by it. Human nature in its beſt ſtate 


is in a ſtate of imperfection. Who 


can tell how oft be offendeth ? The 


Pſalmiſt aſks the queſtion, and the 
apoſtle may be underſtood in the 
following words to anſwer him ;--- 


In 


him. He can do enough to make 


hand, and the promiſe of it when 
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ſpirit, the bleſſed product of heavenly 
influence upon our minds; and if our 
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In many things we offend all. If then 
our ſuppoſed virtues and moral ex- 
cellencies are really the fruit of the 


numberleſs errors, failings, and neg» 
ligences be traly and properly our 
own, here is evidently no ground for 
pride, but much, very much for 
bumiliation. | 


And, yet farther, this argument 


may be viewed in another light. 
The purity and innocence of life and 
manners which men are ſometimes 
ready to picque themſelves upon, are 
frequently owing not to perſonal rec- 
titude of heart or principle, (as at beſt 


is vainly imagined) but to accidental, 


or rather providential circumſtances; 
ſuch as delicacy, or, if you pleaſe, 
defect of conſtitution ; the advantage 
of education; a ſtate of life happily , 

removed 
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removed in a great meaſure from 
ſcenes of temptation; the benefit of 
good examples; the abſence of bad 


ones; the intervention of ſickneſs; 


or the ſeaſonableneſs of affliction. 
Theſe things will make one man 20 
arffer from another ; but as theſe things 
are the reſult of his wiſe and gracious 
appointment who is the great diſpoſer 
of events, and not of our own choice, 
or prudence, (to ſpeak of them in 
general,) we have ſurely much greater 
reaſon to be humbly thankful for the 
happy conſequences of them, than to 


aſſume the leaſt degree of merit to 


ourſelves from them; or to demean 
ourſelves on their account with an 
arrogance ungrateful to God, or un- 
charitable to our neighbour. 


Again. Many of the foregoing conſi- 
derations may be applied to the caſe of 


our intellectual abilities and accom- 
pliſnments; which, next to our moral 


and 
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and religious attainments, lay the moſt 


ſpecious foundation for human glory. 


That God is the author of all diſ- 


tinction between his creatures in ge- 
neral, as well as between man and 
man, is a truth which ſpeculation 
acknowleges, but practice too often 


ſhamefully denies. The reaſonable 


ſoul is that which, in its nature, fun- 


damentally diſtinguiſhes men from all 


other animals; and, ſignally, in the 
ſeveral degrees of its perfection, from 
each other. Of this faculty of reaſon 
therefore man is apt to be, if not ab- 
ſolutely, at leaſt comparatively vain. 


---But, I would aſk, do we make our 
boaſt in the poſſeſſion of our under- 


ſtandings, or in the uſe and improve- 
ment of them ?---If in the former, 
let it be remembered, that our rati- 


_ onal talent is as much received as any 


other circumſtance of our birth; 


and hat God makes us to differ in this 


reſ hot 
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reſpect juſt as he does in our features, 


our complexions, or our ftatures. 


A man exalting bimſelf, and deſpiſing 
others, on account of the ſuperior 


ſtrength and verge of his parts, 
muſt doubtleſs be humbled and 


aſhamed to core that he is proud 
of a different texture of his brain, or 


of a freer circulation of his blood, 


and the other humours of his body; 
for theſe are the circumſtances that 
conſtitute the difference betwixt the 
brighteſt genius and an idiot. --- 
Beſides, the precariouſneſs of the 
tenure by which the intellectual pow- 
ers are held, is another depreſſing 
conſideration. They are at the mercy, 
as I may ſay, of a number of caſual- 
ties ſo called, are frequently injured 
by bodily diforders, and impaired, I 
ſuppoſe, univerſally by age. A com- 


mon diſtemper will blunt the ſharpeſt 


wit, and a flight pain confound the 
ſoundeſt 
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ſoundeſt judgment.---Shall we then 
be proud of faculties of which we 
cannot procure the poſſeſſion, nor 
prevent the loſs or the diminution? 


But though our underſtandings are 
confeſſedly the git of God, it may be 
aſked, may not the improvement, 
and the cultivation of them, be called 
our own ?--- Apparently they may 
indeed; but by no means in ſttictneſs 
of proptiety.---For the queſtion is, 
whether the man who makes a wiſe 
and - proper uſe of his talents, does 
not do this not merely as of the ability, 
but likewiſe as of the - inclination 
which God groeth ?---Is not the very 
diſpoſition in all intellectual as well 
as moral caſes one of thoſe good and 
perfet gafts which cometh from above? 
If ſo, our care, our induſtry, and our 
application cannot juſtly be put to a 
perſonal account; and, 'conſ{equently, 
f os 
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though they may miniſter abundant 
occaſion for ſatisfaction, will afford 
none at all for n and ſelf⸗ 


conceit. 


Further, to all intellectual im- 
provements, talents and inclinations 
are not more neceſſary than opportu- 


nities. To whom then are we in- 


debted for theſe? Whom may we 


thank for the friends, or the fortune, 
which procured us the benefits of an 
early and liberal education ?- Who 


affords us ſufficient leiſure in life for 
the farther cultivation of our natural 


abilities ?---Who enables us to pur- 
ſue our ſtudies by bleſſing us with 
health, and a ſuitable conſtitution ? 


More queſtions might be aſked to 


the ſame effect; but it will ſuffice 
to remark that, with regard to theſe 


things, we cannot be looked upon in 


any other light than that of receivers; 


1 and 
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and that we are under unſpeakable 
obligations to the gracious diſpoſal of 
divine providence for thoſe mental 
endowments and excellencies which 
we are ſo ready to take a pride in, 
and to treat others contemptuouſly 
for the want of; who, at the ſame 
time, it is poſſible, would have made 
greater improvements than ourſelves, 
with equal, or even fewer advan- 
tages. 


After all, how extremely weak and 
deficient at beſt is human wiſdom ? 
.---How vaſt is the region of ſcience, 
and how little is diſcovered of it? - 
The nobleſt productions of genius 

are rather efforts than acquiſitions: 
and the deepeſt reſearches of philoſo- 
phy reſt at length on unknown prin- 
ciples, and terminate in obſcurity. 
In ſhort, we ſeem to be at full as 
ent a diſtance from intellectual as 
from 
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more able to attain to exact knows 
lege than to finleſs innocency. 
merit in this reſpect is merely com- 


parative; and, in fact, the main dif- 


ference between the moſt knowing, 
and the moſt illiterate of mankind, 
may fairly be ſaid to conſiſt in the 
diſtinction which we muſt make be- 
twixt plain ſimplicity and decorated 
ignorance.---But I forbear to enlarge 


upon ſo trite a topic; and ſhall only 


juſt obſerve farther under this head, 


that if even the moſt judicious and 
pious application of our underſtand- 


ings in the ſearch of knowlege, in the 
refinement of arts, in illuſtration of 
the works of providence, or elucida- 
tion of revealed truth, will not fur- 
niſh us with any grounds for pride; 


properly, much ſhould they be con- 
n who rurn the | capacity 
which 


from moral perfection 3 and are no | 


All 


little ſhould they glory, or, more 
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a God has bleſt them with into 


laſcivioiſurſi, and proſtitute fine parts, 
and great abilities in the cauſe of vice, 


and to purpoſes - 12 and i im- 
en 


| And now, having ſaid thus much 
upon the preceding articles, it will be 
unneceſſary to dwell on things of far 
inferior conſideration; or formally to 


prove the vanity, the unreaſonable- 


neſs, and the impiety of glorying in 


what we commonly call the goods of 


nature, and of fortune; ſuch as 
beauty, ſtrength, riches, and honour. 


Pride, on account of theſe external 


accompliſhments, theſe corporeal ad- 
vantages, is odious and contemptible 


in the eye of the world itſelf; and 
even thoſe who give themſelves no 
concern about its wickedneſs, are 
provoked by the ſuperciliouſneſs, and 
diiguſted by the folly of it. It will 


Vox. II. D ſuffice 


50 SERMON II. 


ſuffice then to aver upon theſes 
grounds that pride, with reſpect to 
all and every of the particulars above- 
mentioned, is extremely ridiculous 
in its own nature, and utterly abomi- 
nable in the ſight of God, for the 
following obvious and already inti- 
mated reaſons ;---becauſe all theſe 
things are the gifts of /zs creation; 
his infuſion ; or his providence 3 
becauſe we can neither poſſeſs, nor 
preſerve and retain them at pleaſure; 
-=-becaule the very beſt of them are 
given us in truſt only, and are talents 
for which we muſt hereafter be ac- 
countable ;---and conſequently be- 
cauſe they will finally redound to 
our honour or to our diſpraiſe; to 
our eternal ſhame, or be 
glory, as we ſhall be found 

dently and piouſly to have aſed, or 
weakly and preſumptuouſly to have 
abuſed them. 


But 
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® But though pride be a quality, or, 


not to compliment it with ſo ſoft a 


name, a vice altogether offenſive both 
to God and man, yet is there no ſuch 
thing as an honeſt deſire of diſtinc- 
tion, and a laudable love of fame? 
Or is there no emulation of a differ- 
ent nature from that which is ranked 
by the apoſtle among the works of the 


Heſd ?---Beyond all doubt ſuch queſ- 


tions as theſe muſt be anſwered in 
= affirmative.—-The wiſe man tells 
A good name is rather to be choſen 
joe great riches; and if we follow 
St. Paul's example, his wwe ſhall do- 


forgetting thoſe things which are be- 


hind, and reaching forth unto thoſe 
things which are before, we ſhall preſs 
toward the mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Chrift Fefus ; or, 
if we obey the precept of the ſame 
apoſtle, we ſhall % run our ſpiri- 


tual race, that we may obtain a crown 


D 2 incor- 


: mncorruptible.---You ſee then we are 
commanded to endeavour to excel in 


piety and godlineſs, and, by parity | 


of reaſon, in whatſoever things are 
praiſe-worthy and of good. report ; 


while at the ſame time it is impoſſi- 


ble to excel without a conſciouſneſs 
of excellence, and a ſatisfaction ariſ- 
ing. from that conſciouſneſs.---But 

all this while our grand aim and ob- 
je& ought to be the promotion of 
God's glory. The good man will 
regard fame not as the end, but the 


concomitant of virtue; he will mo- 


derately and modeſtly enjoy praiſe 


not as the reward, but the conſe- 


quence of well-doing. In proſecu- 
tion of the above-mentioned great 
aim, his emulation will be untinc- 
tured with the leaſt degree of envy ; 
it will be his wiſh rather to deſerve 
than to acquire popular reputation; 
and he wilt perſevere in a godly and 
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Chriſtian courſe of life, neither a 
better man for the applauſe and en- 


couragement it may be attended with, 


nor a worſe for the reproach, the diſ- 


grace, or even the diſtreſs: which is 
ſometimes incurred by it. Under 


theſe circumſtances, bb will rejoice 
in the comfortable gimony of a good 


conference ; or, if he glories, he will 5 


- 


1 am now to conclude with a few 6 
words of practical inference and * 


plication. 


Now that the foregoing confidera- 
tions may have the ſtronger influence 
on our conduct, we may from the 
manifeſt unreaſonableneſs, and im- 
piety of pride in all inſtances, take 


occaſion to infer more at large the 
extreme danger of it, both with re- 
"= to this world, and the next.—— 


3 With 


With reſpect even to this world we 
cannot but obſerve, that the conti- 


nuance of our enjoyment of thoſe 


good things of all denominations 
which we have received at the hand 


of God will depend much on our 
own piety and diſcretion,---If the 


rich man be diſpoſed to glory in his 


riches, let him recollect, that it is 
the Lord who gibeth, and taketh 
away ; who bringeth low, and lifteth 
up.---If the mighty man is inclined to 
glory in his might, let him remember, 
that God putteth down the mighty from 
their ſeats ; and that by ſtrength ſhall 
no man prevail.---If the wiſe man 
would glory in his wiſdom, let him be 
reminded, that God #ateth the wiſe 
in their own craftineſs ; and that he 
diſappointet the devices of the crafty, 
ſo that their hands cannot perform their 


enterprize.---Inſtances of immediate 


and dreadful inflictions on human 
N vanity 
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vanity are recorded for our examples. 


Witneſs the ſevere puniſhment of 


| Nebuchadnezar, and the miſerable end 


of Herod ; who reſpectively gave not 


God the glory, the former of his great- 


neſs, the latter of his eloquence:--- 
But the danger of ſpiritual pride is 
what we ought principally to infiſt 
upon.---Be not bigh-minded, but fear, 
ſays our apoſtle ; which advice each 
of us may apply to himſelf in his 
Chriſtian capacity.--- To truſt in our- 
ſelves that we are righteous is to pro- 
voke God, © without whom nothing 
« is ſtrong, nothing is holy,” to rate 
lis holy ſpirit from us. For we are 
expreſsly aſſured, that he re/teth the 


proud, but giveth grace unto the hum- 


ble. And this is a moſt awful conſi- 
deration which directly refers us to 


the world to come.---Left wholly to 


ourſelves, and deſtitute of divine aſ- 
ſiſtance, how ſhall we be able to 
2511 work 
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work out our own ſaluation? This is 2 5 
work which muſt be accompliſhed gd 
-with fearing and trembling ;---with an 8 
abſolute renunciation of perſonal 
merit, or natural powers; with a 
true faith in God, and a firm reliance 
on that bleſſed ſuccour and ſupport 
which de/cendeth from above. In a 
word, let us remember, that to the 
poor in ſpirit the kingdom of heaven is 
expreſsly and particularly promiſed 
by the meek aud lowly Feſus ;---that 
if on any account we are iſted up 
with pride, we ſhall be in danger 05 
falling into the condemnation of the 
deuil. and that we are in all caſes _ 
and circumſtances concerned, in point 
of prudence as well as piety, to 1 
humble ourſelves under the mighty hand 


of God, that be my exalt us in due 
n = 
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The duty and benefits of family 


prayer. 


Ma T r. XVIII. 20. 


Where two or three are gathered ae. 
ther in my name, there am Fr m the 


nig of them. 


HESE words. of our bleſſed = 
Saviour reſpect divine worſhip 


in general, but may be conſidered as 
particularly encouraging private or 


family devotion :---a duty, of which 
the neglect hath unhappily of late 


been, I fear, as univerſal as heretofore 


was 
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was the obſervance. The ſubject is 
therefore ſeaſonable, as well as im- 


portant; and will be worth your beſt 


attention in many points of view. I 
ſhall accordingly, without farther 


preface, recommend and enforce the 


duty of family-prayer, from the fol- 


lowing conſiderations : : 


F irſt, the import of ſcriptural 388 
cept; 
Secondly, the weight & example: 
- Thirdly, the evident. reaſonable- 
neſs of the duty itſelf: _ | 
Fourthly, the advantages derivable 
from it : 


- Fifthly, the folly, and 


Tama the W of webe. 


ing it. 


pos all which conſiderations 4 


ſhall found an earneſt exhortation to 
its ſerious and conſtant performance; 
removing 
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removing ſome trivial objections 


which may be formed againſt it, 


and intermixing a few hints of di- 


rection, regarding the manner of diſ- 
e ft. | 


The firſt ane meptienvs 


was the import of ſcriptural precept. 


---I ſaid, inport; - becauſe, it will 
be acknowleged, we cannot produce 
any direct, expreſs command enjoin- 


ing the duty in queſtion.---And, 1 


pray, what expreſs, or literal com- 
mand have we for aſſembling ourſelves 

together twice every Lord's day, for 
the purpoſe of public - worſhip, in 
the great congregation ? Theſe, by the 
way, are things dictated by our com- 
mon reaſon, which, in ſuch inſtances, 

cannot miſtake the ſenſe and ſcope of 


ſcripture. That God is to be wor- 


ſhipped is a moſt obvious truth; and 
if ſo, it is as certain he is to be wor- 


ſhipped 
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ſhipped under every character we 


ſuſtain ; or, in other words, in our 


perſonal, our domeſtic, and our focial 
capacities. Accordingly, though no 


particular paſſage of holy writ pre- 


ſcribing the duty of family prayer in 
ſo many words is to be found, yet is 


there no want of general precepts in 


which it is plainly implied, and from 


which it is neceſſarily inferred. Such 
are all thoſe (which are too many 


and too well known to be repeated) 
that require us to ſerve and honour 


God all poffible ways, and with all | 


our powers, faculties, and opportu- 
nities; and to uſe all means of ſanc- 


_ tifying our own fouls, and edifying 
our brethren ; eſpecially thoſe who 
_ are under our immediate care, or of 
our own houſhold.---Now if it be very 
manifeſt (as it moſt ſurely is) that 


theſe good purpoſes are eminently 


ſerved by the regular practice of fa- 


mily 


e 


expreſſions here made uſe of 19 
applicable (as was before intimated) 
to the prayers offered up by the me 


— 
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mily- devotion, then it follows that the 
duty muſt be included in thoſe general 


precepts and injunctions.=--But what 
think ye of our Saviour's own words 


to his diſciples, which you have heard 
in the text? The whole paſſage 
runs thus. -I ſay unto you, that of 


tee of you ſhall agree on earth as touch» 
ing any thing that ye ſhall off, it ſhall 


be done for them of my Father which is 


in heaven. For ꝛobere oa or three are 


gathered together in ny name, there am 


I in the midſt of them.---Are not the 


rs of families in common? For | 


are not ſuch to or three, or a ſmall 
number, aſſembled, or gathered to- 
gether in Chriſt's name ?---Aad: does 
not the bleſſing promiſed, vez, his 
preſence, and his heavenly Father's 
acceptance. of our e they 
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be duly preſented to bim, abſolately 
preſuppoſe and imply the duty itſelf ? 


And it is farther obſervable here, 
that the excellent form of prayer 
which he taught his diſciples, and 
which we diſtinguiſh by the name of 
the Lord's prayer, though highly fit 
and proper to be uſed in public, and 


ſecret worſhip, is ſo framed in ſeveral 
of its petitions, as to ſeem peculiarly 


deſigned for the uſe of a family, as 


you cannot but take notice upon the 


recollection of it ee my repeat- 
ing them. 


But it is time to —— to the 


ſecond conſideration by which this 
duty is enforced ; wiz. that of the 
example of pious. and godly men in 
all ages.---We are told in the 4th Ch. 
of Gen. v. 26. that when Enos was 
born to Seth, then began nen to call 


upon the name of the Lord: i. e. as 
ſoon 


1 Keele E. . 
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ſoon as't there began to be a family in 
the pious line of Seth, God's worſhip 
was ſet up in it. The example of 
holy Fob may be produced likewiſe in 


this place, to the ſame purpoſe; who, 
we are informed, ſanctiſied his family 


by ſacrifices and oblations, and all 
ſuitable rites of domeſtic devotion. 
---And, beyond all doubt, this godly 
cuſtom was kept up by that illuſtrious 
patriarch, the faithful Abrabam; of 
whom God himſelf teſtifies, that he 
knew that he would command. his chil- 


dren, and his houſhold after bim, that 
they might keep the way of the Lord, 


Sc. -Now if he was a perſon- ſo 
zealous for the honour of God, and 
the maintenance of the true religion, 


as is here repreſented, it muſt be 


ſuppoſed that he ſet his family an 

example of every kind of piety and 
devotion; and, as there was then no 
eſtabliſned church, his houſe muſt 


have 


SERMON III. 


64 


of domeſtic worſhip in later days, 
and after the eſtabliſhment of a na- 


morable example of Joſbua, who 
amidſt an almoſt total defection of a 


people, ever prone to relapſe into 
idolatry, declared publickly his pious 


reſolution of continuing in the pro- 


feſſion of the true religion in the fol- 
lowing terms ;---as for me, and my 
houſe, ve will ſerve the Lord.---Again, 
-=-let us turn to the 11th Ch. of St. 
Luke's Goſpel, and attentively conſi- 
der what we read in the beginning of 
it.---And it came to paſs ar be was 
Praying in a certain place, when he 


ceaſed, one of his diſciples faid unto him, 


Lord, teach ns to pray, as Jom alſo” 


taught his diſciples. And be faid unto 
"mw when ye pray, ſay--<Ec. Then 


follows | 


have been the place of 'worthip, und 
his family the - congregation;<-<Not | 
fall we be wt a loſs for inſtances 


tional religion. Witneſs the me- 
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follows the admirable form above ta- 
ken notice: of. In this paſſage we ſee 
out blefled Lord was praying in con 


ab 


| pany with his diſciples; and if he pr 25 
edi in the preſence of his diſciples, it is 
more than probable that he prayed 1 
with them, not ſecretly, by himſelf; 

and if ſo, here is the example of 
Chriſt himſelf for family devotion; 


his diſciples being, i in a proper ſenſe, 
his family.---As for the primitive 
Chriſtians, we have abundant reaſon : 


to be ſatisfied, that they neglected 
not ſo decent, ſo pious a ſervice, but 


performed it conſtantly with much 


zeal, and general edification 


Neither is the example of our own 
fore-fathers. wanting to excite us to 


family- prayer. For this truly godly 


cuſtom was formerly much more ob- 


7 ſerved in this nation. And it was 


firſt brought into diſcredit, and diſuſe 


5 a almoſt 4. becauſe Joe who 


Vor. 3 mn abuſed - 


ont! relleftions 3--00ks fill, that 
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abuſed it. But whether this wa} 
then, or ſhould be now, à ſifficient 
reaſon for fieglecting it, I ſubmit te 
the confideration of any ſober; think= 


that religion ſhould be thrown aſide; 
and irfeligion- or profariencls eſta- 


bliſhed by a law? Th ſhort, | | the | 
cuſtom in queſtion is a pics, and 
4 resſonable one t60; and as ſuch 


| Thirdly; as I propoſes, bg 6a 32s 
and recommend it. 5 


# 


Now the feaſennbfefefs of prayer 
in our families, as it is What may in 


great meaſüre appear fromm the pre- 
ceding confideritions, 15 will it be 
more fully 'eviteed by a few addi- 


WAY 
; | every 


ing perſon, All religion has been; 
and may be perverted to the Worſt 'of 
parpoſes ; but is this any argüment 


Ko 
„ 


* 
3005 


mode of 
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every fl 16 & little fociety. And 


is it cht 61 fesſonable, that there 
ſuculd Be ky" ſbeiety which does hot 
wotip' God? Ot is the devotion" sf 

ſottte of the particular mettibers there 
of any mers tHe devotion of that fo“ 
clety, "khan it ie the worſhip of 4 


Whole Enyfegatioti of Chittians ? 


And Has” not every Fathily need of 
Göcb's protection; and has it tot its 


wants to be ſu pblied, as Well as lata 


bodies of men, or ptate pers ; 
ſons ?==-Befides; let it be EbhfRdertd; 


that tis out duty to ft à gobd & 
ample to tit children, and fervants. 


And what can be a more reaſonable 

oing ſo than this pious 
priice of praying with them ? They 
moſt days, it is to be feared, are 
witneſſes of our ſinfulneſs, or at leaſt 


of vbr folly; in many inſtances; as 


in taſh, Haſty expreſſions; in taking 


Gods frame in vain; and other faults 


E 2 and 
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and infirmities of common conver- 
ſation. How edifying then muſt it 
be for them to hear us confeſſing our 


unworthineſs in all reſpects, humbly 


imploring pardon and forgiveneſs, and 


the aſſiſtance of divine grace for a 
better government of ourſelves for 
the time to come? And when in 


time they ſhall perceive in us an al- 


teration for the better, (as will cer- 
tainly be the caſe, if we are ſincere 
in our Prayers) muſt not this cauſe 
them to give glory to God? And will 


they not become more ſerious and 
earneſt i in their own devotions from 


the view of ſuch 2 bleſſed effect Ro 
| Accordin igly, the reaſonableneſs of 
this godly price will oe farther 


from the 


Fourth erin of f its advan- 


| tages.---=Theſe- are manifold,” and 


numbers are concerned in them; z as 
our 
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SERMON I. 69 
our country, our families, and our- 


ſelves.--- While we are bringing up 
our families in the fear and ſervice of 


God, (of which the pious cuſtom I 
am recommending muſt be allowed 


to be a principal part, and expreſ- 
fion,) we are training up good and 
loyal ſubjets to the government ; 


faithful Fee of the eſtabliſhed 
church; and uſeful friends, and ho- 
neſt neighbours: in other words, we 


are ſecuring bleſſings both to church 


and ſtate,---And with reſpect to our 
families, we are training them up in 
goodneſs, by giving them an early 
tincture of religion; a conſtant ſenſe 
of their dependence hpon God for al! 
bleſſings, temporal, and ſpiritual; 
and of their being accountable to him 


for their daily actions.-This will be 


one of the readieſt methods we can 


take to preſerve them from all vice 
and exceſs, which are real miſery 
VVV under 
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under the fxgrering bre of 


Pleaſure 5 and to make their duty eaſy 
and delightful, which is their true 
| happineſs even in this world; and 
will enſuge to them their everlaſting 
happineſs in heayen.---Now if we 


hape any thing in us of that Chriſtian | 


charity, which is the badge of our 
profeſſion, and which rejgiceth in 
promoting the good of others, muſt 
not our hearts fervently deſire to be 
thus happily inſtrumental towards the 
preſent peace and future felicity of 
thoſe that dwell with us, and are 
under our immediate care and inſ pec- 

tion ?---As for the advantages which 
we ſhall reap ourſelves by ſerving 


God in our families, they are many 


and evident, and will be found in 


both worlds. In this, firſt of all, in 
the ſatisfactior of our conſciences, 
Which is the greateſt wh AG er this 


ge the graue; next, in the affec- 


tionate 
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tignate and faithful obedience of our 
children and ſervants; which is con- 
feſſedly one of the chiefeſt comforts 
of life. For, beſides that theſe will 
beſt learn their duty towards us by 
being taught to practicg it towards 
God, there muſt remain in thei 
hearts à loyipg and affeRiopate . 
for thoſe who have promoted their 
eternal intereſts ; becauſe this muſt 
be lopked upon as a real kindneſs, 
and as proceeding from the maſt cha- 
ritable iptention. And the fatisfag- 
| hence will follow us into heaven, 
and make part of our happineſs even 
there, when ye ſhall ſee gur children 
_ and feryants partakers of its unſpeak- 
able jays, joining with us to all 
eternity in adoring and praifing that 
God in whoſe worſhip we united 
with one accord upon earth.---We 
are concerned therefore in common 
pe pru- 
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dence, we ſee, to practice this duty; 
and, e the t of — 


it Was ho” 


a Fifth conſideration I mentioned. 


-In ſpeaking to a Chriſtian congre- 


gation, I muſt be ſuppoſed to addreſs 

myſelf to perſons who have a ſenſe of 
religion upon their minds, and are 
deſirous of inberiting eternal hfe.--- 


And will ſuch as theſe content them- 


ſelves with doing their duty by halves, 
or in part, as I may ſay? Will they 
overlook, or contemn any means of 


of improving in piety, and conſe- 


quently of advancing their own ſal- 
vation ?----Shall- we not offer up 
prayers and ſupplications to God in, 
and with our families, or (I might 
add) enter into our cloſets, and pray to 
our Father which is in ſecret, becauſe 


we are called upon to worſhip Bim 
. the ata and in te place 


where 


ere bis honour dwelleth ? Will not 


theſe private and home- ſervices, as I 
may call them, fit and prepare us 


for the public devotions of the ſane- 
tuary? Will they not „ nouriſh” us 
«jn true religion,” and cheriſh in us : 
a ſpirit, and habit of godlineſs ? Will 


not the performance of our duty in 


general become a more joyful and 


pleaſant thing by our conſcientious 
attention to the ſeveral particulars 


of it? Will not the tabernacles ef the 


Lord of hoſts appear more amiable to 


us, and ſhall we not be more glad to 


go into the houſe of the Lord, by ac- 
cuſtoming ourſelves to pious exerciſes, 


| and, as it were, familiarizing devo- 
tion to us?---The queſtion is not- 


which is the moſt material branch of 
religion, or the moſt ſolemn act of 


worſhip, but whether every branch 


of religion is not too material, every 
oy" of worſhip. too folemn to be 
aa 
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negleRed ?---Our attendance in the 


payſe of the Lord is doubtleſs a moſt 


eſſential duty ; but our mere attend- 
ance there hath much more of pro- 
feſſion, than of piety in it.—-In ons 
Word, let us remember that God is 
not mocked; and that the allowances 
Which, we are aſſured, he will graci- 
onfly make for the weakneſs of our 
Mortal natufe muſt, in ohyious pro- 
priety, be underſtood to beg not 
the total omiſſion of any part of our 
duty under the character of worſhip- 


pers, but the at beſt imperfect diſ- 


charge of the whole. ee in this as 
in all other inſtances, our duty is en- 
forced, and preſſed upon us not only 


by various, but alſo oppoſite motiyes; 


and therefore the danger of negled” 
ing ii was the 


Sixth, and laſt able I 0 | 
to ke YC our attention 50. —— And ſurely 
” ws . 


n 
r 
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we cannot but expect to be called to 
a ſtrict and ſevere account for our 
negligence in ſo important 2. F 
cular. Let not any man think that 


| he ſhall eſcape the judgment of Lr, 


if, when he has it in his power to 


promote his ſeryice, and the falya- ; 
tion of men, he careth for none of 


bel things. Every man is obliged 

in charity to further the eternal hap- 
nell e his neighbour, as far as he 
gan; but much more of his children, 


friends, and ſervants. He js a mats 


man over his own houſe to keep ſpi- 
ritual as well as worldly evils from 
it, and all that dwell therein, What, 


I pray, fays St. Paul? If any man 


provide not for his own, and g ſpecrally 
for theſe of bis own houſe, be js worſe 
than an mnfidel !---This paſſage has 
indeed been underſtood to relate to 
the duty of children to their parents, . 
and AR to that of theſe to their 

children: : 
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children: but as the words are at 
leaſt equally capable of the conſtruc- 
tion which ſuits our preſent purpoſe, 
J conſider them as referring directly 


to the temporal, and virtually to the 
ſpiritual proviſion, which parents and 


maſters are called upon to make for 
their own houſholds. For it would 
be ridiculous to confine their duty to 
the leaſt important branch of it; or 
to ſuppoſe them under obligations to 
ſupply their children and dependents 


with every thing but the thing moſt. 
needful; with periſhable food and 
cloathing for the body, but not with 


that mea? for the ſoul which endureth 
unto everlaſting life. Now family 
devotion being one principal convey- 


ance of this ſpiritual food, it will 


follow, that all are as much con- 
cerned to pray with their families, as 
to partake with them in the ſuſte- 
nance of this mortal life. In ſhort, 

„„ God 


y-ray 
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God has given maſters and miſtreſſes 
of families authority over their own, 
houſholds to bring them up in his 
. and to his glory. This autho-' 
rity then is a talent committed to 
their truſt; and, agreeably to their 
uſe, or abuſe of it, they ſhall here- 
after have their reward. --- And, far- 
ther, \ we may eaſily pre-conceive how 
much the miſeries of the other world 
. would be aggravated by the upbraid- 
ings of thoſe we ſhould have taken 
better care of in this. How bitter, 
and how pungent will be the re- 
proach z if ye had done your 
duty by us, — ſhewn us the ways 
ec of religion, we had never come into 
« this place of torment.” God forbid, 
I ſay, that any of us mould incur 
theſe ſtinging taunts, which would be 
ſome of the moſt painful gnawings of 
tbe worm that never dieth, and add 
fuel to the fire that 7 is not. quenched. 5 
1 Upon 
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pot alt theft confideratieng ! $6) 
pPröceed, in the fat place, a8 1 pro⸗ 
Pofed, 16 gröund atſ Sarteſt Echörta⸗ 

nö tö tht ferious Add kegulak price 
tice öf this duty; i which T ell 
reitdve forks tri ie bft 
leave a hint of 00 of Atection re- 

gatding the manner of berfo orming it. 


* 


we, 


Let mie exhort you then to recot- 
lect the full weight and itnportarice 
of What I have been laying before 
you. Let the feveral articles I Have 
been ütging make foitäble unpreffl⸗ 


ons on yu. Receive into yout 
houſes, with cheatfulneſs rebeive this 


long-Hlighted, this frapger duty! 
And be affüted that it will neither be 
Y zertinent, nor troubleſ6tite. It 

will put you to no expenee, not even 
of yout titne ; at feaſt, What it takes 

of }bot it will make you atnpte 
amends for it the heide betting. 


However, 


nen 
is n your 


leiſurè is ve 


as ſerve t 
only b 
Whole * and theſe it 8 in 
Chriſt's name, ant! for the hönöüt 
; for the edification of 
famnies, and for the ſalvation 
5wn ſoulss. 5 1 


= 


But perhaps it is the no ovelty And 
unuſuaineſs of the thing thit makes 
you äberſe to it.--Conſider thefi 
within yourſelves, Whether this will 
be à ſiflicient apology hefeafter. For 
 Wholt fault is it that it is fo unufual? 
That is indeed the very thing com- 
plaied of, and to be remedied. 
Beſides, thets müſt, and will be 
ſomething dif ccably ſtrange and 


* 


ng 
a büſineſs, or deſign whatſoever. 
So that this ob bjeQion holds as ſtrongiy 
WIN | ; againſt 


* 
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; againſt every other n e as 
this. A perſon. that had abſented 
himſelf ſeveral years from church 
would no doubt feel, this kind. of un- 
eaſineſs upon his new appearance 
theres. But Who will ſay, this is any 
reaſon why he ſhould abſent himſelf 
ſtill longer from the place of wor- 
hip ?---And ſay not, farther, that 
you ſhall be aſbamed to begin this 
pious practice now, which you have 
never uſed, or long omitted, or were 
not bred up to. What! ſhall we 
be aſhamed. of the honourable: pro- 
vince which providence has aſſigned 
us of being prieſts, as it were, as 
well as rulers in our own families ? 
What! ſhall, we be aſhamed. to mend 
the next generation, and of the glo- 
rious as well as charitable office of 
increaſing the number of God's ſer- 
- vants? Nay, but how dare we to. be 
. aſhamed of dle 1 our F ather | 
hic 


8 E RM ON III. 31 


which is in heaven, by letting the light 


of our picty Site before men; or, how 
can we ſlight that awful threatning 
of our Lord and Maſter,” who de- 


5 4 clares that he will be aſhamed of thoſe 
in the next world, who ſhall be 


aſhamed of him, and his ſervice; in 
this? Know you not that you muſt 
not follow a multitude to do evil, nor 
be reſtrained by it from doing good? 
Know you not that you are not to be 
conformed to this world," but trans- 
formed from it by the renewing. of your 
minds? After all, what mighty 
trial will you have from the world in 
this caſe ?--- Perhaps, ſome of your 
neighbours will deride you.---Is this 
ſo heavy a croſs that you cannot bear 
it? Is this ſo trait a gate that you 
cannot - paſs through it to the per- 
formance of your duty? Shall we 
not ſerve God, and ſave our own 
ſouls, becauſe fools will en at us 

R — 
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for ſo doing ?---And- truly there is 
an ample. ſubject for n and ridi- 
cule. in this report; Such a per- 
<« fon calls. his family together twice 
« every day. to worſhip God, by 
c whom he expects to be protected 
« and bleſſed here, and hopes to be 
« rewarded hereafter. If to do 
this is fingularity, thoſe that blame 
and deride it as fuch cannot be 
thought of without an equal degree 
of pity and contempt. If a man 


cannot be good, i. e. truly wiſe and 


happy without being ſingular, that is 
the world's fault, and not his. And 
to encourage you to deſpiſe fuch ob- 
ſtacles, (as ſurely laughter and deri- 
ſion is but a flight perſecution) let 
me put you in mind + our Redeem- 


er's almoſt dying words to his diſci- 


ples, which were defigned to ſupport 


==-In the world ba Shall luve rribula- 
tron ; ; 


them and as under much greater trials; 


TIN 


1 tion; but he * _—_ chr 4 have over 
23 nw te OE e 


It appears from wht has been 
fl that the duty of family prayer 
ſhould be performed twice in the 
day. Reaſon ſpeaks the propriety of 
a morning and evening ſacrifice. But 
if any one's ſituation in life or buſi- 
nels, G4 really ſuch that he cannot 
aſſemble any part of his family. even 
two or three, at both ſeaſons, evening 
prayer at leaſt ſhould upon no ac- 
count be neglected. For our beds 

may be conſidered as emblems of our 
graves, as fleep is of death. This is 
the time for imploting God's * 
neſs of the offences of the day 
his protection from the perils Fr ho 
night; and the continuance of his 
bleſſings on the morrow.---But 
x though, upon the whole, our even- 
3 "gy oblation mey be the more noceſ- 
6 Þ = * 
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ſary duty, yet be it remembered that 


God maketh the our-goingt of the 
morning as well as evening to praiſe 


him. The morning is indeed the 
propereſt time for our offerings: of 
_ thankſgiving; and therefore let not 
any man wantonly or inconſiderately, 
and on frivolous and ſought preten- 
ces, negle& the morning ſervice let 


him, if it be indeed impraQticable, 


negle& it with reluctance; not re- 
garding it as a taſk he has avoided, 
but as a comfort he has loſt. 


tia what ſhall 1 TERS towards 


the diſcharge of this duty, by ſuch 
as are at a loſs what prayers to uſe; 
or by an houſhold conſiſting only of 
two perſons; or by a family of which 
the head is ſo illiterate as not to be 
able to read ?---In the firſt caſe, the 


prayers uſed daily in the church are 
as well calculated for family-devo- 


tion ,; 
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tion, as public worſhip; and their 
own diſcretion, or that of a friend, 
will eaſily direct them to the choice 
of them; or they may be ſupplied 
with proper forms of prayer out of 
printed books of .devotion.---In the 
ſecond caſe, if there be but two in 
a family, capable of joining in this 
ſervice, : even thoſe two have Chriſt's 
promiſe that himſelf will make a 
third, and may accordingly be 45 
ſured, that they ſhall he accepted by 
| the beloved. And if theſe two be 
man and wife, there is plainly the 
greater reaſon for their offering up 
their joint petitions.---Three, we 
know, will make a Chriſtian congre- 
gation even in the church.---In the 
third caſe, the uſe of a few ſhort 
collects, more or leſs, as the memory 
ſhall be able to retain them; or of 
two or three pious ejaculations, to- 
gether with the Lord's prayer; or, 
ä in 


a 
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in certain circumſtances, the uſe only 
of the Lord's prayer itfelf, ſhall, if 
the heart be ſincere, be accepted as a 
_ reaſonable ſervice, and be effectual 
to all ſpiritual purpoſes.· The wiſeſt 
are not heard for their much, but for 
their fervent and devout ſpeaking. 


And thus having fully ſet before 
you the duty of family-prayer, re- 
commended it by a variety of conſi- 
derations, and removed the few weak 


objections that may be formed againſt 


it, nothing remains but that I com- 
mend you to the guidance and direc- 
tion of God's grace: expreſſing at 
the fame time my heart's defire that, 


you may know and feel his . ſervice 


* to be (in all its — e 
- a 


through the influence of that grace, 


% 5 
LAN 


— 
s 
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22 Human life a ſtate of vanity and 


=  _ forrow. 


7 


Few and evil have the days 6 0, 
of my life been. 


4 


HIS was the fad account the 
patriarch Jacob gave to Pha- 
raoh of the whole courſe of his own 
natural life : and, I apprehend, 
ſhall find it too true a picture of 
human life in gen 


Fe; and, he adds, that thoſe few 
"of | 4 were 
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evil. That is, upon reflecting on his 
paſt life, he was not only obliged to 
declare of it in general, that it was 


rather uncomfortable than happy, 
but that he could ſcarcely recolle& 


one day which had not enough of 


bitterneſs, or vanity in it, to deno- 
minate it evil. I ſaid, the patriarch 
avers this of his natural life, becauſe 
the aſſertion in the text, together 
with a conſiderable number of ſcrip- 
tural declarations to the ſame effect, 
muſt be. underſtood conſiſtently with 
thoſe paſſages which ſo ſtrongly ex- 
preſs the felicity of the ſpiritual life, 
with regard as well to preſent feel- 


ings, as to future proſpects. Reli- 


gion, we know, will extract com- 
fort from calamity itſelf. But in 
teſpect of the inconveniencies, vexa- 
tions, and troubles incident to us as 
ſtangers and pilgrims upon earth, we 
1hall all of us more or leſs confirm 
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the truth of what Jacob here affirms 
by our own experience. Agreeably 
hereunto it is obſervable, that the 
patriarch himſelf, in the foregoing 
part of the verſe, calls the days of the 


years of his life, the days of the years 


of his pilgrimage. This being pre- 
miſed then, I propoſe from the en 
of the text, 


| 'Þ it, to nia you of ſuch paſ- 


ſages of Jacob's life as will abun- 


dantly juſtify the melancholy account 


he here 8 of 1 it: 


' Secondly; to thaw that this ac- 
count is by no means peculiar to his 
caſe, but that human life in general 
falls under the ſame character 1 ee 


* 


Thirdly, to „ ſuggen to you ore 
refleQions which naturally ariſe from 
the confideration of this ſad truth. 

| I begin 


go SERMON Iv. 
I begin then, firſt, to remind you 


of ſuch paſſages in Jacob's life as will 


abundantly juſtify the melancholy 


account here given of it.---Indeed, if 


we look only upon the fair ſide of the 


great patriarch's hiſtory, which ſhews 
him in the diſtinguiſhed light of the 


favourite of heaven, we may not be 
a little ſurprized to hear him uttering 
theſe words of complaint. If we reflect 
upon the many ſignal marks of kind- 
neſs which God was pleaſed to be- 

ſtow upon him, eſpecially in that in- 


| tercourſe and familiarity with heaven 


which he was honoured with, and 
that divine providence which con- 
ſtantly gave him deliverance out of 
danger, and produced him proſperity 
and abundance out of hardſhip 
affliction; but above all, if we con- 
fider the preference which he ob- 
tained even in his mother's womb 
over his elder brother, and the noble 

4 privileges 


and 
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privileges and conſequences there 


among which the moſt illuſtrious was 


the promiſe that the Mgęſian ſhould 
ſpring from his loins; I ſay, if we 
ſuffer the ſplendor of theſe notable 
advantages to dazzle us, we ſhall 
hardly be able to ſee the propriety of 
the account he gives of himſelf to 
Pharaock.---But not to infiſt, con- 
formably to the remark juſt made, 
that theſe advantages were moſtly of 
2 ſpiritual nature, it will ſuffice to 
alledge that, if we give equal atten- 
tion to all parts of his hiſtory, we 
ſhall not only acknowlege the juſtneſs 
of his declaration, but ſhall diſcover 
2 remarkable inſtance of this truth, 
— that God does not always intend 
_ worldly eaſe and profperity as certain 
marks of his favour, but that, on 


the contrary, whonz the Lord loveth be 


frequently chafteneth, and occaſionally 


Feourgeth every ſon whom he recerveth. 


- 


92 SERMON Tv. 
We will begin then with that import- 


ant occurrence of this patriarch's life 


in which we find him by artifice draw- 


ing down upon his own head the 
bleſſing which his father acc in- 


tended for his elder brother Eſau; 


and thereby entitling himſelf and his 
poſterity to the pre-eminence deſigned 


them by the wiſdom of divine pro- 
vidence. All this, it will be grant- 
ed , was exceeding comfortable and 
glorious in proſpect :---but what was 
the immediate conſequence” of this 
triumph over his unhappy brother? 
We read, in the next chapter, that, 


in order to avoid the reſentment of 


this brother, he is under a neceſſity 
of becoming 1 in 'a manner an exile ; 


of ſtealing away privately from his 
father's houſe, and taking a long and 


ſolitary journey.---When arrived at 
the end of it, inſtead of the uſage he 

might have expected from a near re- 
| lation 
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n he is en e and un- 


juſtly dealt with; and no ſmall por- 
tion of his life, the very flower and 


vigour” of it, is waſted in a ſtate of 
ſervitude. Upon his leaving at laſt 
this wretched ſtate of dependance, 
and returning home, he is alarmed 
by the intelligence of his brother's 
coming to meet him with an armed 


force; and his apprehenſions and 
anxieties for himſelf and family upon 


this account, may better be con- 
ceived than expreſſed. This terror 


of expectation is however providen- 


tially and happily ſucceeded by the 


complacency of reconcilement. But 


deliverance from preſent danger did 


not ſecure him from the attacks of 


future afflictions.—It was not long 


after, that his heart felt very uneaſy 


ſenſations, when his ſons Simeon and 


Levi troubled him, as he tells them, + 
: by their monſtrous barbarity in the 


ſlau aughter | 


among the inhabitants: 

the land, wherein he was juſt f 
---Senſations theſe, more painful 
than all his former ones, as they were 

afioned by ſome of thoſe who 
were neareſt and deareſt to him, and 
from whom doubtleſs he expected to 
derive comfort and ſupport rather 
than infamy, reproach, or danger. 
---Senfations, whoſe poigna! 
felt by him even to the laſt pe 


ot "owe thee 
Ada to la poſterity. Cur 
their anger, fays the nearly exp 
parent, for it was fierce, ond their 
wrath r it was cruel; 
tem in Jacob, and ſcatter them in 
acl;---If we add to this what he 


under- 


- 


vg 4.47 
18 
— 


 defiled: his father's. bed; 


and the 
fuppoſed tragical de 


ath of his favou» 
rite: ſon, Foſeph ; we ſhall not, upon 


in the text; Feu and evil have the 
of the years of my bife been.- 


: N ot 


count is by no means peculiar to his 
cafe,” but that human life in general 
under the ſame: character ; or, 


is a ftate of imperfeftion, vanity, and 


* ** - » 


* 


am this muſt | be the caſe, 


te worldly Rs 


conſideration of the whole, wonder 
at the account he gives of himſelf 
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pineſs, either as cotifelceed: in them - 
| ſelves, or with relation to our deſires 
of them. With regard to the latter, 


they fail in the main point, viæ that 


of giving ſatis faction: for even when 
in the full poſſeſſion of all our wiſhes, 
we find we have deſired much more 


= than we have obtained. And the 
conſequence of this deficiency will 


be, that we ſhall not truly enjoy 
what we zave by. tormenting our- 
ſelves with the conſideration of what 
we have not. We {ſhall look upon 
our proſperity. itſelf as a deluſion, 


and be ready to conclude; that we 
have been hunting an idea; or graſp- 


ing at a ſhade. And yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all this we prepoſterouſly 


ſuffer our appetite for the things of 


the world to grow upon us, and are 


more eager the more we. are diſap- 
pointed. ---With reſpect to the on 8 


| khemſelves, on a we found our 


happineſs, 


3 
. 
17 


N 


Py 7 N 


Lale hy two. been inconveniences, 
the difficulty of obtaining them, and 
the uncertainty of keeping them. 
We are not rarely as much harraſſed 
in the ſearch of imaginary happineſs, 
as we are baulked in the acquiſition. 
How much toil and trouble does it 
often coſt a man to procure that 
which at laſt appears not worth the 
purchaſe ? In the mean time, while 
the whole bent of his affections has 
been turned upon this object, how 
many other enjoyments has he been 
utterly precluded from ? how o_ ” 
ſacrificed his eaſe, his health, 
perhaps his conſcience, to — 
to avarice, or probably to a tranſient 
pleaſure, purſued with eagerneſs, but 
ſucceeded by loathings ? And, after 
all, not to obtain in any degree what 
we thus ardently and painfully wiſh 
for, i is matter of ſtill greater uneaſi- 
Vo I. II. G neſs ; 


neſs; becauſe we are not then con- 


* — 


us, that, with reſpect to all ſubluna- 
ry things, to be content to want is 
a greater happineſs than to poſſeſs, -= 
But ſuppoſing we ſhould be fo happy = 
as to obtain what we wiſh for moſt, © 
at the expence of little or no time, 
or trouble, or inward peace; or, even 
ſuppoſing farther, what is hardly to 
be ſuppoſed, that our higheſt expecc 
tations could be fully anſwered, ang 
we could find as much ſatisfaction in A 
enjoyment, as we had anxiety in 
purſuit; who ſhall ſecure to us the 
continuance of theſe gratifications ? 
Can we call them our own, even 
when they ſeem to be moſt ſo? Have 
we retained fortune in our favour, as 
IT may fay; or are we in league with oy 
the changes and chances incident to 
mortality? At beſt, the reflection, 
that the duration of « our e 
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hangs ton the lender thread of this 
life, at the ſame time that we are 
ſubject to a number of caſualties and 
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mournful ſurvivors of: our o hap» 
pineſs for many years, and at laſt 
bring down our grey hairs with ſorrow 
to the grave; this reflection, I ſay, 
muſt neceſſarily throw a damp upon 
our ſpitits, even in the hour of me- 
ridian felicity. Nay, there is a cer- 
tain nicety attending ſuch a ſituation 
as this, which is in itſelf -an uncom- 


fortable circumſtance. | If we had all 


the world at command, as it were, 
5 we ſhould repine at every little croſs | 
incident, and be. afflicted by trifles. 
Our very humours would plague us, 
and we ſhould ſuffer in the levity of 
capriciouſneſs. In ſhort, the | leaſt 
FOngrary': blaſt is a ſtorm to unhappy 

F r ſen⸗ 
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ſenſibility, and our ſaddeſt calamities 
would be of our own” creation. 
Wherein then conſiſts the mighty 3 
difference between the ſtate: of For- 
tune's favourites, as they are called, 
and that of many who: may be num: 
bered among the fons and daughters 
of affliction, if what would appear an 
imaginary evil to the latter, is a re! 
woe to the former, and they feel the 
more quickly the leſs ivy endure? _ 
Be this as it may, however, the pro- 
bability, or the bare poſſibility of lo- 
ing what our ſou} loveth, will be a 
_ continual ground of diſquiet to u: 
and if fo, how grievous muſt the an= 
guith be, when diſtreſs actually comes 
upon us, and God takes away the de= 
"= * our eyes with a e | 1 


What has been aid in general on 
this head, may eaſily be applied to 
the ** caſe of the ſeveral 
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goods of this life, which are the main 
conſtituents of worldly happineſs and 


glory ;-- ſo that it will be needleſs to 
enlarge upon the unſatisfactory and 


tranſient. TN of health, n. 


amt tiokes, and Done, Fan 


But it will be ſaid, perhaps, the 
ties of affection are a more certain, as 
well as a more reaſonable ground of 
comfort and delight, than the ad- 
vantages already taken notice of. 
Are not family connexions, and vir- 
tuous confederacies, a moſt pleaſing 
ſource of true complacency ? Is not 
the tenderneſs inexpreſſibly delight- 
ful, which reſults from the relation 
ſubſiſting between a man and his bro- 
ther, the fon of Bis mother ; or his ſon, 
or his daughter; or the wife of his 
boſom; or his friend, which is as his 
own foul ? This may be readily ad- 
mitted ; but Rill let it be remember- 
85 3 ed, 
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ed, that in no ſtate or ſituation what- 
ever are we exempt from chances and 
contingencies; that the harſhneſs f 
diſcord bears an exact proportion to 
the ſweetneſs of harmony; that cir= - 
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cumſtances of confidence and ſecu- 
rity point diſtreſs, and aggravate 
mortification; and, in a word, that 
theſe ſoft bonds of union and intima- 
cy, as they are by undutifulneſs or 
perfidy too often unlooſed, ſo wil! 
they moſt aſſuredly be ſooner or later 
torn aſunder by final ſeparation.— . 
Juſt and delicate, by the way, are the Le 
ſentiments of ſcripture, with regard _ 
to ſome of the connexions under con 
ſideration. Ch:/dren, ſays the Pſal- 0 
miſt, and the fruit of the womb, are an 3 0 
heritage and gift that cometh of the © 7 
Lord; like as the arrows in the hand 
of the giant, even ſo are the young 
children; i. e. a preſent ornament, 
and future defence to their-parents.-- 
"IT. e But 
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. But does not this. very ſimilitude in- 


4 timate, that they may be an incum- 
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brance and mortal wound, as well as 


a grace and a comfort? Thus it hap- 
pens indiſputably in the miſerable He- 
ritage of bad children, and in the 
loſs, of good ones. How] pathetically 


does the ſame Pſalmiſt complain of the 


treachery of a friend ! It was not an 
open enemy that hath done me this diſ- 
Honour; for then I could have borne it: 
but it was even thou, my companion, my. 
guide, and mine own familiar friend 
we took ſweet counſel together, and. 


walked in the houſe of God as friends.-- 


The complaint breaks off abruptly, 
becauſe the ſhame and reſentment of 
ſuch unlooked-for and undeſerved 
treatment is unutterable. In ſuch. 
inſtances as theſe, the capital i injury 


is the deceit. Upon the whole, fince. 
the moſt ſubſtantial and valuable 


ma bleſſings are manifeſtly pre- 
G 4 carious, 
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carious, and confeſſedly temporal; 
and at the utmoſt may rather be ſaid 
to qualify calamity, than tp produce 
happineſs, human life in general, I 
apprehend, abundantly appears to be 
(What I have been endeavouring to 
prove it to be) a ſtate of imperfec- 
tion, ne, Wh ſorrow. apr : 


| Nothing remains then but, in the 
third and laſt place, to ſuggeſt to 
you ſome reflections which naturally 
ariſe from the conſideration of this = 
fad truth. And, 


% 


F irſt, if it be 1 that 
this world does not afford true ſatiſl= 

faction to the mind, it will unavoid« = 

_ ably follow, that we ſhould not make I 

+ * It's good things the chief and ulti- = 

mate objects of our deſires, but ſer 3 

our aſfections on things above. Before 

the goſſ pel-l ght _— men of a ſe= | 


rious 
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ap | ridus and nn. turn, per- 
4 | ceiving how much ſenſual and earth - 
ly gratifications failed to procure hap- 
pineſs anſwerable to the longings and 
the capacities of a reaſonable ſoul, 
were led to infer a probability at leaſtt 
ol itꝭs exiſting, after ſeparation from 
the body, in another ſtate more ſuit- 
able to it's nature. But what was 
their wiſh and opinion only, is our 
firm belief, and ſure expeQation. --- 
> Shall we then lie grovelling on the 
| ground, as men without hope ® When 
heaven is in effect opened to us, and 1 
offers real and everlaſting happineſs, 
ſhall we ſtill purſue phantoms, and 
in 2 manner ſolicit diſappointment? 
Let us conſider this life in the ſame 
light in which holy Jacob did, as a 
ſtate of pilgrimage; and this world as 
aa place of paſſage, not of abode. Ve 
Leave bere no continuing city, ſays the 
" B e and what ſhould n but 


Ph "77G 4 
* 2 — YER ; 
INS TE ; 
„ a 
3 15 99 
6 1 | 
.* 


E "IO 2 
e 


JJ yy J ane I INES S rae, 
o „ Its og oS0;4 . 
r 2 HEELS IE * Ee EE 
r SOIL ER Oy” oo ENTS 
| Ln ao LE Sa 2 Þ . ve 3 
* We : a EIS PR; x 5 : 7 : OE 
* | 


2 


: 2 W 

— Lon CC 1 
S 

N . 
* . * 


* 1 
93 


ob SERMON IV. 


that we ought to ſeek one to come? If 
the gay viſionary ſcenes we meet with 
in our way be apt to amuſe and de- 
tain us, ſurely the many inconveni- 
ences, croſſes, vexations and troubles 
we muſt encounter, ſhould be ſuffi- 
cient to break the charm, to put us 
in mind of our journey's end, and 
provoke our deſire, or rather our im- 
! to arrive at 1 


Bs as OA 1s dle 
Is: unattainable, to any conſiderable 
degree, in this ſtate of mortality, we 
ſhould not quarrel with our condi- 
tion, or be diſcontented, becauſe we 
do not find reſt to our ſouls where it 
is not to be expected. And yet, un- 
ſatisfactory as this world is, we moſt 
of us love it too well; nor are the 
common evils of life in general ſuf- 
ficient to wean our depraved appetites 
from their attachment to it: --- If 

there- 
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indeed but the trial of our virtue. 
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therefore it pleaſes the great and gra- 
cious Father of the univerſe to make 
us drink deep of the cup of afflic- 
tion, we ſhould not only ſubmit, but 
take it chearfully at his hand. For 


whom the Lord loveth he correcteth, even 


as a father the ſon in whom be deligbi- 
erb. The wholeſome draught of ſor- 


row is adminiſtered not only to cure 


the diſeaſes, but alſo to preſerve the 
health of our ſouls. Accordingly, 
God not only corrects his rebellious, 
but humbles likewiſe his moſt duti- 
ful children. He knows the frailty” 


of the beſt among us; he conſiders 


our infirmities, and is too merciful” 
to truſt -us always with' proſperity. 
We are in danger of growing remiſs 
and indolent in a ſtate of uninterrup- 
ted eaſe and ſecurity; and are often 
miſled by the pride of ſelf- love, to 
imagine bat the reward, which is 


It 
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It was the confeſſion of the man after 15 
God's own heart--Before I was troubled © + 
| I went wrong, Let each of us under _ 
the ſame circumſtances. imitate both 
his piety and his ingenuouſneſs; ac- 
knowledging God's goodneſs no leſs  _ 
than our. own ſinfulneſs, and being 7 
perfectly ſenſible, that of very fait. 
Jumes be cauſes us to be troubled. = 
_ Thirdly, ad laſtly, if buman life 5 
be at beſt unſatisfactory, never riſing 
to happineſs, and often full of miſery; = 
why ſhould mortal man repine at it's 
| ſhortneſs? It is abſurd to own, that 
all our days are evil, and at the ſame 
l to complain that they are few. Such 


a complaint is little leſs than a con- 
tradiction to ſuch a confeſſion: for 
it is ridiculous. to wiſh the continu- 
ance of vanity and vexation of ſpirit.-- 
The confideration of the ſhortneſs of 
human lite ſhould, and, by divine 


grace 
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grace duly implored, would 2 teach 
us to number our days that we may ap- 
ply our hearts unto wiſdom, even the 
wiſdom of religion ; it would help to 
renew à right ſpirit within us; to give 
us a diſreliſh to ſenſual and ſinful en- 
joyments, and ſomething very like 
an indifference even to innocent gra- 


> tifications : in a word, it would diſ- 


poſe us to prepare for our diflolution, 
and ( fix our hearts there only where 
ce true joys are to be found.” And 
under theſe bleſſed circumſtances, we 
ſhould continually offer up our ſacri- 
fice of praiſe to God, who has in his 
infinite wiſdom and goodneſs made 
this our pilgrimage ſo ſhort, and fre- 
quently ſo very uncomfortable, left 
we ſhould think if good for us to be 
here ; and thereby unqualify ourſelves 
for thoſe eternal and inconceivable 


pleaſures which are at his right hand 


for evermore. 


- 


— 


+ N. V 
The Nature and Privilege of Charity. 


Preached for the benefit of a 
et V eharieyadchool: +4977 


* 


* 


, Fa 
* * 3 , , * 
* 
* * 
x » ** * 
2 4 4 
4 0 
V 8 14 inn 
F * © 


Above all things have fervent charity 
among yourſebves ; 3 for charity ſpall 
cover the multitude of fins. 
HE chriſtian religion is eſſen- 
| tially diſtinguiſhed from all 
others, by that ſpirit of meekneſs, 
and gentleneſs, and love, which 
breathes through it, and which i is it's 
45 25 foun- 
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foundation, it's ſupport, and it's end. 
It is remarkable, that whereas other 
religions have been planted and pro- 
pagated by the violent arguments of 
fire and ſword, chriſtianity had the 
arm of fleſh to contend with; had no- 
thing to oppoſe to the prejudice, the 
hatred, and the malice of an idola- 
trous world, but patience and paſ- 
ſſiveneſs, made it's way by mere 
dint of it's own intrinſic purity and 
excellence; and at length, in the 
molt literal ſenſe, overcame evil with 
good. In truth, every human proba- 
bility was againſt it; it prevailed 
mightily over all imaginable diſadvan- 
tages and diſcouragements ; it grew 
under oppreſſion, and throve from 
perſecutions. The church, that ſpi- 
ritual building fitly framed together, as 


St. Paul ſtrongly expreſſes - it, of 


which Jeſus Chrift himſelf is the chief 
ener ee, may properly enough be 
aid 
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1 5 ſaid to he cetnented- with the blood 
2 of the nakle army of martyrs.” --- 
* Such is the genius of Chridtianity: 
ſiuch was the conſtancy and reſolu- 
tion of it's primitive profeſſors. And 
i it be aſked, what were their in- 
ducements hereunto ? we may an- 
ſwer, not only an intenſe zeal for the 
glory of God, the honour of their 
Maſter, and the cauſe of truth, to- 
gether with their re/þet# to the recom 
penſe of their own. reward; but alſo 
their moſt ardent love of ſouls, their 
moſt affectionate concern for the ſpi- 
> ritual intereſts of mankind, and, in a 
Word, their hearts defire that all men, 
— votb-Fews and Gentiles, might be ſaved. 
Let the writings of ſome of them 
be the vouchers of their charity. --- 
There we: ſhall find this philanthro- 
py, this divine love, in almoſt every 
ſentence. Into what. energy of 
thought, what vehemency of expreſ- 
Vo. II. H ſion 
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ſion does it carry them! Let any one 
read the Epiſtles of St. Paul, and be 
unmoved, if he can, with thoſe ex- 
alted ſtrains, thoſe inflamed ſenti - 


ments of benevolence with which 


they are animated. --- It would be 


endleſs to produce paſſages ; but one 


I cannot help tranſcribing. I could 
wiſh, ſays he, that myſelf were accur- 

fed from Chriſt, for my brethren, my 
Einſinen, according to the fleſh.---Surely 


nothing can exceed ſuch conſummate 


diſintereſtedneſs as this, but the love 
of God himſelf.--- If we turn to the 
_ Epiſtles of the beloved diſciple, St. 
John, we cannot but obſerve, that 
the main- purport of them is to excite 
the ſpirit of brotherly love amongſt 
thoſe to whom they are addreſſed. 
And how does he do this? Not by a 
cold, unaffecting argument; not by 
dry and abſtracted reaſoning; but by 


exhortations delivered , or rather 


poured, 


£ e 
. S * 
. 
v 2 8 
! * — ES 08 
AS 
oof 8 
N * N 3 
11 A 
2 n 
5 . 
* 8 


poured, in the ſtyle of the warmeſt 
affection, and paternal tenderneſs. 
He conjures: them as his /#tle cbhil- 


dren' (a more endearing appellation 


than that of merely his children) to 
love one another ; he does not ſo pro- 


perly enforce their duty in this re- 
ſpect, as invite them to it ; and re- 


commends it to their practice, not 
ſo much by it's propriety as jit's ami- 
ableneſs. In ſhort, his ſoul over- 


flows in a manner with that Chriſ- 


tian charity which probably entitled 
him to the honourable character, by 
which he is diſtinguiſhed as the d;/- 


ciple whom Feſus loved, and gave him 


a place even in the boſom of his 
bleſſed Maſter.- But what if we refer 
to the precepts, and the example of 


that his and our bleſſed Maſter him- 


ſelf? What if we look unto Feſus, the 
author and finiſher of our faith, the 


friend of ſouls, the mediator between 


H:2- God 
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God and man, the Saviaw of the 


world, who in the days of bis fleſh went 
about doing good both to the ſouls and 
bodies of men, and at length /aid 
down this life for our ſakes, herein com- 
mending his love towards us, in that 
Tzohile ave were yet rebels and ſinners he 
died for us? One would think the 
conſideration of fo great and glorious 
a cloud of ſaints and confeſſors, with 
the Captain of our ſalvation at their 


head, might be more than ſufficient 


to warm the coldeſt; to rouſe the moſt 
inſenſible, and to compel the moſt 
narrow- ſpirited to acts of Chriſtian 
love and charity, from the mere 
principle of gratitude. Unhappily, 


however, this we know, in theſe laſt 


days has been very far from being the 
caſe ; and accordingly, we frequent- 
ly find the holy penman (as foreſee- 
ing this) inculcating the great duty 
of charity from perſonal motives, 

and 
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And, 


aand conſiderations of temporal and 


ſpiritual advantages or diſadvantages 
proportionably attending the perfor- 
mance, or the neglect of it. They 


addreſs to our paſſions even the mean- 


eſt and leaſt generous of them, not 
only encouraging our hopes, but alſo 
alarming our apprehenſions. St. Peter 
does both in the words of the text, 
conſidered in their full latitude of 
conſtruction. Above all things baue 


fervent charity among your ſelves, for 


charity ſhall cover the multitude of fins. 
In which words are contained an ar- 
gument that comes home to our- 
ſelves, and to our deareſt intereſts ; 
and I hall therefore take occaſion 

from them, 


Firſt, to expatiate a little upon the 
nature and excellence of charity : 


M4 Secondly, 


i 
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Secondly, to inveſtigate the true 
import of the motive here offered to 
promote the practice of it. 


In the firſt place then let us expa- 
tiate a little upon the nature and ex- 
cellence of charity. Now charity 
implies our conſtant and intenſe, or 
(to uſe the apoſtle's word) fervent 
concern for the happineſs of our 
fellow-creatures, both as we are men, 
and as we are Chriſtians; and conſe- 


quently, an equal defire and endea- 


vour to advance it on all occaſions by 
all the means in our power. I ſay, 
both as men and as Chriſtians, be- 
cauſe charity is to be numbered not 


merely among the moral virtues, but 


the graces of religion too ; other- 
wiſe, it may indeed be materially 
good, if I may fo expreſs myſelf, but 


will not be intrinſically, or imputa- 
bly righteous. Charity may be ſaid 
159 to 
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to divide itſelf therefore into. two 


1 1 est branches, viz. the love of God, 


and of our neighbour; or, rather, 


1 N the latter is the bleſſed fruit and ef- 


| fect of the former. In other words, 


: the love. of God is the principle of 
all truly charitable actions; for as the 


immediate object of charity is the 
welfare of man, ſo its ultimate is 
God's glory. In conſulting the 
welfare of man, we ſhall, as true 
Chriſtians, naturally and (I might 
ſay) neceſſarily regard him as a Being 


compounded of two conſtituent parts, 


body and ſoul ; as a Being capable 
indeed in a certain degree of preſent, 
but principally deſigned for future 
and everlaſting happineſs. It is 


therefore manifeſt that charity chiefly 


conſiſts in a lively. concern for the 
ſouls of men, and for their welfare 


in a ſtate of eternity. This is that 


charity which is the main end of the 
H4 command- 
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commaniment 3. and by which the 


honour of God is moſt promoted. 


Charity then, we ſee, imports not 
only our doing good, but our doing 
good upon a proper principle. Though 
T beflow all my goods to Feed the 80 
ſays St. Paul, $a have not charity, it 

profiteth me nothing. 
humane, compaſſionate, . generous, 
and liberal, without being charitable. 
We may build hoſpitals, and found 
colleges ; but unleſs our view here- 
in be-to the honour of God, 


of man, we are only erecting monu- 
ments of our vanity and oſtentation. 
Such acts as theſe are indeed the out- 
ward expreſſions of charity; but 


God is not mocked; appearances will 


not paſs for realities with him who 
trieth the hearts and reins, and ſees at 


one view the true motives to all our : 
actions and undertakings.---And as it 


/ 
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We may be 


and the 
ſpiritual as well as temporal welfare 


re 
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js for want of this leading principle, 
vis, a hearty concern for the ever- 


laſting -happineſs of their fellow - 


creatures, or, the love of man for 


od's ſake, that ſome may be ſaid to 
throw away their charity with reſpect 
themſel ves; ſo it is, principally at 
leaſt, for want of the ſame, that 
others niggardly and unmercifully 
withold it. When miſerable objects 
of any kind preſent themſelves to us, 
or are recommended to our notice, or 
commiſeration, methinks it would 


hardly be poſſible for us to be unaf- 


fected by their diſtreſſes, did we pro- 

perly recollect, that they have ſouls 
to be ſaved as well as we; that they 
are our brethren in a general ſenſe 
by nature, and in a very particular 
one by grace; and that they are 


equally with ourſelves related to the 


ſecond Adam as well as the firſt; the 
* ef God, heirs of God, and joint 
hers 
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heirs with Chriſt. The due conſide- 
ration of the level to which high and 
how, rich and poor, one with another, 


ſhall be reduced in. an after-ſtate is 


enough to annihilate in a manner, for 
a time, all preſent diſtinctions of 
birth, rank, and fortune; and to 
diſpoſe the great and powerful to the 
meaneſt and moſt diſguſting offices of 
good- nature, condeſcenſion, and cha- 


rity. It is at leaſt more than ſuffici- 


ent to check the inſolence of human 
vanity, and poſſeſs the mind with 
benevolent and tender ſenſations. 
The prince that looks on a poor man 
with contemptuouſneſs forgets that 


himſelf is but duſt.--Such then 


ought to be the grounds of, and mo- 
tives to our charity; after delibe- 


rately weighing the importance of 


which, we cannot poſſibly be at a 


loſs for objects. As we have oppor- 


tunity, lays the one. let us do good 
unto 
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unto all men; eſpeciall ly ly unto them who 
arc of the houſhold of faith. In the 
full application of this divine rule we 
ſhall be led by our conſciences, and 
by our judgments, to make diſtincti- 
ons, and to give preferences, ſuitably 
to the abundant variety of characters, 
ſituations, and circumſtances, and the 
different connexions and relations 
which men bear to us. I ſhall not 
ſtay minutely to point out theſe. I 
ſhall rather adapt what I have far- 
ther to offer on this head to the oc- 
caſion of our aſſembling together this 
day; and muſt obſerve accordingly 
that, they who are rich among us, and 
by the bleſſing of Providence have it 
in their power to turn the ſtream of 
their bounty into more channels than 
one, will ſeldom have a more proper 
opportunity of doing good than the pre- 
ſent.- The object of our benevo- 
lence is nothing leſs than the tempo- 

| ral 
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ral and eternal welfare of poor chil- 
dren. And what can more deſerve 


our care and charitable attention than 


the helpleſs ſtate of infant poverty, 
and ignorance uninſtructed? That 
the faculties of the human mind 
ſhould be buried for ever in darkneſs, 
and fouls loſt before they are capable 
of exerting an effort for their own 
happineſs, are circumſtances horrible 
to him who has any feeling for his 

kind. Herein indeed is love, when 
we not only t up the bandt that 
hang down and the feeble knees, but 


beneficial) direct them to reach for- 
ward, as it were, to everlaſting bliſs; 


and enable the young ſoldier of Feſus 
Chriſt to beat down Satan under his 


feet ;---when we feed the Hungry foul 
with the read of lie, and clothe it 
with the enduring garment of purity 


and holineſs, extending our kindneſs 


to 


(what is infinitely more neceſſary and 
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to the leaſt of our bretbren beyond 
this life, and providing for their 
future ſalvation. This is a /acryice 
of charity with which God will be 
well pleaſed ; it is doing what in us 
lies, in a corrupt and licentious age, 


towards cultivating the fruits of 


righteouſneſs, by nipping vice in the 
bud, and preventing ignorance from 
being the plea, and idleneſs the nurſe 

of impiety.---And, be/ide all this, 
we are, in the caſe before us, beſtow» 
ing our charity, by the divine blefling, 
even to preſent moſt happy effects. 
We are relieving the poor, and at the 
fame time conſulting the good of the 
community, Society itſelf is in- 
tereſted in this buſineſs, and we are, 
to the beſt of our power, providing 
poſterity with uſeful citizens, and 


honeſt men. For want of proper 
education, a good diſpoſition is inſig- 
nificant, and a bad one incorrigible. 


Indigence 
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Indigence unprincipled is à curſe 
a Chriſtian education, the poor them- 
ſelves are enabled to be uſeful, and 


of that body, to which at beſt they 


| actuated by the nobleſt principles tha. 


general, that it is “ its own reward,” 


_ rity. Acts of generoſity and bene- 


__ » 
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upon the public, and deſtruction to 
itſelf. But through the advantage of 


ſometimes even ornamental members 


would otherwiſe be a burden. In 
ſhort, there is as much prudence as 
there is goodneſs in the conſtitution 
of charity-ſchools ; and they who are 
ready and active to promote them 
in their ſeveral ſtations, and accord- 
ing to their reſpective abilities, are 


can fill the mind of man, viz. a 
ſincere regard for the happineſs of 
their fellow - creatures, and the love 
of their country.---Upon the whole, 
what has been often ſaid of virtue in 


may be particularly affirmed of cha- 


vol ence 


volence upon Chriſtian principles are 
accompanied with much ſelf· ſatis- 
faction upon many obvious accounts; 
but upon none more than that of the 
priviloge annexed to the practice of 
them in the text.--- Above all things 
have fervent charity among your ſelves, 


for charity ſhall cover the multitude g 
fins. I am accordingly led, in the 


Second place, to inveſtigate, as I 
propoſed, .the true. import of the 
motive here offered for our encou- 
— Ä 
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- The laſt words of this text may 
der at firſt fight to convey a free 
pardon, and abſolute. indemnification, 


to the charitable man, ſo called, not- 


withſtanding the number, or the ſize 
of his tranſgreſſions. For, . ſays the 
plalmiſt, and the apoſtle after him, 
Bleſſed is he whoſe Ain is covered. But 
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this ſenſa have formed a wre 
well of epd as of 
fage before us. 
advanced in the prec 
t diſeourſe is a direct . 
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loves God, an | his brother for God's 
fake ; he who does not only acts of 
kindneſs, but whatſoever he does, to 
tlie glory of Gad, will not, 
ſpeakin be. chargeable with enor- 
mities ; and conſequently tha ſins for 
which bis charity will provide him a 
covering, are nat fins of preſump- 
tion, but of inadvertence, omiſſian, 
rude · correſponds. beſt to 
this interpretation. 
it cover even theſe ſins? - 


care not to attribute too much 


15 


which, after all,” kr us for 


1 


of human per- | 
formances have nothing meritorious 

in them for very evident reaſons. 
Properly eaking, efus Ch 
righteous, is the propitiation for 
| fins: although to be entitled to the 
benefits of that propitiation is a cir- 
cumſtance replete with divine com- 
fort to a well-diſpoſed Chriſtian.--- 
Charity, we ſee then, as it does not 
imply perſonal merit, ſo neit] er can 

it ſuperſede our general repentance' 

for our ſecret faults, or, as we uſually 
call them, infirmities. I ſay, general 
repentance ; becauſe, to borrow the 
words of the pſalmiſt, no man can tell 
bow 4 he offendeth. But all this 
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This may be called an age of 


«--the folly, the- vice, 


ing falvation. In ſhort,” cha- 
rity, in a ian ſenſe, is the hand- 
maid, or attendant of true piety, but 
nacher is, nor can be its ſubſtitute. 
A truth, which highly deſerves to be 
recommended to the moſt ſerious 
attention of the preſent generation. 


even to profuſeneſs. We every 
day in a manner of foundations of all 
kinds; liberal ſubſcriptions ; ample 
contributions; and occaſional collec- 
tions for almoſt every imaginable 
purpoſe of charity.---But the queſ- 
tion will be, whether this exuberance 
of generoſity is not underſtood by 
ſelf-flattery to be a covering not 
merely of our negligencies-and igno- 


ances, but of the aw/titude of our 


ing fins and tranſgreſſions ; or, in 
other words, an atonement for 
extreme licentiouſneſs of the times; 
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ily p 


it is to be hoped, however, eno 
has been faid to confute ſo extrava- 
t a notion, and to caution the 


ee e 


2 


therefore conclude 
a few words of exhortation to thoſe 
upon whoſe account. I have at leaſt 


very willingly the pro- 
vince of this da | „ 


en, to make yourſelves 
perfectly ſenſible of the comforts of 
your ſituation, and your very gr 
obligations to thoſe whoſe charity has 
zued you from miſery, and from 
amt and, it may be, from de- 
too both of body and 
This life is no far 
bleſins 99 as it is a neceſſary pat 
ſage to a life to come; to thoſe who 
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are trained up in the way they ſhould go, 
and take care nat to depart from it, it 
is the road to unſpeakable felicity; 
while of the undiſciplined, the idle, 
and the diſorderly part of mankind, 
it may, it is to be feared, with too 
much truth be ſaid, that better had it 
been for theſe men, if they had never 
been born. However, admitting it 
to be a queſtion, how far allowances 
may be made by infinite goodneſs for 
groſs ignorance and ſtupidity, the 
| - advantages of education are undenia- 
YZ bly certain and clear. Theſe are ge- 
nerouſly and charitably put into your 
bands; and therefore there will be 
| no ſhadow; of excuſe for you, either 
in the fight of God or man, if you 
forfeit, by your own voluntary act, 
the manifold and glorious privileges 
' opm_ to you. But, I hope and 
truſt you are under the influence of 
7 proper principles, and have formed 
__ 1 ſuitable Y 
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ſuitable reſolutions ; that you have a 


due ſenſe of your own intereſts, and 
a grateful veneration for your bene- 


factors; and that you will accordingly 


be diſpoſed, by the divine grace, to 


do your duties at preſent, and, in 


conſequence thereof, in that future 


ſtate of life ** to which it ſhall pleaſe 


« God to call you.“, You will hereby 
well expreſs. your 'hankfulneſs for the 


benefits you have received by deſerv- 


ing them; and repay your benefactors 


by your ſervices to God, and uſeful- 


neſs to the community. You will 


hereby moſt effectually encourage, 
and provoke unto love and to good works 


of charity, others hereafter, upon 


ſuch occaſions as the preſent, by com- 


fortably convincing them in your 
good lives and behaviour, that the 


labour of love beſtowed upon you was 


not in vain. And finally, at the great 


day of univerſal account, when men 
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of all ranks and denominations ſhall 
: aſſembled before the judgment ſeat 
Xx Chrift, you will be amply re- 
warded for the good uſe and improve- 
ment you ſhall have made of the 
| preſent advantages and bleſſings you 
enjoy; while the charity and bene- 
4 volence of thoſe by whom you have 
S bcen ſupported, {hall have great re- 


 compenſe of reward from him, who 


= - has graciouſly aſſured us, that he will 
| conſider every act of kindneſs and 
love done to the leaſt of theſe his bre- 
tbren, as done to himſelf. 
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On inſincerity in devotion. 4 
1 5 8 I 7 

T incline unto wickedneſs with mine 

. heart, the Lord will not hear me. | 
HERE is no occaſion to intro» 

- duce the ſubje& contained in 

theſe words with any prefatory ob= 

ſervations. 'The reaſonableneſs and 


duty of prayer, and the neceflity of 
performing it with ſincertiy, muſt be | 
equally evident, from a due conſide- 

ration both of the divine nature and _ 


— 


our own. And yet nothing is more 


common in the world than the ſcan- 


dalous negle& of this duty, or the 
unworthy. diſcharge. of it. The ad- 


monition implied in the text directs 


me to the latter branch of complaint, 


and will give me an ä to 


point out, in the 


Firſt place, The ſeveral kinds and 
degrees of inſincerity, whereby our 


prayers become an abomination, in- 


1 of an 1. ee ſacrifice: and, 


no; To ſhew that allowance will 


be made by a merciful God for hu- 


man' 5 HG and the defects of 
real oy. 


The diſcuſſion of which heads will 


lead me to a ſhort application i in con- 
clufion. 
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I am, in the firſt place, to point 
out the ſeveral kinds and degrees of 
inſincerity, whereby our prayers be- 
come an abomination, inſtead of an 


ae ſacrifice. 


Nov the firſt or higheſt FYRO of 
1 is a deſigned hypocriſy, 


practiſed with a direct view to de- 
ceive others, by the appearance of an 


extraordinary devotion, in order to 


| the advancement of our preſent inte- 


reſt or reputation. This however is 


of a nature fo odious, that it will be 


needleſs to expatiate upon it. The 


very mention of it is ſufficient to 
excite univerſal deteſtation. It is | 

indeed to be wiſhed, by the way, 
that ſuch deteſtation were not ſo fre- 


quently apparent in an unhappy ad- 
diction to the oppoſite and no leſs. 
impious extreme. If a certain pe- 


riod of the laſt century was infamouſ- 


8 
| ; 
5 y FR. . 
ol 4 


Iy characteriſed by the grimace of 


falſe ſanctity, the preſent has but too 


much diſtinguiſhed itſelf by Dyer and 


avowed — 8 


But I pa 68 5 the next degree 
of inſincerity, or inclination of the 


| heart unto wickedneſs, as the text ex- 
preſſes it, which is that of thoſe who, 
in the. midſt of their pretended de- 


votion, have their affe&tons fixed or 
things en earth; and, at bottom, are 


not deſirous of parting with their 


follies and corruptions, but fearful 
of ſuffering for them. What mo- 
tives have ſome men to their prayers 


lif it be not a profanation to call their 


mock addreſſes by that ſolemn name) 


but the dread of divine juſtice, or the 


ſenſe of almighty power ? Theſe are 


the only attributes of the Deity that 
are objects of their religious atten- 
tion: for of his goodneſs they have 


no 
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no proper notion; his purity and ho- | 
lineſs they love no more than they 
imitate; and his laws; if they are 
obſerved at all by them, are obſerved 
with great reluQance, as arbitrary 
injunctions of a tyrant, rather than 
& falutary precepts, or ordinances of 
& paternal love, calculated for their 


oon perfection and happineſs. They 
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ſeem to flatter themſelves with an 
imagination, that the name of Chriſ- 
tians, and a mere perſonal attendance 
at the houſe of prayer, may be re- 
garded as ſufficient ſubſtitutes of ſpi- 
ritual holineſs ; and, under the decep- 
tion of ſuch a notion, not only inciine 
_ unto witkedneſs with their hearts in the 
very hour of devotion, but even me- 
ditate and contrive it; thus, at one 
and the ſame time, moſt abſurdly and 
preſumptuouſly worſhipping their 
Maker in appearance, but in rage 
ma him at defiance. And far- 
ther 


— — ¶ XQ — — 
. ü— ]— Qu. ²˙ 4 CA A ern 


1 
; 
[ 


ther, ſuch nominal Chriſtians as theſe 
of virtue, or abhorrence of vice; 
loſing the eſteem and favour of friends 


ceſſary even for the worſt of purpoſes. 
. And, to conſider this matter in 
another light, impairment of health, 


inſeparable from a vicious courſe of 


particular occaſions, be reaſons with 


140 


have even temporal motives for an 
external piety, which ſuppoſe no love 


ſuch as the apprehenſion of ſubjecting 
themſelves to legal cenſures, or of 


and * patrons ; or, again, concern for 
reputation, which is ſometimes ne- 


+ 
. 


ruin of circumſtances, and the in- 
quietudes and anxieties more or leſs 


life, will at certain intervals, and on 


many for regretting the violence of 
their own paſſions and appetites. 
Since they cannot be vicious without 
great inconvenience, they begin al- 
moſt to wiſh they had been, or could 
be virtuous. But, all this while, is 
; there 
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W there not larking at their heart a 
auarrel with the God of nature for 
== having ordered things thus? Is there 
== not this impious ex poſtulation brood- 


between peace and ſenſuality ? plea- 
ſure and happineſs ? Why this trou- 
bleſome connexion between intereſt 
and reputation? In ſhort, could we 
== ſearch and examine the real ſenti- 
ments of ſuch perſons, we ſhould ſee 
in them a diſinclination to purity, and 
a fond attachment to corruption. 
The lamentable fact is, that many 
could very well reconcile themſelves 
to moral evil, were it not attended 
with natural. Doubtleſs if ſome 
diſagreeable conſequences; both here 
and hereafter, could be removed, 
pleaſure would be the idol too com- 
monly avowed, and vice ſo much the 
object of en that men ne. 
1/14, 00! 


ing there - why this inconfiſtence 
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againſt it. 


# 


Next to this | 


not ſo much as even ſeem to pray 


of inſineerity, 


and ſome what a-kin to it, is that of 


praying for the 


ian graces, 


without an intention of applying the 
means neceſſary to their attainment. 


Many are deſirous e 


h of being 


good, as far as ſpeculation | goes; 2. e. 


they would be 
enjoy the victory 


without trouble, and 
without the warfare. 


new creatures, in the 
literal ſenſe, or without any concur- 


rence of their own ; if God would 
vouchſafe to be ſole agent in this 
buſineſs, and by extirpating tempta- 
tion ſuperſede the neceſſity of reſiſ- 


tance: in other words, 


the great 


work of righteouſneſs could: + be 


wrought in them, inſtead of by them; 
upon theſe terms, 


tent; they would even be glad to be 


* 


5 virtuous. 
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 virtuous,---But as to cutting off right 
| hands, and plucking out right eyes, as 
to ſpiritual ſeverities of abſtituinies. 
and-ſelf-denial, all theſe are far from 
their thoughts; though they formally 
pray for thoſe virtues which, in a 
greater or leſs degree, ſuppoſe and 
imply them.--Nay, the leſs rigorous, 
injunctions. of religion, the ordinary 
precepts of the goſpel, are conſidered 
by. theſe indolent Chriſtians as bur- 
dens too heavy to be borne. Go, waſh 
and be clean is thought an Bard 
ſaying. They expect the prophet's 
band to be laid on them, as we may 
ſay, to be healed of their ſpiritual ma- 
ladies by a word's ſpeaking ; or, (if 
they muſt ſeem to do ſomething) by 
the tedious recital of their own life- 
leſs petitions; as if there was a kind 
of charm in religious formalities, in 
certain empty ſounds which they call 
| prayers, to amend the heart which i is 
G08 5 altogether 
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to procure that pardon and grace 


which their cold manner of aſking 


ſhews they have no —_ deſire of 
_— OO OI TONS 


Ather ; degree of Abbes by 
which our prayers are rendered un- 


acceptable, conſiſts in our making ex- 


ception for ſome particular vice, or 


conſtitutional failing; I mean a prac- 


tical exception, or our conſtant in- 
dulgence of ſome bad habit, without 
conſideration, or rather with wilful 
inconſideration, that we do evil: the 
Inventing apologies and extenuations ; 
or, in a manner, pleading a privilege 
for ourſelves, and a right of exemp- 
tion from obligations by which we 
acknowledge others to be bound. 


The tenor of our language and ex- 


poſtulation on ſuch occaſions is - 
The * fra fas hrs in this one 
thing 


altogether unconcerned in them; ; and 
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thi, 1 * — is it not a Hittle one? c. 
But who ſees not the abſurdity of 


ſu ppoſing that theſe reſerves in favour 
of a darling and boſom- vice are con- 


ſiſtent with ſincerity? The circum- 
ſtance of agreeableneſs is a demon- 
ſtration of that corruption of heart, 


which every true penitent will think 


himſelf more eſpecially bound not to 
gratify, but to correct; and he will 
therefore wiſh, as well as pray not to 


be excuſed in it, was to be Nene en 
e it. 


11 
44 
- 


- ood fifth kind of Ane bath i it's 


ground in pride and ſelf - conceit. 


Some are apt to conſider themſelves 
not only as better than others, but alſo 
better than they are in themſelves; 
and as advanced much farther in vir- 


tue and holineſs than they really are. 


This kind of hypocriſy is a ſelf· de- 
ception, ariſing from the weaknels, as 
Vox, II. 1 the 


covering for our im 


conſiſts in the 
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the groſſeſt of all does from the ma- 
lignity of the heart. And if it indeed 
falls ſhott of the abominableneſs of 
that higheſt degree of inſinoery which 
is hateful to God and man, it is how- 
ever quite oppoſite to that frame of 
mind; which is requiſite to recom- 
mend bur devotions to the divine ac- 
ceptance. If it does not, like that, 
aim to make God himſelf the abet- 
tor of our villainies, it provides a 
ities : it ſup- 
poſes our failings ſwallowed up (if 1 
may ſo ſpeak) in our perfections, and 
preſumptuoully ranks us in the num- 
ber of thoſe t need no repentance.-- 


Now under a perſuaſion of this fort, 


we hall never arrive at a ſtate of 
ſanctiſleation; becauſe Gad refiferb 
the but gůveth grace to the bum 
ble. In his fight, our utmoſt worth 
wiedgment of 
unworthineſs. In ohe word. a diſ- 


| tion 
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poſition ſo Full of ſelf-idolatry | can 
never paſs for piety with him; and 
whoever thinks highly of his progreſs 
in virtue and holineſs, cannot give a 
plainer proof that he has little or none 
at all. 

But this arrogance, this over- 
weening opinion of ourſelves, is al- 
ways accompanied with a ſpirit of 
uncharitableneſs, which muſt like- 
wiſe be put to the account of our in- 
ſincerity in devotion. Want of can- 
dour towards others will ever follow: - 
the imagination of our own excel- 
lence. Every proud Pbariſee looks 
upon his neighbour as a Publican. 
This ſpiritual pride, and inſolence of 
contempt, does not indeed conſtitute 
uncharitableneſs; but it is a princi- 
pal branch of it, and falls under the 
ſame predicament with envy, hatred, 
and malice, and ſuch other odious 


X 2 qualities 
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qualities as incapacitate us for divine 
mercy, and turn our moſt  folemn 
ſervices into vain oblations. --- The 
forgiveneſs of others is an eftabliſh- 
ed. condition of our own forgiveneſs ; ; 
à condition propoſed, not in the 
ſtrictneſs of equity, but with the con- 
deſcenſion of grace; a condition 
ſo wonderfully indulgent, ſo infinite- 
ly tender to human weakneſs, that 
it will not be eaſy to ſay, whether 
our corruption or our folly would be 
the greater, in declining the . 
tance of it. 
Another, and the laſt inſtance of 
inſincerity I ſhall mention is that of 
praying with lukewarmneſs; or, in 


bother words, without a due ſenfibility 


of our particular ſpiritual ſituation, 
or, in general, of our fallen and loſt 
eſtate.It is but too common for 
men to plead thoſe infirmities as ex- 

ES cules 
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cuſes, which they ought to bewail 
28 obſtructions, and endeavour to 


amend. as faults. And what is this 
but indirectly at leaſt to aſk) and ex- 
pect a licence for ſin? But is it not 


ridiculous to imagine, that mere 


verbal confeſſions, and approaches 


are tenus only, as we may ſay, to the 


throne of grace, ſhall be the means 


of procuring the pardon, or diſpen- 
ſation in queſtion? This is not to be 


penitent, but preſuming; not to de- 


fire to be abſolved from our offences, 


ſuch a notion as this abſolutely pre- 


cludes all that attention and fervour 8 
of devotion, which a proper ſenſe of 


our inſufficiency tends directly to 


ſuggeſt, cheriſh, and promote. 
And again---the negligence and hy- 
pocriſy of our devotions hath another 
ground in our inſenſibility of our 


fallen ſtate; of the neceſſity of a Re- 
„5 3 deemer 


tercede, to recommend, and 
ate our petitions; and of the infinite 
ed in the. fleſb, fot 
accompliſhment of theſe graci- 
ous. purpoſes.. A lively apprehenſion 


of theſe great and affecting truths is 


neceſſary to produce thoſe diſpoſitions 
are required in prayer; ſuch 
as humility mi ith confidence, 
neither of which can be expreſſed 
without proportionable earneſtn 
and fotven 


.---Humility that is not 


founded in a deep ſenſe of our fallen 


and helpleſs ſtate by nature, is a falfe 
and inadequate humility; and all 
confidence in God's mercy which 
does not reſt upon the belief of a 
Redeemer's merits, is wretc 
weak and precarious.--- The want of 
this faith in our Saviour's merits was 
an unavoidable defect in the prayers 
of virtuous heathens; but in Chriſti 
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ans it is a groſs failure in point of 
ſincerity ;as they profeſs to ground —— 
their hope of acoeptance purely upon 


the expiatory ſacrifice, the obedience, | 
and mediation” of the b 
Wo can ſcarce fay a prayer without 
expreſſly avowing this profeſſion. 
But is it a mere ceremony to offer 
up our petitions in the name, ' 
through the merits of Jeſus C — 
Shall not our hearts be affected with 
a ſenſe of thoſe merits? Till they 
are ſo, our ſervices will be only the 
dead ſemblance of devotion, without 
true animating ſpirit; and the 
doubtful prayer of an heat 
4 ploring his unenlightened, unaſſiſted 
1 ſtate, is, in effect, much more Chriſ- 
= tian, becauſe much more ſincere. 
; Theſe are the ſeveral kinds and 
degrees of inſincerity in devotion, 
whether public or private; and is 
| K 4 ters 
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there he among the ſons of corrup- 
tion that can ſay, he hath not in the 
leaſt inclined unto wickedneſs with his 
heart, under any one of the foregoing 


oft be \offendeth, more or leſs, with 
reſpect to ſome one or other of theſe 
_ particulars ? Who hath fo thoroughly 
waſbed his hands in innocency, as to be 
cleanſed from the inherited ſtains, the 
original infection of our nature ?--- 


The queſtion therefore will be, how 


far, or under what circumſtances, our 
failings will become venial; which 
queſtion will be reſolved by ien 
e e as I propoſed, dn 

e that allowance milk bs 
ak. by a merciful God for human 
ae, and the defects of real 
piety. 
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If an heart altogether pure from 


| ſinful inclination were the only ſacri- 


fice God would accept, it hath al- 
ready been acknowleged there is none 
_ the ſons of men that could offer 

Indeed, in this caſe, a principal 


1 of our worſhip or devotion, 
required by God as a proof of our 
ſincerity, and conſiſting i in an humble 
ſenſe and confeſſion of a ſinful nature, 
and actual tranſgreſſion, would be 
abſolutely. ſuperſeded. There are 
therefore degrees of ſincerity anſwer- 
able to our. progreſs. and proficiency . 


in holineſs ; and all - theſe are ac- 
cepted for. the ſake, and through, the 


mediation of our Redeemer. The 


prayers even of unregenerate perſons, 


1. e. ſinnners, will not be rejected as 
ſuch: prayer being required as one 


of the means of regeneration, or of 
acquiring holineſs and purity. — 
thuſiaſts indeed will talk in a dif- 


KS, | f ferent 


1% SERMON. vi 


ferent ſtrain, but with . 1 


do not concern myſelf at preſent; 
reſting ſatisfied that thoſe T am ſpeak- 
ing to will admit what I have ſaid, 
and ſhall ſay, to be words of trurb and 
 ſoberneſs.---The' caſe is, - in the in- 
fancy of repentance, (if I may eall 


clinations ; and that prayer itſelf, if 
fincere, will be one proof of a good 
 Inclination. The intention of a 
nitent may be real, though weak; 
he may truly bewail his inability to 
exert an effectual reſolution; and that 

ſorrow is a ſtep towards ſuch reſolu- 
tion. Even the moſt imperfect de- 


fires of a ſpiritual life, when Peer 


ceeding from the heart, are 
ble to the divine goodneſs; for the 

Bruiſed reed ſhall not be Re" nor "Ie 
| e * eee 


it ſo) men muſt pray for better in- 


4A e er e 4 
D 6 hs Er bad] 1 
A San 00 3 Gy n 1 
e N 3 3 : N r 
n er 8 AN: 233 2 n * * 5 . K * 
E n f ge 3 e W = 2 p | 4 ; 
e op 5 e LE GR) e a : 3 ef 3 GER 8 9 
ang 


22 ae Was Ge” 
pt Ty & 8 I 


2 


e e e al 
TY „** TEL 


88 
TORE. 
LP? Eh by 
1 
5 75 GY 
A 
N 
n 
— . 88 
3 
FONTS 
8 
n 
r 
* 75 3 
* THe 
Re, 
7 
r r. A 
BE Jon 
8 
WY 
» * 
N ot 
2 
. * 
* LW 
1] 28 p 
ik vv "A 
2 3 
. 
n 
LINE 
3 
3 
l 
Rag 
5 * GE 
Som fo 
3 
9 
NS 
7 n 
n 
* N by 
2 
IT 
5 
i 7 
I 1 
* 
. 
3 
8 
7 1 
„. 
09 
a. 2 
85 
7 
F ** * 
35 
IH 
Ws 
3 
8 3 
5 #1 — 
8 
N 
8 
„ 
R 11 
x == 
RS 
WETTED 
1 
- es 
© Se 
Je Ps 
=. 
1 
8 
. 


BET! 


TY; e S 
2 8 C 
e 2 9 82 5 BR. 
BD bet TORT e c 


" Pty 23k ad a 
n 
ED * Na 7 ut 
«7 => 2 t N N 


_ 


. 8 ; , - 
SER MON” VI. 1535 
14 3 F 10 ö * * FS. "7 15 
5 d of . a . | * | 5 


Ia ſhort, let a man judge of bis 
facetity by the ends propoſed in his 


devotions; which ſhould be his on 
Purification, the welfare of hisfellow= 


creatures, and the glory of God. IT 
he finds, and feels theſe principles at 
his heart in any degree, he is ſineere, 


notwithſtanding he may not be ſo 


fervent as he ought. But then ſuch 
kncerity- will not ſuffet him to ac- 


conſequently of divine eflitance. 9 


* 


To lion Sie; oat vitae 
devotion there is no commerce or 


eee with the Oreator, and 
therefore 


quieſce in this want of fervor; it 
will manifeſt itſelf by a true concern, 
by an anxious deſire and an earneſt 
endeavour to advance in goodneſs, 
and as the apoſtle emphatically ſpeaks, 
grow in grace. And theſe ſentiments 
will: moſt 'undoubtedly render him a 


. 
- ; : 
a — 
f o 
ec LS Cieaeds enea etc ROPE SPS; P ˙ rue Tt re a 


8 no e. 5 a an 
creature, and fince ſincerity is the 
very ſoul of it, of hat vaſt impor- 
tance is it to cleanſe our hearts as 


much as poſſible from every kind and 


degree of hypocriſy? And of what 
conſequence muſt it be to us to make 
a proper uſe of the frequent oppor- 


tunities of worſhip which we enjoy? 
For let it be remembred, that a total 


neglect of theſe opportunities, or an 
abuſe of them, by irreyerence, inat- 
tention, &c. will probably lead from 
iniquity to infidelity, or atleaſt harden 
us in Nein ungodlineds.. ore | 


3 as = a Cheidlan, will 


FR fincere, ſo will he be. of courſe 
| regular and conſtant in his devotions, 
even to punctuality. . Poſſibly indeed 


- ſuch ſtrictneſs may expoſe him to the 


ridicule of inconſiderate witlings, or 


proſe teofjers. But ſurely that 


man 


n 
3 \ 


5 " : * 1 * ** — * Wy 7 
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man will diſcover no more ſpirit) no 
more fortitude than ſincerity, who is 
deterred or diſcouraged by the idle 
raillery of fools that make à mock at 
8 fn. A wiſe man will not be ſtopped 73 
rin his ſpiritual courſe by ſuch impe=- | 
'E diments ; but will only be careful to 
take away occaſion of offence from 
thoſe who ſeek occaſion, by that diſ- 
cretion, which governs zeal, and 
tempers reſolution. The piety of 
this man will be ſteady and rational; 
neither timid, nor oſtentatious ; ſober, 
but not lukewarm ; ſerious, but not | 
preciſe ; fervent, without enthuſi= | 
aſm; and regular, without formality. | 
---Thus happily circumſtanced in 1 
his ſpiritual affairs, and not wilfully ' {| 
inclining unto any ſort or degree „ 
wickeaneſs with his heart, he is com- 
fortably aſſured, that the Lord will 
be gracious unto him; or, as the 
WT Wa Oi gr Aug ** = PIRIE - - 
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pſalmiſt expreſſes himſe 
verſe immediately followi 
will hear tin, and con 
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The caſe of Naaman conſidered. 


m— 


7 this thing the Lord pa von thy er- 
vant, that, when ny maſter = 


* 


2 K 1 NGS v. 18, 19. 


— 


* 
% N 


into the houſe of Rimmon to worſhip © 
there, and he laneth on my hand, 


By I bow myſelf down in the houſe 5 


* in the houſe of Rimmox the Lord 


= 


Rimmon ; when I bow down 1 


pardon thy ſervant in this thing. 


And be faid unto him, go, in Peace. . 


HI S paſſage (which concludes 
of 
the Syrian) as now read, 


* 


Naaman 


the well-known hiſtory 


and | 
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and as it runs in the verſion in uſe, 
has been ſuppoſed to contain much 
difficulty, and to lie open to profane 
cavils, and reflections affecting not 
only the ſacred character of the pro- 
phet Eliſha, but even the honour of 
God himſelf.---Which conſideration 
has been matter of diſſatisfaction to 
many pious and learned men, who 


have accordingly been induced to 


adopt another - conſtruction of the 
original, perhaps warrantable enough, 


but, as it ſhould ſeem, by no means 


neceflary.---For if we conſider the 
paſſage itſelf and the ſeveral particu- 


lars of the context, this new inter- 


pretation will (I think) appear rather 


forced and unnatural, and, if ſo, to 
be an unſerviceable as well as need- 


ü leſs fubſtitution. as 


Lago us „ies in . firſt! place, 
— the paſſage according to the 


common ; 


© FR 
LR 


A n ſee wh 
ther ſuch interpretation is nat the 
* n and nel: 


\ 


das Gatndla, 6 e Lider i it 
2 not be ſufficiently vindicated 
from the . ed it 256 been 
ere ene ta. i ee 


* us rings in 8 firſt in, 
waver the paſſage according to the 
common interpretation, and ſee whe» 
ther ſuch interpretation is not the 
malt ebnen aad nature] 1 vis andy 


- Aſter the deſpiſed « waters of Jenn 
had by the divine bleſſing proved mi - 
raculouſly ſalutary to the illuſtrious 
Syrian, the hiſtory proceeds to in- 


form us in what manner he expreſſed 


his gratitude to the prophet, who 
had enjoined the uſe of them for the 
cure of his leproſy and to the Al- 
5 Vox. II. L mighty 
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mighty Power, which had effected it, 
in the WEE n 15 


a 8 


V. 15. . * Aa to the man 


95 God, he and all his company; and 


came, and ſtood before him; and be faid, 


Behold now I know there is no God in 


all the earth but in Iſrael : now there- 


yore I pray thee, take a bleſſing of thy 
ſervant. (16.) But he ſaid, as the 


Lord liveth before whom I fland, I will 


receive none and he urged him to take 
it, but he refuſed. (17.) And Naaman 


faid, ſhall there not then, I pray thee, 
be given to thy ſervant two mules burden 


of earth? for thy. ſervant will hence- 
forth offer neither burnt-offering nor 


Sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the 
Lord: (18.) In this thing the Lord 


© pardon: —— ' that when 


maſter goeth into the houſe of Rimmon 
to worſhip there, and he leaneth on my 


band, and I bow myſelf in the houſe 4 


\< 5 yo 
2 N 


1 
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the Jouſe of — the Late 2 
thy ſervant in this thing. (19.) And © 
he ſaid unto him go in peace. Nowy 
if the. whole of this paſſage be con- 
ſidered, and eſpecially the connexion 
of the latter part, viz. the Syrian's 
declaration, that he will henceforth | 
offer neither burnt offering nor ſacrifice 
unto other gods, but unto the Lord, 
with what follows, In this thing the 
Lord pardon thy ſervant, that is, in 
his occafional and bodily adoration in 
the houſe of Rimmon; when all this | 
is conſidered: I ſay, what is more 
natural or conſiſtent than to under- 
ſtand him as making a ſingle excep- 
tion, and requeſting an indulgence 
for ſuch apparent conformity to the 
religion of his country? May we not 
reaſonably ſuppoſe ſuch a requeſt to 
have been founded in his complai- 
fance 0 his royal maſter, or, more 
R L 2 probably, | 


_ 


f 
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probably, in his fear 'of offending 
him? He 
perſonal devetion ſhall invariably be 
paid to the God of Iſrael; but hum- 
bly hopes and prays, that his ob- 


conſequence of his attendance on his 


ſovereign in a civil capacity, might 


meet with favourable allowance at 
the hand of that God, and not be 
regarded by him as a mark of wilful 
hypocriſy, or criminal prevarication. 


=== This however is the ſenſe which 
| moſt naturally offers itſelf, and will 
ſtill recur, after all the  objeRtions 


that can be made. | 


But it is not t fo natural to rea, 
PN to the other interpretation, 


that Naaman is in theſe words ex- 
preſſing a remorſe for his paſt idola- 
try. For that interpretation runs in 


Wi time PRE thit thing 
| the 


profeſſes that his real and 


ſervance of an outward ceremony, in 


oe nn; : FAS 7s SORE A IL EOS og, a EY _— 
8 : e n Ro > TI PORES. . ; 21 3 
<a 8 r * Nee ee Se S oe 4-7 bo 2 £ -— ASS Gs — 
2 5 4D a. 1 1 r r we 2 E 3 fins 77 2 . N * * 

* 8 2 n N D . — FRA EL 3 g 8 3 n n 
Ra te ws 4 2 7 a SE ex 1 Fa © T5 EEE) * e FR 5 * 8 Ray n 
1 IS Aer Da WOReRe Sgh” 2 N n n JT 1 e 

s * * — 4 I 1 >, o * a7 ©, << % n l „ e 
k , 1 — « | 2 9 


APR EG 5 2 
8 


. 3 88 
S i do 5 aa WT 
= 3 n RS re . 1 


8 RMON vn, 165 


the . Lard pardon. thy ſervant, that 
when, my maſter went into the houſe of 
Rinmmon to worſhip there, and he leaned - 
on. my hand, and I bowed myfelf in the 
hauſe of  Runmon 3 when I bowed down 
mie in the houſe of Rimmon, the Lord 
pardon thy ſervant in this thinge-== 
L  fay, even ſuppoſing the Hebrew 
text to be equally capable of this 
conſtruction (which may perhaps ad- 
mit of ſome diſpute) is it natural to 
comſider the noble Syrian s language 
upon this oceaſion as the language of 
contrition? Let the words of the 
text be interpreted as refering to his 
future conduct in 4 particular in- 
ſtance, and they are at firſt fight per- 
Nag eaſy and admiſſible; but they 
are ſurely rather puerile and jejune 
under the idea of a formal recanta- 
tion. In ſhort, it does not ſeem very 
reconcilable to probability, that Naa- 
man intending to ſupplicate the par- 
Z N Lz 07%” 
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don of his paſt idolatry, ſhould con- 
fine his confeſſion of it merely to 
this inſtance, his ceremonious wor- 
ſhip in the houſe of Rimmon; where 
he was obliged by his office to attend 
his maſter, and outwardly at leaſt 
could not in prudence, or decency, 
but deport himſelf as he did. Was 
this then the ſubſtance of his reli- 
gion? Was tis the only inſtance of 
his devotion to the gods of his coun- 
try? Was not this indeed rather the 
moſt venial, and, if I may ſo call it, 
the moſt unreal act of his idolatry ? 
And what tolerable reaſon can be aſ- 
figned for his fingling this out for 
the ſubject of his penitence and de- 
precation, and omitting the more 
perſonal and voluntary acts of his 
falſe worſhip, his repeated ſacrifices 
and burnt offerings? It is evident 
he lays the chief ſtreſs upon theſe, 
hen he promiſes for the future not 

1 r 
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to perform this f undoubtedly - more 


important. and eſſential part of wor- 
ip unto other gods, but unto the Lord; 


making, as it ſhould ſeem, a plain 


diſtinction between it, and the cir- 
cumſtance of external adoration which 
10 ſolicits ene for. a 


N diahers is it cas a 
altogether to diſregard the perfect 


agreement of all the ancient verſions 
of the Hebrew text, in the interpre- 
tation of the paſſage before us; ſince, 
ſuppoſing the grammatical ſtructure 
of the words indifferent to either 


ſenſe, this concurrence ſufficiently 
evidences the judgment of the ſeve- 


ral interpreters, and what appeared 


to them moſt natural and agreeable 


to truth. Nor is the citation of the 
3 


this book, in order to invalidate the 


3 force of this concurrence. (I mean the 


L4 prophet's 
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prophet's anſwer to Benhadad's en- 
quiry about his illneſe) by any means 
adequate to the purpoſe ; not only 
becauſe it is much more probable 
that many interpreters ſhould miſtake 
in one inftance than in more ; but al- 
ſo becauſe, notwithſtanding the great 
plauſibility of the — verſion of 
that place, it may be much queſtion- 
ed, upon due conſideration of it, 
whether the ſuppoſed erroneous may 
not really be the true reading, and 
the reſult of een . n 
e eee E | 


But to return to the aſs before 
us: the objections to that explication 
of it, which we have been defending 
as moſt obvious and natural, are 

drawn chiefly from the reply. which. 
Eliſha makes to the noble Syrian s 
petition : And be ſaid unto bin, Go in 
N z Which is by ſome conſtrued as 
his 
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his approbation of the other's idola- 
try, and condemned as inconfiſtent 
with his ſacred" character: how juſt- 

ly, we are now donne to nen in 
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Second place, wherein it was pro- : 
poſed to examine, whether the com- 
mon interpretation may not be ſuffi- 
ciently vindicated from the objections 
ty ich it has n ſuppoſed e 


| 
— bees it is c that 
the petition was ſuch as could not 
conſiſtently be made by Naaman 
himſelf, becauſe it was for a diſpen- 
ſation for idolatry, nor, for the fame 
reaſon, be granted by the propheet; 
let it be re-conſidered what was the 
idolatry for which this indulgence. 
was requeſted ; and alſo enquired” 
w far ſuch idolatry was, properly 
ſpeaking approved by" the prophet's 


anſwer 
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anſwer, 0 in peace. Or let it be 
ſuppoſed for a moment, that it was 
true and criminal idolatry which 
Naaman deſired a diſpenſation for; 
even upon this ſuppoſition, I ſay, it 
is far from being clear that the pro- 
phet's reply is to be interpreted as an 
abſolute approbation of his conduct. 
For in this caſe, it may reaſonably be 


underſtood to mean no more than a 


civil diſmiſſion, and general good 
wiſh at parting, without implying 
any thing like a direct approbation of 


a finful prevarication in him. If 


Naaman's requeſt was conſidered by 
Eliſha as evidencing all want of prin- 
_ ciple, and abominable in the eyes of 
| God, he was then unworthy of bet- 
ter inſtruction, and juſtly ſuffered, by 
an undeciſive anſwer, to follow the 
corrupt bent of his own imagination. 
And that the form of ſpeech made 
uſe of by the * upon this oc- 


caſion, 


g 9 
$ ; 1 — / = > . - n * ho 3 . » 
v4. ute KY 5 SY 5 1 \# 3 pan Iam 7 . ien 5 Bo I $2205 0 WT” Ce ABN (5 \ £24,45 JIE j 
2 os. 4 * 8 - 3 2 N n o ne ER ES e 3 Ce . = of hor Old k 1-3 » © v2 — 4 - ob, +, 2408 9 * 7 — 3 

* * nw” Nene e * 8 1 „„ . ] ¹³M J ĩͤ v ]⁰— . DEAF oe; n MY 3 . = Þ3 * — S = 1 2 ROE ISL I & Wh.” ws 8 S ** by 
Cr FFV e 82322½ͤĩÄ§7˙%. ̃ᷣ-p: .... ̃̃¼¾ .. . ĩðͤ ß ̃ͤ ß E e 8 27 IN es LL FE © ht os 5 j | INS ES 8 . 
Rn C00 ͥ òðõWĩ —TT——T—ßß7ßT—T—Tßßßßßßß ̃ ̃ rr i Sd ̃ĩ ͤ OL RS Ap 7 Og / ß 7 . . S : * ks * * = : . : 4 
* SR 2 n EY EIS £04 STU Co F den e 36: 28 7 . 5 N 3 EIN 8 S TIER 5 8 3 * a 8 5 4 

. n S 2 . I r * „7ST 2 8 cu” . 35 — N 9 6 gt 3 5 + * — 5 * N 

8 r ß * 2 i 4, PE OS , 4 os - 75 EL n 8 ſo. 5 


een 
„ IN 
JC od NED 


* — ee CS IM ANDY 3 
777 A Gs et ER Fr NORRIS 


+" 

_ 1nd 

XxX 
pz 
1 

1 5 8 N 
1 
1 

_-- 
7 
23M 
2 3 
3 
„ 
3 
ö 7 
1 
= 
jet S 
. 1 
3 

Ws 
w; der 
rf 
- . © 0s 
8 385 955 
Ov 
n 
3 
N 
22 4 
1 
2 A 2 
1 
> 
9 
9 
4 
We 
IL 
1 oF 
8 
1 
3 
"AED 
1 2 
1 
N 
3 
WY 

2 by. 

„ 

* | 15 

1 

3 

_— 

1 
1 8 
"= A vey 
„ 

I . 

N ) 

( +5 
= 8 
1 
» — 4 
2 3 

"> WG 
3 

8 

As. 

& bez 2 

1 
IM 

3 

n 
n 

"I 8 Ft 
1 

1 

8 

>) r 
. 

_ Ro 
We”; 
I 

-<v : 
4% 
e 5 

1 

1 

1 

3 8 

1 

3 

==. 

2 = * — 6 
"32 
+568 
Ja 

4 
NN 
ar 
Sf 
8 : 
2 Sp 
nn 
- 5M 
ha 
1 
2 
„. 
Wes 
* * 
a 
* 
. ? 
"2% 
> 00s 
73 
=”. 
We, 7.0 
"WL 
2 
7 

1 
7 5 

1 
1 
3 
* 
Wh 
IF 
* 

- A 

7 
55 
. 
,XE $ 
3 
MW, fi 

5 
Fol 
3 
ws 

0 $5 
8 
b 
” 

A * 

5 
i 
1 


S ER MON VII. 171 


a common valediction, deſigned per- 


haps to put an end to the converſa- 
tion, is not to be doubted, unleſs a 
more ſolemn intention and applica- 


tion of it could be aſcertained from 


the circumſtances; which is the point 


in diſpute. It is well known, that 


in our own, and other modern lan- 


guages, phraſes, full as ſolemn in their 
literal ſenſe, as this Hebrew one of 
Go in peace- are uſed conſtantly in a 


light, common way of civility, and 
without any particular meaning or 


ſentiment anſwerable to their real 


import.---But ſtill the queſtion may 
recur Was not this kind of diſmiſ- 


ſion, at this time, by implication, an 


encouragement to idolatry ? --- And 


in anſwer, let it be conſidered, that 


as to Naaman. in particular, it was 
immaterial, if he was unworthy of 
f . light, as was hinted above 


and 
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and ſo it was with regard to his coun- 
trymen the Syrians, that accompanied 
him; unleſs the converſion of that 
nation had been deſigned by Provi- 
dence, and by means of the preach- 
ing of Naaman. And as to the Jews, 
could any danger to their principles 
be apprehended from this anſwer, it 
had been eaſy for the prophet to ob- 
viate every thing of this ſort by a pro- 
, pars be A WAGER 6a 


But it may be fairly: e 
we have ſeen, that the idolatry which 
Naaman petitions to be indulged in 
ſeeming to perform, was not of ſa 
| heinous a nature. There may be 
well conceived, and more ſuitably to 
his caſe and circumſtances, ſome me- 
dium between the ſpirit of. a confeſ- 
for and martyr, into which his con- 
feſſion of the true God and conver- 

fon, have, without ſufficient ground 
from 
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as 2 or probability, been 
ted, and that groſs and ſinful 


has been charged. Muſt he needs be 
either a perfect convert, a prophet, 
and à teacher of righteouſneſs, or elle a 
rank hypocrite and idolater ? And is 
there any occaſion to cavil at Eliſha's 
wiſhing him well, and bidding him-- 
Go' in peace, after a requeſt, which 
may juſtly be thought to imply much 


ls there any neceſlity in this caſe: to 


interpret, or even any propriety in 


interpreting the prophet's farewel in- 


to an approbation of idolatry, proper- 


iy ſo called? Beſides, there is great 
reaſon to apprehend that ſuch Idola- 


try as that, for which a diſpenſation 


is here ſuppoſed to have been humbly 
requeſted, was generally practiſed and 


derts . 1 may fo term them) or 


* 15 * 4 


; * 


tion, with which his requeſt 


more of infirmity than preſumption? 


allowed among the imperfect con- 
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20 prolabjtes- of the gate, (as they 


vVere called) who were not obliged by 


the ſtrict letter of the ſecond com- 


mandment, as the Jewe themſelves 
were; but were left at liberty occa- 


ſionally to pay reſpect to the gods of 


their own country, by an external | 
and apparent ceremony of adoration. | 


For it is the exprefs judgment of 
many of the Jewiſh doQtors, that the 
outward or bodily worſhip of an idol 
was permitted to theſe proſelytes un- 
der certain circumſtances. Nay I do 
not ſee how it could be in general 
avoided, or that there could in fact 


be ſuch proſelytes reſident in their 
native countries upon other terms 


than of ſuch apparent conformity. 
Becauſe though at moſt times, and in 


moſt parts, there was very great lati- 


tude allowed to the introduction and 
worſhip of foreign and neighbouring 


. yet was _ liberty i never to 


. be 
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be underſtood as warranting any, man 
to diſturb, and much leſs to ſuper- 
ſede the national religion. And.it 
was upon this ground, as ſeems high- 
1y probable, that Naaman made, 
what, conſidering his circumſtances, 
one might venture to call his humble 
and modeſt petition ; as being per- 
| ſuaded, that if he might be indulged 
in this thing, i, e. in his bodily and 
ſeeming adoration of the idol in the 
houſe of Rimmon, all would be well; 
he ſhould not be compelled to incur 
the penalties of death, or baniſhment, 
or confiſcation, or even of loſs of 
rank and preferment : but that ſuch 
external conformity would be ſatiſ- 
factory, and ſufficient to prevent, or 
to obviate the effect of, any narrow 
and particular enquiry into his more 
conſcientious and perſonal devotions. 
Upon this footing then, is there any 
room to reproach the Syrian general 
with 


ob 
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with groſs hypocriſy, and downright 
prevarication ? But on the other 
hand, ſo deep a compunction and 
cContrition, as is ſuppoſed by the mo- 
dern interpretation of his petition, 
ſeems (as before obſerved) very un- 
natural, and could not be expected 
from human infirmity, except ſuch 
extraordinary grace and illumination, 
and ſuch a ſpirit of zeal be imagined 
in Naaman, as moſt probably would 
have been recorded, with it's effects, 
of which however there is no trace 
to be found in hiſtory, ſacred or 
profane. And upon this repreſenta- 
tion of the matter, which, for what 
appears to the contrary, may be a 

Juſt one; the prophet's conduct al- 

ſo is totally clear of cenſure in diſ- 
miſſing his petitioner with Co in 
peace; even if that valedictory form 
be confidered as equivalent to an in- 
ne or permiſſion; which is the 
moſt 


moſt that cal dee me. of 

it, as it falls very hort of a full and 
entire apptob dation: 1 ny thin | 
were allowed er permitred to "th 
Jews themſelves,” md heit' imper⸗ 
fect oeconomy, which were nöt there” 
fore approved, but were ta be Tor 
rected by a more excellent diſpenſa- 

tion ; and with regard to the Gentile 
world in general (left to the light of 
nature and conſcience, which they 
had ſadly obſcured and abuſel)' it is 
ſaid that Zhe times EY 7his  {gnorance 
God your” at.” oy ln th 
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mp ibs whole, I think it appears 
that the common interpretation of the 
paſſage is very defenſible, and, on va- 
rious ſuppoſitions, ſufficiently clear 
from all reaſonable objections. If the 
requeſt of Namaan was altogether 
criminal; and by no means the ob- 
Jen of favour and indulgence, there 
Vo I. II. M is 


m 80 in Peace, as 
te 4 venial Lo wt not 


tion, which has been adopted. by the 
zeal of men of great learning and 
Principal aim has boen 
the c mmõn one, 


infrlels have been even for- 
ward to ava  themigly Ss; 
 unreaſo! 


orf this paſſage: . But they may be 
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ür perle of this cafty who will 
be apt to' take advantage from an und 
Receſfary ebnceiion;; and whoſe car 
Vils ac fs paſhpe of farred hiſtory 

ate founded upon the wider bottom 
of their general oppoſition to revela. 
fd. Rather let the injuſtice and 

_ Weiknefs' of their concluſlons, eren 
ftom their own premiſes, be ſhewn'; 
f. e. fro the common interpretation 


aequainted at the ſame time, thut 

even thoſe premiſes, though appa- 

rently moſt probable, may poſſibly 

be wrong, as it cannot be demonſtra- 

ted that tke other interpretation 
(meh at one overſets all their ob- 
Need is falſe; ba 


. Mreflute- 
rence from the uſual explication of 

hide paſſuge of ſeripture! Bet us 
Ware unteiſsnatle and ſceptical men 
N ons © to 


* 


180 8 E R M 0 N. VII. 


to en joy their mock triumphs, their 
groundleſs and unimportant objec- 
tions; and let them, or others, who 
may be ſo diſpoſed, form from thence 


ſuch pretences as they may „ at this | 
time, for their infincerity in religion. 


And, inſtead of being ſo ſtudious to 
vindicate the Hebrew prophet, and 
. magnify the Syrian general into ane, 
as fome have done, who thought it 
neceſſary to have recourſe to a new 
interpretation, let us judge it more 
to our purpoſe to make a proper uſe 
of the conſideration of his human in- 
firmity, (the ſtrongeſt light perhaps 
in which his conduct can be ſeen) by 
comparing with it the many flagrant 
. Inſtances of our own ſpiritual idola- 


tries, and vain endeavours to recon- 
cile the real devotion we pay to our- 


ſelf- love, paſſions and vices, with 


the hypocritical ſervice of our Ma- 


ker. Let us deeply reflect how apt 


— 


. 
8 
"It 
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we are to make exceptions, and crave 
indulgence for the real (I ſay) and 
cordial ſervice of ſome particular 
favourite fin ; praying, in the impious 
language of a corrupt heart --- Lord, 
pardon me in this thing ;- and farther 
expoſtulating -- [s is not a little one? 
i. e. in compariſon of our own virtues, 
and the vices of others; both which 
are ſeen through a magnifying glaſs. 
Let us beware, leſt, even without 
applying for a diſpenſation to others, 
we ſpeak peace to ourſelves, when 

there is no peace; and let it be our 

conſtant and fervent prayer, that 
« we may have grace to judge of 
« ourſelves, as God judgeth of us; 
% and may never be at peace with 
« ourſelves, till we are at perfect 
* peace with him; and by purity of 
*« heart and godly ſincerity, be qua- 
* lified to ſee and enjoy him in his 
« heavenly kingdom, through Jeſus 
« Chriſt our Lord.” To whom, &c. 
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| Let no corrupt communicati 
out of your mouth, bur thar which 
7 cling, tht i 
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ney niinifter grace unto the bearers. 


j . 
. * 
” > 1 * N 1 


£ . 


1k = 


\LTHOUGH: immodeſt: 
courſe , which is by the apof- 
_ tle elſewhere ſtiled, Filthy Co 
nication, " ſec 


£ 
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more eſpeci- 


ally 


% Mro or the 
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ally to deſerve the title of Corrupt; 
yet there is no manner of reaſon why 


we ſhould reſtrain the force of this 
prohibition within ſo narrow a com- 


pals. We may very juſtly extend 
it to the whole circle of thoſe exceſ- 
ſes of the tongue, whereby we offend, 
either againſt. religion and piety, by 
blaſphemy and profaneneſs z== againſt 
charity, by ſlander and evil ſpeaking; 
-- againſt; truth, by lying and falſe- 
hood ;--againſt meekneſs, by clamour 
and bitterneſs ;--againſt humility, by 
contemptuouſneſs and inſolence ; --- 
and, laſtly, againſt chriſtian gravity 


and ſeriouſneſs, by levity, and that 
jeſting, which is not convenient. All 


which, as they are by St. Paul ſeve- 
rally and diſtinctly forbidden in dif- 
ferent places, ſo are they here well 


ſummed up by him in the phraſe of 
corrupt communication: and, agree- 


| Ke to this latitude of? conſtruction, 


the 
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the general « edmmani; in the” litter 
part of the text, will be anſwerable 
to a general prohibition | in the for- 
mer. © Letno corrupt communicas ' 
= < tion proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the uſe 
Jof edifying, that it may miniſter 
60 e unto "_ hearers.” Wiss 


* 


"$29 
db 


3 
* 


A to the firſ part, the prohibit 
on, or negative precept, it is very 
obſervable how full and emphatical 
the ſcriptures are upon this head of 
the government 'of the tongue.” St. 
James appropriates a conſiderable part 
of his General Epiſtle to this ſubject, 
and lays ſo great ſtreſs upon it, that 
be makes it the characteriſtic to diſ- 
tinguiſh the truly religious man from 
the hypocrite. * If any man among 
« you. ſeem to be religious, and 
„ bridleth not his tongue, but de- 
da ceiveh his own heart, this man's 
; e re- 


7 
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6 religion is vain.“ And again, - 
« If any man offend not in word, the 

« fame is a perfect man, and able al- 
« ſo to bridle the whole body.” And, 
to obviate the common excuſe which 
men are apt to make for their fail- 
ings in this reſpect, namely, that they 
are flips of the tongue, rather than 
deliberate and premeditated tranſgreſ- 
fions, our bleſſed Saviour pronounces, 
that every idle word (by which we 
muſt at leaſt underſtand every word 
_ offending in any of the above. ints) 
that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give 
account thereof in the day of judg- 
ment: For, ſays he, by thy words 
e thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy 
« words. thou ſhalt be condemned.” 
And it needs not ſeem ſtrange, that 
the offences of the tongue ſhould be 
{9 ſeverely cenſured, - as they are 

throughout the holy ſcripture, or ſo 
+ me threatned even with a fu 
ture 


s ER MON vn. 47 


ture account, 4s they are in the paſ- 
tage laſt cited, when i it is conſidered, 


Firſ, that they are 2. notorious 
abyſs. of. ſpeech, , molt excellent 
and comfortable endowment. of hu- 
man nature, which diſtinguiſhes us 
from the brute creation, no leſs than 
reaſon itſelf, with which noble facul- 
ty it hath indeed ſo cloſe a connexion, 
that the one neceſſarily implies the 
other. Now to employ this uſeful 
and important talent in the utterance 
of ſuch things as right reaſon cannot 
but condemn, is to proſtitute it to 
purpoſes widely different from thoſe 
it was deſigned to ſerve. All other 
conveniences and comforts of ſpeech 
are but ſecondary, and very inferior 
confiderations, compared with the 
benefits, derivable from it in our com- 
munications reſpecting the honour of 
. ** our edification of one an- 
other. 
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other. It is upon theſe accounts 
that the tongue deferves the high 
character beſtowed upon it by holy 
David, of « the beſt member that we 


*« have.“ And accordingly the ſon 


of Sirach reſolves very juſtly, as well 
as piouſly ; * The Lord hath given 
« me a fongue, and I will praiſe him 
„ therewith.” And in truth, the 
abſurdity, as well as the wickedneſs 
of abuſing the faculty under confide- 
ration, is ' ſet forth in very ſtrong 
terms by the apoſtle juſt now cited. 
«The tongue can no man tame; it 
&« is an unruly evil, full of deadly 

poiſon : : therewith bleſs we God, 
even the Father; and therewith 
ee curſe we man, which are made af- 
« ter the ſimilitude of God. Out of 
« the fame mouth proceedeth bleſſing 
« and curſing. My brethren, theſe 
things ought not ſo to be. Doth 
Ls 4 a fountain ſend forth at the ſame 


place 
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cc « place ſweet water and bitter ?.Can 


40 the fig-tree, my brethren, bent 
7 olive- berries ? either a vine. figs?! 


| And,, by parity of reaſon, the argu=. 


ment contained in theſe queſtions 
may be applied to all and every in- 
ſtance of verbal tranſgreſſion, whether 
againſt God, or againſt our neigh- 
bour. --- Shall the ſame mouth. be 


the vehicle-of thankſgiving and blaſ- 
phemy, of prayer and irreverence, of 


truth and fal ſhood, of courteouſneſs 
and contumely, of candour and de- 


traction, of GmpAcily and are 
tion? 


* TT. it be n n 
ly, how inconſiſtent all corrupt com- 
munication is with that purity of 
heart which the goſpel ſo indiſpen- 
ſibly requires, with that „ holineſs 
« without which no man ſhall ſee the 


« Lord.” 2. For impure converſation. 
is 
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18 a ſure token, 'of rather tlie natural 
produce of an impure mind. And 
therefore our blefſed Saviour argues, 
with regard to mens“ imagitations, 
and diſcourſes corteſporident to then, 
Either make the tree govt, and His 
fruit gvod, or effe make the tree 
corrupt, and His fruit cotropt; n for 
«the tree is known by His fruit... 
And afterwards He aſks a queſtions 
which, in the manner of aſking, im- 
ports an utter impoſſibility ; Hb 
«car ye, being evil, ſpelt” good 
things * And further, to deter- 
mine this impoſſibility, he then de- 
clares poſitively, A good man, out 
aof the good treaſure of the Heart, 
_ *ringeth forth good things and 
am evil man, out of the evil trea- 
. * ſove, bringeth forth evil _—. 


 Thitaly, another reaſbn why' the 
faults of the TR frequently 
and 
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and addy Korbiäden⸗ T1: * 
proneneſs of men in general, in 4 

greater or leſs degree, to fall into 
ben 5 however i into moſt of them. ws 
The fact is, that on this very ſcore, 
becauſe; they are ſo eaſily, and often 
ineonſiderately committed, we are in- 
elined to look upon them, at moſt, 
as very pardonable tranſgreffions, and 
ſuch as are atoned for by the tranſient 
cenſure which we paſs upon them in 
ourſelves, either upon the ſpot, or ; 
upon recollection. Indeed our very 
forgetfulneſs is conſidered as an ar- 
gument of their light and trivial na- 
ture. This then being the caſe, it 
becomes highly neceffary that theſe 
offences ſhould' be repreſented in pro- 
per colours, and as liable to ſuitable 
penalties; that ſuch conſiderations 
_counteraQang, as it were, our natural 
propenſities, we may at leaſt ſo far 
Fake OO” ee ways, as not noto-— 
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= But * K another reaſon ns. 


why. we are fo ſtrictly enjpined to let 
no ** corru pt communication proceed 
44 out of our mouth,” and that which 
at preſent. 1 ſhall chiefly. inſiſt upon, 


is the fatal conſequence. of it, with 
regard to it's infectious nature, and 


malignant tendency, to propagate 


vice among mankind, and to deſtroy 


even the appearance of virtue. On 
account of this extenſive and; perni- 


cious quality, a corrupt tongue is by 
St. James compared to a fire; nay 


: further, to a fire ſo diffuſive, that it 


40 ſetteth on fire the courſe of nature, 
and is as ſpreading and deſtructive in 
the moral world, as a general confla- 
gration would be in the natural. — 


Which deſcription, ſtrong as it is, is 
yy too. IF; for it may ſafely be 


averred, 
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averred, that the general corruption 


of the World is more owing to irreli- 


gious converſation, than to any other 
cauſe. whatſoever... It is apparent 
an. experience, that 4 evil com- 


1 munications principally corrupt 
=” good manners. They are more 


infectious than even bad examples: 


becauſe by them a man, particularly 
a young ones is gradually, and as it 
were imperceptibly debauched; he 
is perſuaded and fallaciouſly reaſoned 
into the commiſſion, of actions, to 
which he had not been ſeduced be- 
fore by any intrinſic influence, or the 


weight of the moſt engaging autho- 
rities. Looſe converſation is a kind 


of medium. between corrupt commu- 
nication and actual wickedneſs. It 


is too great an eſſay for the young 
novice at once to leap over all the 
fences of virtue, and plunge himſelf 
of iniquity. This 


into the depths 
Vor. I. N appears 


7 
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appears to him too barefac and 
frightful to be cloſed with, till he 
i been ttained uß in the ſchool of 
vice, to open his eyes wide to the 
Pleaſures of fin, and at the ſame time 
to ſhut them to the deformities and 


dangers of it; till he has been taught 


by his profligate inſtructors, to pur- 
ſue that, under the notion of gallan- 


try, or ſpirit, or conſtitutional ĩndul- 


gende, which he could not ſo well 


reconcile himſelf to under the idea 
of enormity ; till he has learned to 


look upon his fears as childiſh, and 


his modeſty as unbecoming; and is 


at length prevailed on, by ſuch good 


words and fait ſpeeches, as deceive 


the hearts of the ſimple, to ſet out an 
adventurer in the world of pleaſure, 
under the bleſſed auſpices of men of 
unbluſhing foreheads, and hardened 
hearts.---The caſe is (to ſpeak more 
Willy 's to a matter of this conſequence) 

| when 
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When a man falls firſt into bad com- 


4 Pans: he is ſoon entertained with 


ved and vici- 


| of thoſe depra 


5 ous $ inclinations, which he has before, 
to his concern, found in himſelf. The 
diſcourſe which he hears emboldens 
him to throw in his mite, as I may 
ſay, and expreſs ſomewhat of thoſe 
natural propenſities, which he like- 


wiſe feels: and this is a great point 


gained on the ſide of Vice, and loſt 

on that of Virtue. 
inclinations acquire more ſtreng th by 
utterance ;. and the wiſh - which we 


For thoſe vicious 


are not aſhamed to own, we ſhall 


not long be afraid to gratify. In this 
ſituation, our young man is thorough- 
Iy and fatally prepared for the influ- 


ence of example; for the influence 


of the example of thoſe perſons, 
whoſe mirth and wit, and good ſenſe, 
and fine lte. and it may be learn- 


long admired and 
> NN 2 loved: 
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>defire of realizing thoſe | impure 


: imaginations, which have been raiſed 


by the luxuriance of. their deſcripti> 
dus? How ſhall he withſtand their 
friendly invitations to 


ſhall he ſtand out againſt their rail- 
lery and contempt if he refuſe? He 
is now reduced to an alternative 
which will not much perplex him, 
either to forſake the company which 
| he hath found ſo entertaining and de- 
lightful, or to tun with them into 

the ſame exceſs of riot; to which 
he hab but too natural a bias within 


Suh are the unhappy. e Ss ef 
1 crrupt communibatien. But the miſs 


; fev-of old ſinners: with the yoang and 
unenf Heri. 


and 


d kk: mall he now reſiſt 


partake with 
them. in their debaucheries ? or how 


not here: theſe ſucceſs 


r enced, alt confirm, 
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and harden themſelyes in ſenſuality. 
Every proſelyte to the cauſe of vice 
is a freſh progf, another inſtange of 


_ the frailty of human nature;--the fa» 


vourite topic, the ſtanding plea, the 
perpetual refuge, or rather the ſub» 


terfuge, of profligate libertines, and, 


if I may ſo call them, veteran de- 
bauchees. Theſe think they have 
leſs reaſon to be ſurpriſed of concefn- 
ed at their owp fliding ſo cafily in 


e path of ſinners, when they pere 
ceive others, pore innocent than they 
an ever remember themſelves to hayes 


been, fo weak, fo utterly unable to 


men ſtrengthen themſelves in wicked · 


neſs, and become quite ſhameleſs by 


looking round with plegfure upon the 
numerous circle of people like them- 
uch company keeps them 
in countenance, gives them new fpi- 


ne bs pep are uind pleaſed d e 


N 3 the 


* 
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the majority on their ſide, while each 


particular ſinner ſeems to delude him- 
ſelf with a hope that he ſhall eſcape 
among the croud which ſurrounds 
him. nn 
"Ys 1 my ſubject leads me to men- 
tion another ſet of men, upon this 
E . occaſion, who, though by no means 
abandoned either in principle, or prac- 
| WE yet, one ſhould think, are very 
willing to be thought ſo ; who, by a 
ſtrange kind of Affschttion, appeur 
much worſe than they really are, and 
Who, for their brethren and compa- 
nions ſakes, as we may ſay, or for the 

| 3 of merriment, or with a view 

o paſs for perſons acquainted | with 

the ways of the world, will join in 
all levity, and too often even ribaldry 
of converſation. In ſhort, they are ſo 
deſirous of pleaſing in general, and 
To of being careſſed even by them, 
5 whoſe 


r 


— N 3 N Cx teh 22 A 5 75 ny 2 4 5 Les Mo , 
2H TFT TY 


8 ER M ON vnn. 199 


99 8 2 — 


whoſe principles and manners they 

condemn, that they dreſs themſelves 
out in that ſhew of gaity, which 
alone will entitle them to a place 
among ſuch company. They throw 
off all the aukward and uncouth air 
and mien of religion, as libertines 
call it, and may properly enough be 
ſaid to be hypocrites reverſed. They 
invert, as it were, the intention of 


that precept, which commands us to 


« ſet. a watch upon our mouths, and 
cc keep the door of our lips, and be- 
ſtow the care requiſite to prevent 
whatever is idle and vicious from 
eſcaping from them, in ſtudiouſſy 
avoiding to advance any thing that 
is ſerious or virtuous. Thus they act 


a double part, deſiring to be regard- 
ed by God as perſons of a good prin- 


ciple at bottom, and yet be thought 
men of gallantry and ſpirit by thoſe 
with whom they converſe. 8 But let 
. them 
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them ſeribufly reflect upon the me n 
as well as finful prevarication they 
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are herein guilty of. Let them not 
flatter themſelves, that the cenſure 


which probably they paſs in private 
upon their company, and themſelves 


too, will atone for their conduct in 


public. Let them rather conſider 
how deeply they have incurred the 
divine diſpleaſure by their baſe com- 
pliances, and a conformity which be- 
ſpeaks them at beſt but luke warm 
Gitane à character highly odious 


to a God, who is every where in ho- 


ly ſcripture repreſented as jealous of 


his honour. '' Beſides, they have great 


reaſon to be apprehenfive that the 
conſequence of this conduct may be 


their becoming at length as looſe and 


debauched, both in ſentiment and 


Practice, as thoſe very perſons whoſe 
vices they have had the meanneſs to 
mY court to, by affecting ſuch diſ- 


courſe 
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courſe as was agreeable to them. In 
the moſt favourable point of view, 
— they reſemble the madman; 
of Solomon, who ſcatters about fire - 
brands, arrows, and death, and ſays, 
* Am] not in ſport?” But ſuppoſing 
no ſuch effect in their own lives, they 
ought to reflect, and deeply too, that 

they are promoters of corruption and 
impurity; that they really, though 
not deliberately or deſignedly, ad- 
vance the cauſe of the grand enemy 
of mankind ; and that the fooliſh 
talking, the vain, the light conver - 
— in which they take a part, 
may produce and cheriſſr worſe diſ- 
poſitions 1 in others, n MO n | 
ban in ee 


11 is a edi dg to 1 par- 
ert of other mens fins; and this 
_ ſhould ſeriouſly be conſidered, as well 

by thoſe perſons whom I have juſt 
5 now 
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now deſcribed, as by all who indulge 
themſelves in corrupt communicati- 
ons. Moſt other ſins may be com- 
mitted with private and ſingle guilt 
only; but this, in it's own nature, 
implies participation; and no man 
can tell what ſhare of the general 
corruption he may have to anſwer 

for, added to his own perſonal ſins, 
ariſing from the influence of his irre- 
ligious and immoral converſation. 
And with this conſideration, I will 
cloſe the negative part of the apoſtle's 
precept, - Let no corrupt commu- 

* nication proceed out of your 
* mouth.” -- But this is not all that 

is required of us. It is not ſufficient 

that we barely abſtain from ſuch. diſ- 

, courſe as tends directly to corrupt 
ourſelves and others; but we muſt 
likewiſe accuſtom ourſelves to that 
* n is es to the ule of edify- 
\ 7. in g. 
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« ing, that it may miniſter grace un- 
„to the hearers ;” --- which is the 
poſitive precept or duty enjoined in 
the text, and will afford a 9 8 for 


diſtinet conſideration. 
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1 20 corrupt communication proceed * 
cout of your mouth, . but that which 
is good to the uſe of edifying, that it 
may miniſter grace unto the bearers. 


Fa. 


_ 
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AVING already ſpoken to the 


nication, and ſhewn the reaſons why 
it i is fo ſtrictly Forbidden, 1ſt. Be- 
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ſpeech.---2dly.---Becauſle it is ſo in- 
_ conſiſtent with that purity of heart 
— which the goſpel requires;---qdly.--- 
Becauſe men are ſo apt to be guilty 
of it, in ſome inſtance or other, 
through inadvertency and heedleſs- 
neſs,---And laſtly.---Becauſe of its 
bad influence, and malignant ten- 
_  dency to e vice and i — 


lity. 
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I am come now to the ſecond part, 
or duty enjoined in the text, which 
is to accuſtom ourſelves to that con- 
verſation, which is good to the uſe 
« of edifying, chat it may miniſter 
* ”_ unto the hearers.” | 


The ground af: this ee * 
pears plainly from what has been 
already obſerved concerning the very 
bad effects of the contrary ſort of 
n for if this is both ſo 

. | general 


8 E R MON IX. * 
. — in the world, and 


antidote to counterwork the prevail- 


ing poiſon: and we owe this to the 
honour, and glory of God, which 
we ought to promote every way, as 


ve cannot any way more naturally or 
effectually, than by publickly pro- 


feſſing our reverence for his holy 
name and laws, by openly ſhewing 


uneaſineſs at the violation of them 


in other men, and by taking all pro- 
per occaſions of inſtructing the ig- 


norant, confirming the weak, cau- 


tioning the inadvertent, and rebuking 
the profane. Our good actions will 
not be ſufficient for the purpoſes of 


edification without good converſa- 


tion: both are neceſſarily implied in 
thence notion of a religious man's 
TOES ol conduct, . 


ſo much to the wickedneſs of hat 
becomes highly neceſſary that it 
ſhould be oppoſed by good and reli- 
gious diſcourſe: thus we have an 


10 form an exemplary character. 
his :ſincerity will be called in. queſ- 
tion, his private life ed. and 
bad motives for his actions ſuppoſed, 
unleſs his converſation be uniform 
Wich his behaviour. If a man pre- 
tends to be a complete gentleman, 
vr à polite ſcholar, or an adept in 
any branch of fcience, wo e 
find ſpecimens of theſe feveral cha- 
_ raters in his diſcourſe; and, in like 
manner, we look upon it as one prooſ 
| ous man, e e 17 


wa 


„ as zeal for God's 
honoor will difpake men to rehgi 
ootweriation, ſo does charity to our 
neighbour eſpecially require that ſuch 
** communications ſhould proceed 
ut of our mouths as may miniſter 
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6 grace unto the hearers ; ;” ſach ab 
may tend to 'awaken them out of 
their ſtupidity, to correct their errors, 
reclaim them from their ſinful habits, 
and, in ſhort, to ſave their ſouls from 
death. The holy pſalmiſt was full 
of this ſpirit of philanthropy, when 
he exclaimed fo affectionately; It 
te grieveth me when I ſee the tranſ- 
« greſſors, becauſe they keep not thy 


« law.” And, in another place he 
ſtrongly expreſſes the deep concern 
which he felt, by the manner in 
which it vented itſelf, «+ Mine eyes 


« puſh out with water becauſe men 
„keep not thy law.” In like man- 
ner every true Chriſtian muſt feel in 


a greater or leſs degree theſe humane 
emotions upon obſerving the greater 


part of mankind walking in the ways 


of darkneſs and deſtruction, not only 
with an air of ſecurity, but even of 
Foy and triumph. In ſhort, a good 


TOE on — 0 man 
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man will never think it too much 
trouble to ſtretch forth his hand if 
poſſible to ſave ſome: or rather, 
can he forbear exerting his utmoſt 
ſtrength, I had almoſt ſaid going, be- 
yond it, in the glorious attempt ? 
Warmed with a divine love for the 
| ſouls of men, he will gladly embrace, 
nay, ſtudiouſly make, and contrive 
opportunities of promoting their 
eternal welfare. With this 'diſpoſi- 
tion he will overlook all difhculties, 
and diſcouragements, and do his beſt 
to reform by his godly converſation, 
and wholſome advice, even thoſe 
who may inſult or deride him for his 
pains. He will not be afraid of af- 
fronting, or being affronted by the 
man, whoſe recovery he defires much 
more than his thanks ; and although 
his patient be neither ſenſible of his 
kindneſs, nor of his own danger, 
he will not fail even to force the 
ſpiritaal 
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ſpiritual remedy upon him, however 
nauſeous it may ſeem to the receiver, 
or with what trouble ſoever to the 
giver, the adminiſtration of it may 
be attended. To do this with all 
circumſtances and particularities of 
attention, is indeed the more eſpecial 
office of private and perſonal friend- 
ſhip; which is a mode of edification, 
though manifeſtly comprized in, yet 
not immediately intended by, the 
apoſtolical precept before us. How- 
_ ever, as well with regard to this, as 
that which conſiſts in the prudence, 
the decency, the ſeriouſneſs, and the 
piety of our public and general con- 
verſation, (the communication to 
which the text directly refers) we 
cannot but obſerve, that a good man's 
diſcourſe will naturally be to the pur- 
poſe and uſe of edifying. For out nl 
«of the abundance of the heart the W 
< mouth ſpeaketh.” Whatever a 
To 1 0 2 man's 
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man's mind is full of, will be apt to 
overflow, as it were, in his language, 
almoſt without his thought: and 
when the law of God is in the heart 
of the righteous, and poſſeſſes it en- 
tire, his mouth alſo will be exer- 
« ciſed in wiſdom, and his tongue 
« will be talking of judgment.” 
Now a man of this turn will, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, conſort with thoſe. 
like himſelf, rejoicing in their com- 
pany, edifying, and being edified by 
them, while all together will be like 
the good men, whoſe manner the 
prophet Malachi thus deſcribes, (after 
having firſt given us the ſtout. words 
of the wicked, as he expreſſes it) 
« Then they that feared the an 
_ «© ſpake often to one another, and 
« the: Lord hearkened and heard it, 
 4« and a book of remembrance was 
«« written before him for them that 
* d the Lord, and thought upon 


« his 
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« his name.” ' In which remarkable 


_ paſſage. we have not only this godly 
cuſtom of the righteous repreſented, 


but alſo the Almighty's particular 
attention to it, ſo as to command his 
holy angels to take notes of their 
converſations, and regiſter their names 


by the glorious, and OR 
m_— of thoſe that . the Lord. 


But ilthough the good n man will 
not * keep company,” as an aſſociate, 
« with any brother who is a fornica- 
© tor, or covetous, or an idolater, or 
<* a railer, or a drunkard, or an ex- 
« tortioner,” in obedience to the ad- 
monition of our apoftle ; though he 


will naturally chuſe the company of 


men like bimſelf, that he may with 
the more freedom and pleaſure enjoy 
fuch converfation, as is agreeable to 


him, yet will he not decline the ſo- 


a of the moſt abandoned ſinners 
— 9 3 from 
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from any mean principle of cowar- 
dice, or falſe ſhame; or if, by this 
occaſional fellowſhip, he hath the 
moſt diſtant proſpe&t of anſwering 
any purpoſe of edification. He who 
goes out of the world of the wicked, 
will do no good in it. Indeed the 
injunction in the text, as well as 
| what hath already been obſerved from 
it, neceſſarily ſuppoſes promiſcuous 
communication ; and accordingly, 
though in ſome caſes, and for 'pru- 
dential reaſons a man may keep his 
© mouth, as it were, with a bridle, 
« while the ungodly is in his fight, 
„ though he will keep filence, yea 
«« even from good words, yet this 
will rarely happen.---In general ſuch 
conſtraint will be pain and grief 
« to him; his heart will be hot 
« within him,” till at length the fire 
of religion will be kindled in it, and 
the flames of zeal, and charity, burſt 

out 
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out in generous vindications of God's 
honour, and affectionate reproofs of 
mens wickedneſs. And he will 
enjoy the comfortable reward of this 
boldneſs in that ſelf-approving con- 
ſciouſneſs, which will enable him to 
appeal to Almighty God in the words 
of holy David, I have declared thy 
“ righteouſneſs in the great congre- 
« pation : lo, I will not refrain my 
« lips, O Lord, and that thou know- 
« eft. I have not hid thy righteouſ- 
« neſs within my heart : my talk 
„ hath been of thy truth, and of thy 


6e ſalvation.“ 


And indeed (to tis: this argu- 
ment) it is our bounden duty in all 
companies whatſoever to ſhew, what 
manner of perſons we are, by the 
tenor of our converſation. Let thoſe 
then, who are well-wiſhers to reli- 
gion, openly declare on its fide, en- 
os couraging 


_ 
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couraging the friends thereof, and 


confounding its enemies, by ſhewing 
that the number of the good and 
virtuous is not altogether ſo inconſi- 
derable as people imagine. The 
ſilence of well-meaning men in a 
great meaſure gives up the cauſe 


not explicitly proteſting, as I may 
ſay, againſt vice and immorality, they 
indirectly and conſequentially ſup- 
port it. For this filence will be in- 
terpreted by ſinners of all degrees in 
their own favour, and conſidered as 
at leaſt a partial approbation of their 
proceedings. Nay they will be ready 
even to deduct theſe tender - mouthed 
Chriſtians (if I may take the liberty 


to call them ſo) from the ſmall 
number of their opponents, and to 
reckon them among their friends. 
Indeed, if men ſincerely believe, and 
W revect. upon the important 
truths 


which they ought to maintain. By 


LE 
- +47 


DTS. 


avercome all little worldly prejudices 


will deſpiſe the imputation of ſingu- 


latity, or hypocriſy, or the ſhame of 


being out of that faſhion, of which 


every good man ought to be aſhamed. 


They will take the advice of the 
wiſe ſon of Sirach, and learn to diſ- 


tinguiſn between the ſhame which 
« bringeth fin, and the ſhame which 
is glory and grace.” They will not 


refrain to ſpeak, when their is occa- 


ſion to do good, and will not hide 


their wiſdom in her beauty: 


That is, they will convince the world 
that virtue is not beloved only becauſe. 


it is not known, nor its. graces ſuffi- 


ciently diſcovered ; -that religion is 
the moſt noble ſubject for eloquence, 
and is capable of diſplaying, as well 
as employing the fineſt parts ;---that 


there is nothing at all unpolite in it, 


that 
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truths of the goſpel, they will eaſily 


againſt religious converſation, They 
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that it ſhould be confined to pulpits, 


churches, and cloſets, but that it may 


ſafely go abroad into the world, even 
into courts and palaces, without any 
fear of diſcredit, juſtifying the holy 
pſalmiſt's pious reſolution; “ I will 
« ſpeak of thy teſtimonies even be- 
e fore kings, and will not be aſham- 
% ed.”---We have in truth an inex- 
hauſtible fund, not barely of inſtruc- 
tive, but elegant, not only of edify- 


ing, but entertaining diſcourſe, in the 


wonderful works of creation, in the 
extraordinary and daily diſpenſations 
of providence; and indeed in the 
ordinary occurrences of human life. 


We may ſpeak of the glory of God's 


kingdom without preciſeneſs, and 
talk of his power without formality, 
and ſo poſſibly become winners of 
ſouls even in our ſocial capacities. 
By this ſort of communication we 
ſhall miniſter grace unto our hearers, 

without 


* 2 
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without ſeeming to deſign it, and at 
once give happy proof of our under- 
ſtanding, and our piety, our polite- 
neſs, and our diſcretion. There is 
indeed nothing in religion but what 
is lovely, amiable, and of good re- 
port; it being the diſtinction and 
ornament of human nature, though 
it is ſometimes expoſed, it muſt be 
confeſſed, to the ſcoffs of libertines 
and infidels, by the imprudence of its 
profeſſors. And as this ill manage- 
ment of the beſt cauſe in the world 
often does it a prejudice, and gives a 
pretence to the profane to flight and 
diſregard it; it may not be amiſs to 
lay down a caution or two, directing 
to the manner of conducting our 
religious converſation, that it may 


be 1 A bee and to the uſe of e 


The firſt ht I ſhall mention, and 
what the laſt conſiderations more im- 
mediately 


220 8 E R M O N I. 


mediately ſuggeſt, is, that we ſhould 
carefully avoid all appearance of 
moroſeneſs, ſtiffneſs, and needleſs 
auſterity, and even ſtudy. to deliver 
our ſentiments not with haughtineſs, 
but modeſty; not with dogmatical- 
neſs, but deference ; not with magiſ- 
terialneſs, but affability. It is the 
firſt character of a good companion, 
in every ſenſe of the expreſſion, to 
converſe with freedom and eaſe ; nor 
will he be like to make proſelytes to 
virtue among them of his acquain- 
tance, his friends, or his neighbours, 
who ſeems to be above them, or out 
of humour with them. If conver- 
ſion be our aim, a decent cheerful- 
neſs will do much more towards it, 
than a ſupercilious gravity. We 
ſhould not be too ſcrupulous about 
trifles, leſt we appear rather peeviſh, 
and quarrelſome, than religious and 
Charitable: and in ſhort, if we have 

a mind 
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a mind to make other men like our- 
ſelves, we muſt appear as like other 


men, as innocence and virtue will 
Permit. | ” 


-1 Secondly, ſeaſonable opportunities 
muſt be picked out to introduce con- 
verſation of a religious turn. Proper 
regard muſt -be paid to time, place, 
and perſons. For religious diſcourſe 
may be ill timed, miſplaced, and 
miſapplied as well as any thing elſe. 
And the misfortune is, a failure of 
diſcretion, in any of theſe reſpects, 
will not only fruſtrate our preſent 
intention, but often diſappoint a ſe- 
cond attempt. Becauſe a prejudice 
is immediately taken againſt the per- 
ſon ſo failing, and whatever he ſays 
afterwards, let it be never ſo good, 
or proper, will ſerve only to remind 
us of his former treſpaſs againſt peed 
Manns, or good ns” 
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It would be highly abſurd to begin 
preaching at a feaſt, or any time of 
diverſion, or entertainment. For, 
not to obſerve that the perſons, then 
applied to, are not in the proper diſ- 
poſition to receive benefit from reli- 
gious applications, they will argue 
that, as ſuch relaxations of nature 
are plainly allowed, and religious con- 
verſation is unſuitable to them, the 
man who joins them together, muſt 
have a very weak head, or a melan- 
choly mind, and ſo will conſider him 
as very ill qualified to be a cenſor or 
inſtructor.---So far indeed muſt be 
obſerved that innocent converſation, 
at leaſt, is always a duty. Here the 
negative part of the text takes place. 
« Let no corrupt communication 
« proceed out of your mouth.” And, 
it is no leſs a duty in a religious man, 
as he muſt be offended at ſuch diſ- 
courle, to ſhew his diſlike of it, and 

reprove 
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reprove it at times of mirth, as well 
as any other: and he will not juſtly 
forfeit the character either of polite 
or prudent for taking ſuch com- 
mendable Iderties. 


„Aker all, diſcourſe, of a religious 
and moral tendency, is far from being 
wholly inconſiſtent with the freedom 
of recreation, and the ſprightlineſs of 
feſtivity. A man of addreſs will 
often find opportunity of “ prefer- 
“ring Jeruſalem, even in his mirth.“ 
Many vices of the preſent age may be 
termed follies in a temporal ſenſe; 
nor would wit and ridicule be at a 
Toſs for ſubjects, though men were 
regarded only in the light of animal 
beings. Accordingly religious pur- 
poſes may really, though indirectly 
be ſerved by convenient jeſtings; 
and raillery as well as remonſtrance 
be IP to the © uſe of edifying. 

Our 
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Our apoſtle may reaſonably be ſap- 
poſed to have had ſach converſation 
in view, when he dire&s us to let 
our * ſpeech be always with gtace, 
e ſeaſoned with falt:' And with re- 
gard to the effects that may be pro- 
duced by a jocular, but. judicious 
hint, or a facetious, but well-adapt=- 


ed reproof, in the hour of ſocial joy | 


and gladneſs, we may pertinently aſk 
the queſtion put by the wiſc man,. 


« A word ſpoken in due ſeaſon, 
% how good is it?” In ſhort vice 
may in many inſtances be made a 


thing laughable, as well as virtue; 
and to make fome amends for the 
general _ abuſe. of the excellent 
talent of ſpeech, it is neceſſary ſorne- 
times, that the ſame wit and humour 
ſhould be employed towards the re- 


formation of the wicked, which is 
too often miſerably pate in 


corrupting the virtuous. -- 


The 
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The third and laſt caution, I ſhall 


mention, relates to the manner or 
_ ny our: gin . 841111 


—_ dat ond FER as ike. our 


common: converſation, as the nature 


of the ſubje& will allow. Whatever 


is introduced in familiar diſcourſe, | 


ſhould be expreſſed in familiar lan- 


guage. But the ſcripture phraſe and 


diction is not ſuch, and therefore 
ſhould be rather avoided than ſtudi- 
ouſly made uſe of. For, though the 
doctrines contained therein, may and 


_ ought to enter into our ordinary talk, 
yet is there no occaſion to tranſplant 
into it the particular forms of ex- 


preſſion wherein they Are. delivered. 
This would be very uncouth, and 
unnatural ; texts of ſcripture being 


but ill- ſuited to common modes of 


ſpeech, and ſo making a motley figure 
in converſation: beſides to quote the 
Vo I. II. P 


226 SERMON, IX. 


holy oracles of God in.the very form 
delivered by the inſpired writers is 
little better than a prof: 


| anation, or, 
at leaſt an indecent uſe of them. 
And, another reaſon ſtill againſt this 
practice, is the ſuſpicion of hypocriſy, 
to which it. is liable, and that not 
without ground from the affected 
purity of the mock ſaints of the laſt 
centuty (though the preſent. is not 
baccen of ſimilar inſtances) who were 
as notorious. for having the word of 
God in their. mouths, as for wa 
the influence of it in their 3 
and daily violating the plaineſt dic- 


this fort of pedantry in religion, or 


cant (as it was called in reference to 
the tone. of voice wherewith theſe 
people uttered their ſentences of 
| ſcripture) became the almoſt un 
queſtioned mark and brand of a 
knave. There is very ſtrong reaſon 

er 2 
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Grete to avoid a cuſtom, in itſelf 
ridiculous, if not irreverent, and 
alſo made ſo odious by example. 


„Mü 0 now 1 ſhall beg leave: to make 
two ſhort inferences from what has 
os Kid, and 10 conclude. 


The firſt is, * if ſuch commu- 
nication, as may miniſter grace unto 
' the hearers, is a duty incumbent upon 
every Chtiſtian, then muſt it ſtill 
more ſtrongly oblige thoſe perſons, 
whoſe ſtations, characters, and pro- 
feſſions give a particular weight, and 
authority to their diſcourſes; making 
their good, or bad influence, more 
extenſive, more edifying, or more 
deſtructive. In this light ſtand all, 
whom either nature, or their own 
choice, hath placed in a ſtate of ſu- 
periority and direction over others. 
I wi relation are parents to their 
FREAK? T 2 children, 


children, houſe-holders to their ſer- 


— . ˖‚— HA, 4c 
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vants, maſters to their ſcholars, go- 


vernors and magiſtrates to their ſub- 
jets, and miniſters of God's word 


to all - thoſe over whom the Holy 
Ghoſt hath appointed them overſeers. 
It would be well if all theſe, and 


eſpecially the laſt, would ſeriouſly 
reflect what an influence their con- 


verſation muſt have, one way or 


another, and the heavy guilt that 
will lie upon them, if it — ever 


a ets: the TY _ 


«Hotty if it will not be Laſtei- 


to attend to the negative clauſe of the 
text, and to take care that our diſ- 


courſe be innocent, and as : clear, as 


frequent in the general and daily 
courſe of converſation (to which 


purpoſe we cannot too earneſtly im- 


| Plore the almighty a « ſet a watch 
1 e before 


8 : 


** oo 
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< before our mouths, and to keep 
« the. doors of our lips;”) but we 
are likewiſe required by the poſitive 
branch of the apoſtle's precept to let 
« ſuch communication proceed out 
«of our mouth, as is uſeful, in- 
ſtructive, and edifying, as well as 
harmleſs, incorrupt, or amuſing ; 
how readily ſhould we embrace all 
occaſions of introducing, ſeconding, 
and diſcuſſing ſubjects of a moral 
caſt, and religious tendency? If we 
duly conſider the beauty of religion 
itſelf, and our own intereſt in con- 
forming to its rules, we ſhall not 
ſurely be ready and eloquent upon 
any ſubject that relates to this world, 
and yet cold, and indifferent, when 
religious topics are ſtarted. .. We 
ſhould employ our faculties in the 
ſervice of God, and eſteem it the 
greateſt. wiſdom to “ have under- 
V6 266] P. * „ ſtand- 
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« ſtanding in the . of nnn 
« and virtue. 


And, laſtly, let us . | that, 
if it be our duty to converſe like 
good men, it muſt be no leſs ſo to 
think and live like them. For the 
effect implies the cauſe; and religious 
communication is the natural effect 
of religious thoughts and actions: 
ſo that it would be a contradiction, 
and a mere farce, both with regard 
to ourſelves, and others, to talk like 
Chriſtians, and live like reprobates. 
---Let us, therefore, faithfully look 
into our hearts, and do our utmoſt, 
with the divine aſſiſtance, to purify 
and cleanſe thoſe ſources of all our 
words, as well as works. 


And, may God give us all grace 
conſcientiouſly to .confider, and im- 
print on our minds, what a weight 

and 
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and compaſs of duty is contained in 
that other paſſage of the apoſtle of 
ſo near affinity to my text.---* Let 
ce your converſation be as becometh 
et the goſpel of Chriſt.” And like- 
wiſe, in that of St. Peter.---<* As 
He which hath called you is holy, 
* fo be ye holy in all manner of 
« converſation.” 
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On religious reſolution. 


PS AL. CXIX. 106. 


I have ſworn, and am ſiedfaſily | Pur = 
poſed to keep thy righteous Judgments. 


HESE words ſtrongly expreſs 
that ſettled diſpoſition of mind, 
3 was natural to the author of 
them ; and which every one ſhould 
endeavour to confirm in himſelf, that 
would be like him; that is, virtuous 
and holy. Our practice cannot be 
Rs > {ſincere 


+ 40 
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ſincere or uniform, till our hearts be 
thus piouſly fixed; which they will 
never be by looſe ſentiments, chance 
convictions, or tranſient reſolutions. 
We muſt work ourſelves into a ſeri- 
ous purpoſe, a godly determination 
to aſſert and maintain the dominion 
of our reaſon over our affeftions ; the 
effect of which will be the actual and 
conſtant obſervance of the laws of 
God, without any wilful or groſs de- 
viation from them. Whatever falls 
ſhort of this, can never be anſwer- 
able to the notion of a religious life. 
All ſhort of this is only to confeſs 
that we ought to be, or to wiſh that 
we were, what we are not. And 
What is this but trifling with God, 
and deceiving ourſelves? He is the 
true Chriſtian, who hath mclined his 
' beart to keep God's flatutes ahoays, even 
wnto the end; and can fay juſtly, in 
* words of the text, I have ſworn, 
Do 
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and am fledfafily purpoſed to keep thy 
righteous judgments. --= From which 


| en 1 ſhall take occaſion, 


F irt, briefly to conſider the nature 
and — of godly reſolution. | 


— J ſhall point out ſous 


of the chief cauſes or pretences of ir- 


reſolution ; at the ſame time obſerv- 


ing how inſufficient they are to 7 


tify it. 


Thirdly, I ſhall lay down a few 


general directions for our proceeding 


in OOO of a godly nee. 


F irſt, I am briefly to confider the 
nature and nne of * reſolu- 


tion. * 


Now by reſolution in general we 
| underſtand. a ſettled. diſpoſition and 
; habit 
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habit of aig * will 3 a 
conſtant and regular courſe of action, 
in conformity to thoſe principles and 
motives which firſt engaged us in 
ſuch, or ſuch a mode of proceedings. 
We do not call that man a man of 
reſolution, who deſigns ever ſo well 
or ſo warmly, but him only who acts 
as he reſolves; who carries himſelf 
with an uniform ſpirit of ſteadineſs 
through the general courſe of his life, 
and particularly exerts the ſame on 
thoſe occaſions which . it. 


It BEA, * very ſtrange then, if 
3 did not call upon us for that 
firm temper of mind, and conſiſtency 
of practice, the want of which is a 
great inconvenience and diſgrace to 
us in the conduct of our worldly con- 
cerns. Indeed it does ſo ſtrongly 
call upon us for it, that what is ex- 
pedient and prudent in the one caſe, 


1s 
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is abſolutely neceſſary as well as er- 
pedient in the other: and that it 
muſt be ſo, will plainly appear from 
the firſt reflection upon the objects 
of religious reſolution, and the mo- 
tives engaging us thereto. The ob- 
jects in general of this kind of reſo- 
lution are, the government of our 
paſſions, our. performance of duties 
very diſtaſteful to our depraved na- 
ture, and our abſtinence from gra- 
tifications much too agreeable to 
Now this is a taſk attended with 
ſo many, and ſuch continual difficul- 
ties, that to go through with it, will 
evidently require a much greater ſhare 
of conſtancy and reſolution than 
needs be beſtowed upon any wordly 
thing whatſoever. --- And if we con- 
oder, in the next place, the motives 
engaging us to this reſolution, we 
ſhall find that we cannot drop, or 
decline it, as we may in temporal 
matters. 
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matters. With regard 16 theſsy w 
may often think it more eligible to 
_ ſubmit to ſome ſhame, or to ſuſtain 

ſome loſs, than to be at the trouble 


of preventing either. But the con- 
ſequences of acting reſolutely or 
otherwiſe in our ſpiritual affairs, are 


of ſuch importance as 
compariſon ; and to 


as will bear no 
neglect them, 


oven an eopount' of the yet "ME- 


ficulties imaginable, is not indolence, 
bat infatuation ; not folly, but mad- 
_ neſs, -- It muſt therefore amare us 
to obſerve ſo many inſtances of reſo- 
lution formed with an eye to world- 


ly gain, or preſent applauſe ; ſo many 


difficulties undertaken, fo many dan- 
gets encountered, for the fake of a 
tranſient, and perhaps an ideal good; 


while in the buſineſs of religion, 
which ſets eternal happineſs before 


our hopes, and eternal miſery before 


our fears, we are, in a manner, cold, 
£ | inactive, 


as an fronds ts th | = E437 
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— inſenſible. Men profeſs to be- 
lieve the things of religion, and to al- . 


lo the neceſſity of acting accordingly 642 ee 
and yet moſt prepoſterouſly, and in* ebe A 


deſpite of their own convictions, aps 244 *** nM 


ply that vigilance and induſtry, that” © 
eonſtancy and zeal, which are ſo 
highly requiſite to the work of fals 
vation, to things which, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, are of inſignificant 
wy" and momentary continuance.” 
What are the chief bm 6 this 
Rant abſurdity of practice, I propoſed 
to enquire under my ſecond head 
and am now to point out, according- 
ly, ſome of the principal cauſes or 
pretences of irrefolution ; obſerving 
at the ſame time how inſufficient — 
are to jaſtify i. it. | 


F 


The firſt, nd indeed, in a gene- 
ral view, the entire cauſe of the 
mp a N wand 


* 
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want of reſolution in religion, is the 
corruption of our nature. This is 
moſt plain and obvious, as being felt 
experimentally, in a greater or leſs 
degree, by every man, --- There is 
no perſon (thoſe at leaſt excepted 

who are utterly abandoned, and ſtu- 
pified by ſinful habits) who does not 
perceive in his underſtanding a con- 
ſciouſneſs of a certain rule of virtue, 
or morality, together with a convic- 
tion that his actions ought to be con- 
formable to this rule; and at the 
ſame time feel in himſelf a ſtrong 
bias of inclination towards ſuch ac- 
tions as are manifeſt tranſgreſſions of 
it. And he cannot reconcile theſe 
contradictions i in his own mind with- 
out inferring from them, that our 
preſent ſtate was not our original 
conſtitution ; but that as long as that 
continued in it's perfection, duty and 
93 looked the ſame way, and 
nature 
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nature itfelf not only directed, but 


led to the practice of virtue. Now 


it ſeems reaſonable that this ſenſe of 
man's original ſtate ſhould excite in 


us a laudable ambition to recover it 


ag much as may be, and induce us 


to take pains to be virtuous. The 
fact is,--our carnal appetites, we muſt 


be ſenſible, were not deſigned to be 


the governing part of our nature. 


Reaſon therefore being not ſo blind 


but it diſcovers their uſurpation, and 
it's own proper ſuperiority, is diſpoſed 
to ſhake off the yoke. But our en- 
deavours for this purpoſe are gene- 
rally precluded by a pretended per- 
faafion that they would be ineffec- 

tual. Such a perſuaſion muſt, I fay, 
| be. pretended, becauſe impoſſible; 

_ unleſs. it be the effect of a ſincere 


trial, and long and certain experi- 
ence ; and that ſuch a perſuaſion can- 


not be the conſequence-of ſuch expe- 


ww 


Var. II. CZ riment, [ 
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riment, is abundantly evident. For, 
I believe, it may ſafely be affirmed, 
that no man ever ſet about the great 
work of ſubduing his paſſions ear- 
neftly, and directed his life according 
to the principles of reaſon ſincerely, 
and perſiſted in ſuch a conduct reſo- 
lutely, without perceiving a conſi- 
derable alteration in himſelf for the 
better. And that ſome men have 
made great progreſs in morality, and 
attained to very high degrees of ſelf- 
government by dint of diſcipline and 
reſolution, a few illuſtrious examples 
even in the heathen world ſufficiently 
convince us. Theſe inſtances are 
enough to prove the poſſibility of 
correcting the depravity of nature; 
and they reflect at the ſame time 
great ſcandal and ſhame upon Chriſ- 
tians, who wilfully continue ſlaves to 
it, though they enjoy much ſtronger 
motives and encouragements to un- 
dertake : 
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dertake a reformation ; namely, the 
aſſurance of divine grace to raiſe theit 
weak but hearty endeayours, to that 
degree of goodneſs, which, through 


their Saviour's merits, will be im- 
puted to them for perfection; and 
their title, by virtue of the ſame 


merits, to a bleſſed im mortality. 


The man who enjoys the light of re- 


velation cannot, with any ſhew of 
reaſon, urge the corruption of his 
nature as a juſtification of his enor- 


mity. Such a pretence, when ſuch 


means and ſuch motives are offered, 
only argues his want of the firſt prin- 
ciple of amendment, viz. a ſincere 
deſire of it. --- The plain truth is, 


when we lay ſo much ſtreſs upon that 


favourite plea, the weakneſs, or the 


depravity of nature, we ſhew that we 


are fond of the notion of it's being 


unconquerable, becauſe we do not 
chuſe the trouble of a conqueſt, We 
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love our vices too well to part with 
them; and while the diſeaſe is thus 
pleaſing, it is no wonder that we 
ate nee about the remedy. Z 

But the frrefoſute man may pre- 
tend, and perhaps deceive himſelf 
with the imagination, that he has a 
true abhorretice of fiti, becauſe he 
deteſts it in ſpeculation ; and that all is 
right weithin him, but that the world 

ir bout throws inſurmountable obſta- 
cles in the way of his reformation. 
The itnputation of ſingularity is 'one 
of the principal of theſe: he does 
not know how to ſtand againſt that 
_ contempt and ridicule which he fap- 
poſes be ſhall draw upon himſelf by 
acting in a manner unlike that of the 
generality of mankind. =-- Now it is 
a ſtrong argument of the perverfeneſs 
of human judgtnent, that fingularity 
ſhould be ales a reprozch to the 
I of a religious man, though, 
in 
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in ſo many inſtances, it is a ground 


of oſtentation. Strange inconſiſten- 


ey! Men will be remarkably vicious, 
rather than eminently good; they 
Will diſtinguiſh themſelves by acting 

againſt the firſt principles of reaſon 


itſelf, but cannot bear the idea of 


rendering themſelves particular by 
proceeding agreeably to them. It 


| ſrems they expect to be admired in 
the firſt caſe, and ridiculed in the 
latter. What juſt grounds they have 


for their hopes, I ſhall not at preſent 
examine; but their fears appear to 
want foundation. For after all, is it 


a real tat, that the contempt of the | 


world is the ſure attendant of religi- 
ous ſingularity ? Is not the contrary 


rather true? Is not a man of good 


character generally eſteemed and ca- 
refled ? And what conſtitutes a good 


character, but ſuch a ſhare of uſeful f 
. amiable qualities as ſerve for 
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marks of diftiaaide and ſhew us 
who is the fitteſt to be converſed 
with, and the ſafeſt to be truſted? 
Now a thorough ſenſe and exemplary 
practice of religion is, in truth, the 
finiſhing, the crowning part of this 
character; becauſe it gives the ſtrong- 
eſt ſecurity for a man's continuing 
uniform in his conduct, as being di- 
rected not by natural temper or ca- 
price, but by a rule which can never 

ſuffer it to vary. And what is there 
reproachable in all this? Indeed it is 
not religion itſelf, but the many falſe 
modes of it, or the ſuſpected affecta- 
tion of it, which the world is ſo apt 

to laugh at. 5 


But here the irreſolute Cheiſtian 
will urge further perhaps, that it is 
not the unkind opinion, or, ill treat- 
ment of the world in general, which 

* is * of he will tell 


you, 
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you, the world he ſtands in awe of 
comes nearer to him, and is confined 


within the narrow circle of his friends 


and acquaintance.---To this it is ob- 
vious to reply, -- that ſuch familiari- 
ties as are like to counteract his 
good purpoſes are not worth main- 


taining; nay, that it is highly dan- 


gerous to continue them; and that 
he cannot give a better proof of his 


reſolution, than by the avoiding of 


ſuch company as, in all probability, 

will have an unhappy influence upon 
his conduct. In ſhort, this is the 
firſt ſtep which a prudent man would 


think of taking. He would from 
choice, and for ſafety's fake, throw 
himſelf into other hands, and become 


4 companion of thoſe that fear God. 


But, it will be ſaid, it is not al- 
ways in a man's power to break off 
all commerce and converſation with 
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his old acquaintances, though he bath 
circumſtances and connections of life 
frequently forbid ſuch a liberty of 
acting. And what is to be done in 
this caſe ?--- The ſnort anſwer is; 
perſiſt as you have began; be reſo- 
late: --« for it is not ſo much your 
deſign which your companions rally, 
as your fuppoted weakneſs and ina- 
bility to go through with it. They 
| ſtill look upon you as one of their 
own party, as one too ftrongly at- 
tached to it to leave it; and there- 
fore cannot but laugh when you talk 

of deſerting them. A man is no 
longer ſubject to ridicule upon theſe 
occaſions, than he himſelf appears 
only half ſerious. His ſteady and 
prudent conduct will ſoon put an end 
to this common: place raillery; and 
even thoſe ſhall ſilently approve a 
virti ous determination, who are leaſt 
HG likely 
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— to amitate it. Nay, it is poſ- 
-fible, the moſt diſſolute may be mov- 
ed by ſuch examples of reſolution z 
and a man, by conſtantly perfifting 
in the work of his own reformation, 
and ſo proving by an affecting in- 
ſtance that religion is a thing prac- 


ticable, may draw over after him 


proſelytes to virtue out of thoſe very 
perſons who were heretofore his aſ- 
fociates in iniquity.- -The moſt diſ- 
tant proſpect of ſo happy an event is 
in itſelf a conſiderable incitement to 


a holy reſolution; and a man of a 


mind naturally generous, and perhaps 
particularly warmed by ſentiments of 
friendſhip, will take unſpeakable 
complacency in looking beyond his 


own immediate prefervation to that 
of others, connected with him by 


acquaintance, or endearod to him * 
. 
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And thus having ſhewn the nature 
Wer neceſſity of godly reſolution, and 
the weakneſs of thoſe excuſes which 
are uſually made for the want of it; 
I proceed, in the third and laſt place, 
to lay down a few general directions 
for our proceeding in conſequence of 
the ſame. | 


250 


Now, whoever is ſtedfaſtly pur- 
poſed to keep God's righteous judg- 
ments, will, in the firſt place, do well 
to conſider in what inſtances he has 
hitherto notoriouſly tranſgreſſed them, 
and is in danger of tranſgreſſing them 
hereafter. Indeed he cannot avoid 
doing ſo, if he is ſerious and ſincere 
in this buſineſs; and the conſequence 
muſt be, that he will level his reſo- 
lution accordingly. One neceſſary | 
proof of ſincerity in repentance, is 
the renouncing of habitual, and. fa- 
vourite vices ; and true reſolution ad- 

mits 
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mits of no reſerve or exception what- 
ſoever. 80 far from it, that it ex- 
erts it's firſt efforts againſt theſe vices. 
And indeed a contrary method would 
be prepoſterous: for to begin with 
a partial amendment reſpecting our 
light faults, with an intention to 
proceed gradually to a total reforma- 
tion, reſpecting our preſumptuous of- 
fences, is to direct our force againſt 
a leſs danger, while we are threaten- | 
ed by a greater. In truth, a ſmall 
ſhare of penetration 18 required (no 
more than a man's leaſt acquaintance 
with his own heart will help him to) 
to diſcover the ſecret ſprings of ſuch 
a conduct as this. Corrupt nature 

would part laſt with what it loves bet. 
In this ſpiritual fituation, a ſhew of 
reformation is kept up, and a kind 
of mock-fight maintained with thoſe | 
appetites which make leaſt reſiſtance 
in our conſtitution; that the mind 
5 may 


* 


may be amuſed with a falſe eaſe, and 
deluſive ſatisfaction, even while we 
are under the aſcendancy of ſome vi - 
ecious inclination. For the preven- 
tion of the fatal conſequences of ſuch 
ſelf-deceit, it will therefore be ne- 
ceſſary, in all our refolutions of 
amendment, to take the direct con 
trary method to that which our paſ- 
fiens preſcribe. It is impoflible to 
be too jealous, or too cautious of their 
interfering in a concern of this im- 
portance. We ſhould make it a point 
to preclude heir ſuggeſtions, and to 
diſappoint tbeir counſels, by reſolving 
againſt thoſe ſins rf, and moſt vigo- 
roufly, which we feel ourſelves in- 
clined to leave af. --- But although 
we are principally concerned to diſ- 
engage ourſelves from the chain of 
our habitual ſins, it is alſo requiſite 
that we turn a careful and vigilant 
eye toards our ſecret Faults 31 ach P 
uc 
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ſuch as are committed inadvertently, 
and al moſt without a conſciouſneſs of 
their being fanlts.--Of this nature are 
the exceſſes ſo frequent in our daily 
eonverſation; and eſpecially in our 
reereations. Upon theſe occaſions, 
it is too much the faſhion of the 
world to go beyond the bounds of de- 
cency and temperance, as by a general 
 Heence; and under a notion, that 
though ſuch indulgencies will not 
bear a rigorous examination, yet are 
they rather foibles than faults; rather 
weakneſſes than vices. This notion, 
hewevet, was never borrowed from 
Chriſtianity. We may take liberties 

by mutual conſent, but that confent 
is by no means a goſpel diſpenſation. 
Every action which implies excels is, 
no doubt, a ſin to a certain degree; 
and an habitual courſe of ſuch actions 
is very ſinful in itſelf, and too pro- 
bably will lead to ſin in it's effects. 

— or 


w 
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For the cuſtom of indulging ourſelves 
in theſe irregularities will not only 
betray us into many preſent extrava- 
nancies, miſbecoming the character of 
a wiſe or virtuous man, but leave us 
likewiſe open to the aſſaults of all 
kinds of temptations. We are un- 
doubtedly ſafeſt in a ſtate of diſci- 
pline, but ſhould at leaſt take care to 
be always in a ſtate of circumſpec- 
tion. In ſhort, what we are pleaſed 
to call infirmities may be the parents, 
as I may ſay, of fins confeſſedly pre- 
ſumptuous; and therefore a man of 
true reſolution will be upon his guard 
in his leiſure hours, and eſpecially at 
ſuch ſeaſons of familiar and ſocial in- 
tercourſe, when all thought and re- 
flection is too generally ſuppoſed to 

be luperieged. 
| The laſt direction I ſhall offer to- 
wards the attainment, as well as the 
1 f pro- 
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proſecution of pious reſolutions, and 
without attending to which all our 
ſtrongeſt efforts muſt prove ineffec- 
tual, is, that we look upon it as an 
indiſpenſible part of our duty to be 
ſincere and conſtant in our addreſſes 
to God for the aſſiſtance of his grace 
for theſe good purpoſes.— The goſpel 
covenant promiſes this ſo much- 
wanted ſuccour, and it's moſt reaſon- 


able conditions are---Aſe and ye ſhall 


have ; ſeek, and ye ſhall find. Prayer 
therefore is the means by which we 
are to obtain the bleſſed influence of 
God's holy Spirit ; nor ſhall we have 
any more wiſdom than piety in us, 
if we neglect to make the beſt uſe of 
ſo ready an inſtrument. ---And when 
the divine grace, effectually implored, 
once happily co-operates with. our own 


| hearty endeavours, our duty will be- 
come pleaſant to us; and we ſhall 


run 


— 4 = 2 . — — . i 5 2 hes —_— ——  —— — —— — 
— 5 4 ENG : 0 par — . —... PPP — — — - R * * 1 
— — — — * r — 2 232 —— = . —— Et - — — 8 # 8 1 4 N — 4 1 - = 
— ͤc—u—ꝛ2—. Z—ꝛ— —ꝛ— — —— EE 2 zi - —̃ — . 
— 3 = 5 \ 8 = K 2 8 8 
3 2 


F N gene fot, Hans 
E 9 3 23 


” 8 
N 7 — K - — — — — 8 
- — — — — — —— = - ” — — — === ** — — mos > r "7 - - RoW — 2 
2 2 — 2 — - - —. — 2 — a — < — — — — N - PAD - fy 4 * — 
— 2 — — 2 > 2222 = 2 x E 
— non ue any 16 an — ore bon i in A i, IS 3 AD IFIT. at . b- 2 — . ” == : ; | 
4 5 U mn — 8 5 


FF 


wo * „563. 1 * 
. 8 . f 
8 n t 22 ” ä — ry * — 2 . 2-2. „ * . 
8 E ie \ . l 3 * © DI. 2 "IE . IXCRE F 1 S SIIACE . WF Yeu" bo RE 
. 1 8 * * —— FR 1 gre De tos 2 WT, - - 2 * e 9 8 _ 2 = r 3 YEE 4 7 — 
r ee eee 5 d 


AE 
v; 


486 SERMON X. 


run with chearfulneſs the race that fs 
et before us, animated by the glorious 


proſpect of the prize of our high call. 
ing in Chriſt Feſus. 


SERMON XL. 


The propagation of Chriſtianity + the 


greateſt miracle, 


Preached on Whit: Sunday. 


Jon N XIV. 12. 


Verily, verily, I. ſay unto you, * that 


beheveth on me, the works that I do 
ſhall he do alſo; and greater works 


than theſe ſhall he do; _—_— Igo to 


the Father. 


Vol. I. R the 


* 


n 


N this and the next chapter, we 
L find our Saviour encouraging, 
ſupporting, and comforting his af- 
flicted diſciples with the promiſe of 
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the Holy Ghoſt, whom he aſſures 
them he will /end to them from the 
Father. A conſolation this, of which 
they ſtood in the utmoſt need, being 
ſo ſoon to ſuſtain the loſs of their be- 
loved Maſter, and of all things for 
his fake. The words I have juſt 
read are a very conſiderable n 
of this conſolation; and I propoſe to 
obſerve, 


- Firſt, that they maſt be OE WE” VO" g 
to refer to the id WS Be deſcent of 
the. 3 che b on 
on ay * . 


: Secondly, to FRO un wan man- 
ner, or reſpect, the particular pro- 
miſe in the text was fulfilled at that 
emotable period; 8 


ag. to e how bur all 
Auges 
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ages and nations are intereſted in the 
<p in of the Hoy Ghoſt. 


Flut, that this ak of: the text 
abſt be underſtood to refer to the 


miraculous deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 
on the day of Pentecoſt, (the great 


event which the Chriſtian church at 
this holy ſeaſon commemorates) i 
moſt evident from the reaſon here 
aſſigned by our bleſſed Saviour for 
thoſe extraordinary powers which he 
foretels his diſciples they ſhould be 


endowed with; Verily, verily I fay 
unto .you, he that belieueth on me, the 
avorks that I do ſhall he do alſo; and 


greater works than-theſe ſhall he do, be- 
cauſe I go to the Father. This cir- 
cumſtance plainly directs us to con- 
ider the powers in queſtion, as con- 
ferred in conſequence of our Lord's 


aſcenſion into heaven, and exaltation 


. hand of God; and ac- 
A cordingly 
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 cordingly theſe powers were actually 
and viſibly communicated in the won- 
derful effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt on 
the apoſtles, and other believers, not 
berg . after. 


Again. The promiſe in the text 
was never in fact verified, except in 
the ſupernatural endowments beſtow- 
ed on the day of Pentecoſt. The apoſ- 
tles did greater works than their bleſ- 
ſed maſter had done, by virtue only 
of thoſe endowments. --- It is true, 
compariſons have been drawn upon a 
different foot upon this occaſion ; but 
ſurely with much more haſte than 
judgment. Some interpreters ' have. 
Cited the miracles wrought by the apoſ- 
tles, St. Peter and St. Paul, the ſhadow 
of the former of whom paſſing by cured 
diſeaſes, as from the body of the latter 
handkerchiefs or aprons were brought to 
the I” and the Hege departed from 

| them. 
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them. Theſe miracles, I ſay, have 
been produced as exceeding thoſe of 


our Saviour, and conſequently as 
making good his aſſurance in the paſ- 
ſage before us. But a little attention 
not ſo much to the nature of the 
miracles done by Chriſt and his 


apoſtles reſpectively, as to the manner 


in which they were wrought, will 
convince us that the ſuperiority 
averred is by no means proved; that 


therefore ſuch expoſitors have unhap- 
pily miſapprehended the matter, and 
obſcured, or rather evacuated the 


meaning of our Saviour's words, by 


a ſuppoſed neceſſary, but indeed de- 


fective and inadequate explication. 
Let thoſe words be underſtood to 


refer to the great event above men- 
tioned, and, as it will preſently ap- 
pear, every difficulty will vaniſh in 
an inſtant before us. 
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And, it is farther to be temarked, 
to the ſame purpoſe, that our Saviour 
had before empowered his apoſtles to 
do ſuch of his works as are alluded 
to in the text. According to St. 
Matthew's account; when he ſent them 
forth to preach the goſpel, one main 
branch of their inſtructions was, that 
they (hould heal the fcb, cleanſe the 
tepers, raiſe the dead, and caſt out de- 
offs; and St. Mark and St. Luke; as 
well as this evangeliſt; expreſsly ac 
quaints us, that he gave them power 
and aurbority over all devils, and to 
cure diſeaſes.--Nay the Seventy them- 
 felveb had a general commiſſion to 
heal the fich; and we find, by their 
own report to our Saviour, that even 
the devils wert ſubject unto them thro' 
Bit nume. All thefe commiſſions, it 
will be granted, were indeed tempo- 
rary and occaſional only; - but {till 
as the miracles, performed by the au- 
thority 
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thority canveyed by them, were pre- 


ciſely of the fame nature with that of 
thoſe wraught by our Lord in his 
own perſon, we are neceſſarily led ta 


infer, "I. ip aſſuring his apoſtles 


they ſhould do greater works than he 
had done, be refers to works of a 


different kind, and of a tendency 
much more noble and important; or, 
in other words, to the works which 
they ſhould be enabled to do, when 
they ſhould be endued with * from 
on high en the day of Pentecgſt. 


And, 1 would farther defire to ob 
| ſerve, that though the diverſities of 


giti, which St. Paul makes mention 
of, were moſt unqueſtionably com- 


munieated. tothe apoſles at that time 
by the Holy Spirit, yet the only 
power: ſpecified: by the ſacred hiſtory 


was that of their ſpeaking with other 
5 2 and * qualified thereby 
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to put in immediate and full execu- 
tion our Lord's prior commiſſion to 
them to go, and teach all | nations. 
This miraculous ability therefore, to- 
gether with the no leſs amazing ſuc- 
ceſs of their exertion of it in the pro- 
pagation of the Chriſtian faith; and, 
if poſſible, their ſtill more extraor- 
dinary privilege of conferring the 
gift of the Holy Gboſt upon ee 
barely by /aying on of their hands : - 
theſe feveral particulars, I ſay, are a 
ſure direction to us where to look for 
the moſt ample and literal completion 
of the promiſe contained in my text. 
The gifts of healing, and of working 
of miracles in general, with which, as 
was obſerved, the apoſtles had here- 
tofore been occaſionally furniſhed, 
were, no doubt, confirmed and per- 
petuated to them at the time we are 
ſpeaking of: but theſe were not the 
* gifts of the my Ghoſt, nor, for 
- > that 


that reaſon, the gifts by which they 
were capacitated to do greater works 


than their Maſter and Lord bad done 
before them. 


And, let it be once more obſerved 
under this head, that the Holy Ghoſt 
had been imparted in certain mea- 
ſures and proportions, and anſwerably 
to particular purpoſes, at different 
times, and to different perſons, long 
before the period in queſtion. In 
old time, St. Peter gives us to under- 
ſtand, holy men ſpake as they were mo- 
ved by the holy Ghoſt ; and under the 
Moſaic diſpenſation, the Spirit of God 
came on many; and afterwards, Jobn 
the Bapt , his father Zacharias, and 
others, are ſaid to have been filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt.--When our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, after his reſurrection, 
gave his apoſtles their commiſſion in 


the following words, according to 
; | 1 


ww 
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St. Job s goſpel; As my Father hath. 
nt me, even ſo ſend I au, he breathed 


an them, ſays the Evangeliſt, and ſaid 


unto them, Recerve ye the Haly Ghoſt; 
and, beyond all doubt, the ſolemnity 
of that action, and of that expreſſion, 
muſt denote. not merely an actual, 
but a conſiderable communication of 
the Spirit. But, notwithſtanding all = 
this, ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking, 
the Holy Ghoſt was not 41 given, be- 
cauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified; 
i. e. the Holy Ghoſt had not yet de- 
ſcended perſonally, as it were, and 
viſibly upon the apoſtles and firſt be- 
lievers; which he was not to do till 
after, and in conſequence, and evi- 
dence of our Lord's exaltation. It 
was on the day of Pentecaſt that the 
Holy Ghoſt was given in the fulleſt 
and trueſt manner; was ſhed forth, 
as &. Peter ſtrongly expreſſes bean 
WE paſſage of his ſermon. on the oc 

| . ; 
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cafion ; of, as he till more ſtrongly 
delivers himſelf in another, was 


poured out for the great ends and pur- 
poſes already taken notice of, In 


ſhort, it was on the day of Pentecoſt, 


that the apoſtles, according to the 
emphatically ſignificant expreſſion of 


of our Lord himſelf, and agreeably 


to the remarkable prediction of the 
Baptift, were baptized with the Holy 
Chop and with fire, It was conſe- 


quently on the day of Pentecoſt that 
our Saviour's promiſe to his apoſtles, 


that they ſhould do greater works than 
he had done, was exactly and wonder-- 
fully fulfilled. --But this will be more 
manifeſt, by conſidering, =» fo 


Secondly, and more particularly, 
in what manner, of reſpect this pro- 


miſe was accompliſhed at that me- 


morable period; or how, and why the 


works done by the apoſtles by victue 


_ of 
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of this effuſion of the Holy ' Ghoft, 
may be ſaid to be greater than thoſe 
which were done by our Lord him- 
ſelf in the days of his e ſh. DR a 


That by t the power which the 
apoſtles were to be endued with from 
on high, we are principally to under- 
ſtand the power of ſpeaking with new 
tongues, as the Spirit ſhould give them 
utterance, is ſufficiently evident, I 
_ preſume, from the preceding conſi- 
derations; and to this power the 
above-named pre-eminence is juſtly 
to be aſcribed, will, I apprehend, be 
as evident, if we conſider it in it's 
ſeveral vie ws, conſequences, and con- 
nexions. 
Co "Now! in the firſt place, the gift 
of tongues, 'or the power of ſpeaking 
all languages by inſtantaneous inſpi- 
ration, conſidered merely as a miracle, 
| recom- 
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recommends itſelf in an eſpecial 
manner to our attention and wonder, 
from it's ſtrangeneſs and novelty. It. 
was indeed the firſt of it's kind, and 
remains ſo to this day. Our Lord 
had frequently opened the mouths of the 
dumb; - but that unlearned and igno- 
rant men ſhould in a moment be able 
to ſpeak the wonderful works of God in 
foreign. tongues, who before could 
ſcarcely expreſs themſelves in their 
own with propriety -- this was a ſin- 
gular miracle, which the Great Author 
of our Faith had reſerved, at once, to do 
honour to his firſt ſervants and follow- 
ers, and (as will preſently more plainly 
appear) to teſtify, adorn, and complete 
his own triumph over the powers of 
darkneſs. -- Accordingly, we find this 
extraordinary event was received by all 
them who were competent judges of it, 
(the great multitude of foreign pro- 
ſelytes aſſembled at Feruſalem on the 
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day of | Pentecoj} on account of the 
feaſt) with every imaginable circum 
ſtance of aſtoniſhment. They were 
all amezed, and maruelied; they were 
confounded ; they were m doubt ; they 
exclaimed -- hat meaxeth this? I 
ſaid, competent judges ; becauſe ſuch 
were not the native Jews, who igno- 
rantly and radiculouſly imputed all 
this to the effects of antoxication, and 
ſuppoſed that to be jargon and non» 
ſenſe which hey did not underſtand. 


_ - Secondly, this miracle is Ggnalized 
beyond thoſe of our bleſſed Lord 
himſelf, by the particular circum- 
ſtances of time, place, and manner 
of exhibition. - With regard to the 
time of the Holy Ghoft's deſcent on 
the day , Pentecoſt, there was a won= 
derful coincidence of propriety ; and 
that in the following reſpects ; viz. 
that this was one of the great feaſts, 


ſelves before the Lord in the temple 


at Feruſalem ; fo that here was a pro- 


Gigious concourſe of witneffes to carry 
the report of this great event all over 
the world; with this further pro- 
priety, that the ſame perſons who 
| Had been ſpeRarors of the loweſt de- 
| bafement of the bleſſed Jefus at the 
Paſſover, namely, his crucifixion, be- 


carne now witneſſes of his divine 


power and exaltation.--It is alſo very 
remarkable, that this was the r 
day of the week, which was the day 
of our Lord's reſurrection likewitſe ; 
10 that to render that day truly vene- 

rable and holy, the whole {ſcheme of 
dur ſalvation was accompliſhed on it; 


as has clearly been intimated, and as 
we ſhall have occaſion more fully to 
remark again. -- We may add, what 
is no lefs remarkable, that this was 
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the ſame day on which the Lau was 
given on Mount Sinai; and we can 
not but remark a ſtriking propriety, 
that the goſpel was then publiſhed 
with equal, though leſs terrible, ſo- 
lemnity and magnificence from 
Mount Sion.-Accordingly I obſerv- 
ed, that the place and manner of this 
illuſtrious diſplay of omnipotence 
were worth our notice. The apoſtles 
were ſtrictly. charged to wait for the 
accompliſhment of their great Maſ- 
ter's promiſe to them at Feruſalem, 
the appointed ſcene of this wonderful 
diſpenſation. The, propriety of this 
appointment appears, in part, from 
what has been already ſaid upon this 

ſubject; and it will be ſufficient to 
add, that by the accompliſhment of 
the above-mentioned promiſe. in this 
city, was gloriouſly fulfilled the pre- 
diction of two prophets Our of Sion 
el go Hertz. the A.. and the word. 


of 
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tlie Lord from Feruſalem. - -- And as 
to the manner in which the power 
from on high was communicated, it 
well deſerves our attention. Every 
circumſtance was full of affecting 
ſplendor and fignificancy. The ſound 
from heaven as of a ruſhing mighty 
wind was a ſignificant emblem of the 
force, the converting and purifying 
efficacy of the Holy Ghoſt ; and re- 
minds us, that as the Spirit of God at 
firſt moved upon the face of the chaotic 
waters, for the creation of the na- 
terial world; ſo by his miraculous. 
deſcent and influx on the apoſtles, 
he now renewed the moral.--The di- 
vided tongues were a lively and apt 
repreſentation of that prompt and 
piercing eloquence, expreſſing itſelf 
diſtinctly in various languages, with 
which the apoſtles were endowed. 
Thus were they honoured with a fign 
from heaven; a kind of evidence 
Vor. II. * which 
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which the Jews had perverſely . 
ſired; and by the gift of divers 
tongues were fitted to be the happy 
inſtruments of uniting many nations 
in one religion, whom a diverſity and 
confuſion of languages had once di- 
vided and diſperſed over the face of 
the earth.--Which circumſtance ſug- 
geſts to our more particular conſide- 
ration, 


Thirdly, the immediate effects of 
this glorious and amazing tranſaction. 
Theſe we ſhall find to have been of 
a nature much ſuperior to that of 
thoſe which were produced by our 
Saviour's miracles in the courſe of his 
miniſtry.---As to the immediate ef- 
fect of the miracle of this day upon 
the apoſtles themſelves,---in an in- 
ſtant they found their underſtandings 
opened, their minds enligbtened, and 


filled with divine * and all 
: their 
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their doubts, ignorances, and preju= 
dices, diſpelled like miſts before the 
ſun; to the experimental accompliſh- 
ment of their Lord's promiſe, that 
the Holy Spirit ſhould teach them all 
things neceſſary for them to know, 
and teach others; and ſhould guide 
| them into all truth; or, as it might 
be rendered perhaps more properly, 
all the truth; i. e. ſhould rightly 
and thoroughly inſtruct them in the 
whole ſcheme of human redemption, 
| ſet in one view the œconomy of 
grace before them, and make known 
to them the myſtery of the goſpel. : In 
ſhort, they perceived, they felt all 
their faculties wonderfully ſtrength- 
enced ; and their memories in particu- 
lar, according to their Lord's pro- 
miſe alſo, quickened as it were with 

a readineſs in recollecting and apply- 
ing his doctrines, precepts, and pre- 
ditions they felt, I ſay, and ac- 
8 2 knowleged 
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knowledged all this ſudden alteration 
in themſelves with as much aſtoniſh- 
ment and tranſport, as we may ſup- 
poſe might ariſe in the firſt created 
man, upon the recent perception of 
his being and his powers; with the 
additional ſatisfaction of the moſt. 
ſenſible aſſurance that their Lord was 
the God of all might and power, as 
well as of the moſt perfect goodneſs 
and veracity.---No wonder therefore 
that they became preſently other men 
in their conduct, as well as their ap- 
prehenſions and abilities; that they 
no longer feared the face of man in 
the cauſe of God and truth, but 
pleaded on the behalf of both before 
the higher powers with that admira- 
ble preſence of mind, that noble 
boldneſs, that perſuaſive eloquence, 
that irreſiſtible authority, which they 
were ſo ſoon and ſo often called upon 
to exert.- Such were the firſt teach- 
ers 
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ers of Chriſtianity ; o divinely qua- 
lified for preaching the glorious goſpel 
of the bleſſed God, which was committed 
to their truſt. And their ſucceſs was 
anſwerable both to their zeal and 

to their qualifications. For (to remind 
you of the effects of this gracious 
diſpenſation upon others alſo) he 
fame day, as the ſacred hiſtory in- 
forms us, there were added unto them 
about three thouſand fouls. Happy | 
firft-fruits theſe, of that ſpiritual | 
harveſt which enſued in ſo great 
abundance ! For fo rapid was the 
progreſs and propagation of Chriſtia- 
nity. from this period, /o mightily 
grew the word of God, and prevailed 
againſt all the oppoſition of carnal 

prejudice and worldly averſion, as 
well as of ancient eſtabliſhments re- 
ligious and political, that within the 
compaſs of thirty years Chriſtian 
churches were planted in moſt parts 
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of the known  world.---And what 
leſs could be expected from the 
labours of men inſpired with ſuper- 
natural ability, and equal reſolution? 
The power of ſpeaking fluently all 
languages was not only the neceffary 
means of propagating divine truth, 
but in itſelf an inconteſtable evidence 
of it. A preacher thus endued was 
himſelf a greater miracle than any he 
could work beſides; and could not 
utter his doctrine without atteſting 
his commiſſion.- But if the effects 
of the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on 
the apoſtles and firſt believers be thus 
amazing in ſpeculation, let 8 


Fourthly, take a eiew of them in 
a moral or practical light, and we 
| ſhall find no leſs to our comfort than 
aſtoniſhment, that this diſpenſation 
was that grace of God which bringeth 
Jabvation. The Holy Ghoſt was given 
not 
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not barely for the purpoſe of the con- 
viction of the apoſtles and heir com- 
pony, and (as we ſhall preſently ſee 
more at large) of ſuch as ſhould 
believe afterward through their word, 
but for their converſion too; or, he 
was given, as St. Paul expreſſes him- 
ſelf, to open their eyes, and to turn 
them from darkneſs to light, and from 
the power of ſatan unto God ; to pu- 
rify their minds; to 'make them 
clean hearts ; to renew their inward 
man; to confirm and flrengthen them 
in virtue as well as faith; and, in a 
word, to redeem them from all iniquity, 
and to purify to God a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.---The apoſtles, 5 
by virtue of their invaluable privi- 
lege of communicating the Holy 
Ghoſt to others, may be ſaid, in the 
moſt ſtrict and literal ſenſe, to have 
healed the broken-hearted, purged the 
conſeiences of men from dead works, 
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and quickened them that were dead 
(twice dead, to apply the emphati- 
cal words of St Jude) in treſpaſſes and 
fins.---When our Saviour in his own 
perſon opened the corporeal eyes of the 
blind, or made the deaf to bear, and 
the dumb to ſpeak, what did he do 
comparable with this? Is not the 
cure of the body (to which alone 
the words of the text have reference) 
an operation leſs uſeful, leſs benefi- 
cial, as well as leſs wonderful, than 
the renovation of the ſoul? Is not 
the work of regeneration, the making 
of a new creature, the renewing of the 
Jſpirut of the mind, if conſidered in its 
full importance and conſequence, 
a greater work than that of reſtoring 
a dead body to animal life. Ulti- 
mately indeed, not unto the apoſtles, 
but unto their glorified maſter, is the 
praiſe and honour of all theſe things 
to be aſcribed :=--but ſtill, that they 

were 
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were his immediate inſtruments in 
the performance; that they were by 
bim enabled to Hpea his word to all 
people, not only bodily, but infallibly, 
not only earneſtly, but efficaciouſly ; 
that % his name they could ſtretch 
forth their hands to heal, and do figns 
and wonders, and wonderful works, 
even greater works than he had him- 
ſelf done wh he was with them ; 
---all this is an abundantly ſufficient 
verification of the promule . he had 
given them. 


But what enhanced beyond ex- 
preflion the value of the gits of tbe 
Holy Ghoft in general, was their per- 
manency ; a circumſtance, which 
hath already been mentioned. I vill 
pray the Father, (ſays our bleſſed 
Lord) and he ſhall give you another 
| Comforter, that he may abide with you 
for ever. This aſſurance follows 
; very 
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very ſoon after the promiſe of the 
text; and the import of it is indeed 
capable of being extended beyond the 
apoſtolic age even unto the end of the 


world. And did this admit of a 


doubt, St. Peter's declaration on the 
day of Pentecoſt clears up the matter 
at once. The promiſe, (ſays he to an 
audience pricked in their heart by his 
previous diſcourſe to them) the pro- 
miſe is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as 


many as the Lord our God ſhall call. 


Which circumſtance leads me, 


"Thirdly, to enquire how far all 
ages and nations are intereſted in the 


* promiſe of the aun . | 


That they are in a due proportion 
and degree ſo intereſted is moſt evi- 
dent; - becauſe he gifts and calling of 
God muſt be as much without partia- 

lity 
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lity as repentance. For the aſcertain- 
ment of this matter, we may remark 
then, that the g/7 of the Holy Ghoſt 
has a two-fold reference, the one to 
the eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian 
faith, the other to the confirmation 
of the Chriſtian life. To the for- 
mer the extraordinary gifts of the 
ſpirit were excellently adapted; but 
the ordinary gifts of the ſame, as they 
ever were, ſo they ever will be neceſ- 
fary for the latter. Theſe extraordinary 
gifts were purely temporary from the 
nature of the thing, and what St. 
Paul declares of the gift of fongues 
in particular may be applied to mira- 
cles in general; viz. that they are 
for a fign, not to them that believe, but 
to them that believe not ; whereas the 
gifts of ſanctiſication and regeneration, 
which for diſtinction's ſake we call 
the ordinary gifts of the ſpirit, are 
not more requiſite at one period than 
at 
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at another. In alluſion to theſe the 
apoſtle ſeems to tell Titus, that Chriſt 
hath ſaved us by the waſhing of rege- 
neration, and renewing of the Hely 
Ghoſt : agreeably to which, the ſame 
apoſtle reminds his Ephefian converts, 
that after they had believed, they were 
fealed with that Holy Spirit of promiſe : 
and aſſures the Corinthians, that be 
which ſtabliſbed them in Chriſt, and 
had anointed them, was God.---And, 

in reſpect of theſe ordinary gifts and 

_ graces, he likewiſe warns the abave- 
mentioned Ephefians not to grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby they were 

 fealed unto the day of redemption. Cor- 
reſpondently with all this, he gives 
the Theſſalonians charge, to quench not 
the Spirit; and directs the Romans, 
to walk in the Spirit; as Chriſtians in 
general are ſaid to be led by the Spirit. 
It is needleſs to cite texts to this 
purpoſe ; or to obſerve, that all theſe 

7 _ aſſurances 


Ane Airedtions) and declara- 
tions, are applicable to the caſe of all 
believers at this day.---In truth, that 
remarkable prophecy of John the 
Baptiſt, (before cited) - He ſhall bap- 
tige you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
fire,---which has ſo manifeſt a refer- 
ence to the deſcent of the ſpirit on 
the day of Pentecoſt, was beyond all 
diſpute addreſs'd to the people in gene- 
ral; it cannot reaſonably be reſtrained 
to thoſe miraculous and extraordinary 
gifts which qualified the apoſtles and 
firſt preachers of the goſpel to propa- 
gate Chriſtian truth, but is to be 
conſidered as comprehenſive alſo of 
thoſe gracious inſpirations and im- 
pulſes, (which, by the way, as things 
ſupernatural are of a miraculous kind 
likewiſe,) whereby both apoſtles and 
others once were, as both paſtors and 
people now are, enabled to diſcharge 
their ſeveral Chriſtian duties and ob- 
ligations. 
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ligations. But our Saviour's own 
doctrine and aſſurances in the goſpel 
render this matter ſtill clearer. Ex- 
cept a man be born of water, and of the 
Spirit, ſays he, be cannot enter into 
the kingdom of Cod. The expreſfion 
is of an import as univerſal as poſſi» 
ble; and as it plainly aſcribes the work 
of regeneration to the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſo does it as plainly imply the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of ſuch new birth to 
the ſpiritual life of Chriſtians through- 
out all ages. And accordingly we 


ſee how far and in what ſenſe, every 


true believer is intereſted at this day 
in thoſe aſſurances of our Lord to his 
apoſtles, that they ſhould be endued 
with power from on high,---that the 
ſpirit ſhould abide with them for ever, 
---and that he would be with them 

always, even unto the end of the world. 

---It may not be amiſs juſt to add, 


that the peculiar title of the Holy 
Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt in ſeripture, that of the Com- 
Fforter, by which our Saviour menti- 
ons him to his apoſtles, when he en- 
courages and conſoles them before his 
departure from the world, has evi- 
b dently a relation to future genera- 
tions. And it is worth remembring, 
in confirmation of this point, that 
the original word which we tranſlate 
=== Comforter, according to the juſt 
remark of ſome commentators, of 
extenſive ſignification; and might 
with equal propriety have been ren- 
dered by the term exhorter, ot 
advocatle- Now it is certain there is 
nothing in either of the three terms 


that can be ſaid to be peculiar to the 5 


times of the apoſtles, or the early 
ages of the church; and conſequently, 
with reſpect to theſe ſtanding and 
perpetual offices, theſe common gifts 
and graces, all nations and ages are 
intereſted i in the original promiſe of 

the 
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the Holy Ghoſt.—-As for the caſe of 
thoſe to whom the goſpel was never 


preached, and who have not ſo much 
as heard whether there be any Holy 
G; it becomes us not too nicely 
to enquire into the grounds of his 


diſpenſations, whoſe judgments are 


unſearchable, and whoſe ways paſt 


finding out ! Such diſquifitions are at 


beſt more curious, than uſeful. Suf- 


fice it to obſerve in general, that we 
have good reaſon to hope millions 


may be ſaved at all times and in all 
places, through the infinite and in- 
valuable merits of an unknown, but 


univerſal Redeemer, and by virtue of 
uncovenanted grace. Suffice it at 


leaſt to be aſſured, that we ourſelves 
are intereſted in the œconomy of 
heaven ;---and that the three perſons 
of the undivided Trinity, God the. 


Father, in our creation; God the 
Son, in our redemption ; and God 


the 
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the Holy Ghoſt, in our ſab&ification "hy 
effected by his real though imper- 
ceptible motions, diſpoſing us to 
every good work; ſuffice it I ſay, 
that this holy, bleſſed, and glorious 
Trinity“ graciouſly concurred in 
the ſcheme, and wonderfully con- 
certed the means of our eternal ſal- 
vation ; and therefore to this adora- 
ble Trinity, three perſons and one 
God, be aſcribed all power, and 
might, and dominion, and glory, 
now, henceforth, and for evermore. 

| — ' * 


F 1 N 1 8. 


N OT 46 ot” A 


— —ä——3——— — 


— 
28 FS 
4 


— 


— —  —————— . 


* * I 
E. VI 


* - 

3 — 9 A 

2 

* 4 4 ' * 

* 

7 
SS , 

* - — 

- $ 
* 
— * * , 
* * 
* 
* 


. 


— 


Y 
9 


* 3 ; 
_— *4 , 
2 . q 3 . 
Ce ; 
* "B/ 
? - : 
— 4 
* 
1 
* * * 
% 
— . A - 
" 
* 
— . 
* 
. 4 4s 
Y * 
nt * : — X. * 
* - 
. _ * 
* * 
4 * * 
» 
: x q 
4 4 * * * . Ls 
* 
1. 
, 
F * Py , 
* 
* 
* 
— ” 
8 $% 
"s CY 
, 4 
[1 * 
* 4 
» 
* 82 4 L 
* 4 EI J 
. 
o 
. wm * 
* 8 * 6 © 
— % bs * 
«de —— 
* 
5 
> * 4 © 4 
. : * 
** 5 g ö 75 f 7 
2, +4 4+ > - 
* -” 
* 4 * * % 2 
= 
* 
” 
* 
* 
— » 
* ? : 
- * 
— 
% 
- 
* 
. 
- 


